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ED Impious Tyrant, and to 
we !vive the memory of bis 

deteſtable Villanies, may be cenſured 

as a deſign to infe& the prefent 
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The Epiſtle 
Age, and td ſtrut by an accur- 
ſed Example thoſe who want onely 
the Arts, not the delires, of do- 
ing Miſchief. But if the unhappy 
Iſſues of fuch perverſe Counſels can- 
not ſecure this. Hiſtory from ſuch 
an Effet, (to which even the Sacred 
Stories and the moſt wholeſome Laws 
are obnoxious through the Corruptions 
of ' men, whereby they  tmitate that 
which is propoſed to their Hatred , 
and - follow 'Their Praices whoſe In- 
famies they abhorre,and whoſe Ruines 
they tremble at ;) yet the Compiler 
hopes by the Dedication of it to Your 
Honour -to free bimſelf from ſuch 
ſuſpicions.” It being not to be ſuppoſed, 
that He intends to teach, but todil- 
cover the ImpoFtures of Tyrants, and 
to warn the Credulous World to arm 
themſelves againſt thoſe Monſters, who 


preſumes 


Dedicatory. 

eſumes upon the Patrocmy of ſo 
pie an i of Piety and Ju- 
ſice. '. For (My Lord) neither the 
 Nobiliry- of Jour Family nor the 
Plenty of Your Fortune have fomuch | 
commended Vo to the. Admiration of 
men, as lour inflexible zeal to Righ- 
teouſneſs and Truth. . 'This was that 
which drew 'You forth to follow 
that Court in Perſecution and Dan- 
ger, Whoſe | Honours and Pleaſures 
in times of Peace could not allure 
You from Your Retirements. And 
Your uncorrupted Faith to that Righ- 
teous Cauſe wherein all Juſt Govern- 
ment Was concerned, 'I. have heard 
force from the Adverlaries of it 
an Elogie not beneath that which 
the brave Fabricius' by his Vertue 
wone from his Enemy, that The 
Sun might ſooner forſake his 
A 3 - -- cone 


The Epiſtle 


courſe then My Lord of Sourham- 
pton depart from Juſtice, So that 
when the Popular. Fary had over- 
Whelmed . the greateſt part of our 
Nobleſs in contempt, the Chiefs of 
that 'Fattwn- teſtified an Obſervance 
almoft Religions to lou, ds to anIn- 
viotable Santtuar y of tyue Nobility 
and Homour.""\ Auf they ſeemed to 
_ Your Lordfhip as the Conque- 

Romans did Yhe Captive 
Gods, whom, even while they chai- 
ned, they FI ſupplicate with Sa- 
crifices to remove to their triumphing 
City: fo while: they reſtramed Jour 


Liberty, and anvaded Your Rights, 


they did even then with" d-ſollicitous 
Reverence court Jour approbation 
of their ſucceſsful Crimes. But as 
Your Lord{hip deſpiſed their in- 
juries, ſo You ſlighted their care 
| I ſes. 


- Dedicatotry. 
ſes. And. though You ſeemed 'un- 


concerned im their Oppreſsions , yet 


1 have ſeen Your Indignation then 


fwell'd high , when they profaned 


Tuftice by pretenſions to it, and, 
blaſphemed Religion by omputing 
their Impieties to the dufts of the 


Immaculate Spirit. and juſt Pravi- 


dence of. 'Gad. As theſe Yertues , 
My Lord, are Your Glory, fo 1 
humbly crave they may be my Pro- 
tection. And that as I Was con- 
rmed and hetghtned in a deteſta- 

tion of Unjuſt Ufurpers by Your 
great Example, ſo under the ſhel- 
= of Your Honourable Name [T 
may endeavour to render them Odi- 
ous to others. Since, that the Wick- 
ed ſhould be expoſed to the Publick 
Hatred, as that the Good ſhould be 
rYewar ded With all that afjeftion Which 
A 4. 1s 


The Epiſtle, &c. 
is due to the Benefaftors of. Man- 
kind, is equally the Intereſt of Ver- 
tue. All whoſe concernments being 
fo dear to Jour Lordſhip, that God, 
as well for Fiis own Glory as for the 
advantages of Good men , may long 
continue You as a Light in this per- 
verſe Generation, and proſper all 
Your C ounſels i the conſtant pray- 
er of WT * 
My Lard, 
Your Honours 
moſt humble and 


moſt faithful 


Servant, 


R. P. 
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THE PREFACE 
TO THE 


READER 


SHE miſeries which Ty- 
= rants uſually bring upon 
SQ that unhappy. people 


can. K,4 who, by impatience of- a 


,L, 


a Juſt Government + - and 
by their ſeditious attempts upon their 
Lawful Prince, have expoſed them- 
ſelves to the Cheats, and are at laſt 
inſlaved by the Power of ſuch Ambi- 
tious Perſons, ceaſe not with their 
Lives, but are extended to the follow- 
ing o Ave, and are apt to vex the next 
Generations. For although the Ra- 
pines and Murders (which are not the 
greateſt unhappineſles of the Opprel- 
ſed Vaſſals) may poſhbly end _ 


The Preface 


the Empire of the Uſurper ; yet thoſe 
debaucheries of the Spirits of Men, 
and the unquiet principles of Villany 
(the moſt ignominious brands of 
Slavery) which they introduced both 
ro acquire and preſerve their Great- 
neſs, ſurvive their Authours, and like 
Venome infe@ the blood , when the 
Viper is kill'd that gave the wonnd. 
Hence comes it to paſs that ſuch a 
People, though freed from the Force 
of their Oppreſſour, yet tenacious of 
his Crimes, debauched: by impious 
Habits, and diſtracted with various 
FaQtions, can never conſpire to their 
common Peace and Safety ; nor with 
patience ſubmit to thoſe who wouſd 
reſtore them the Benefits of- Societ 
and Government, Our Age hat 
had too freſh an Expertence of this : 
for the Methods of Tyranny having 
been ated with ſo much Induſtry, 
ang continued with ſo great Succels 
among us, though we are now (through 
the benienity of Heaven) in the en- 
joyment of all ſafe Liberty that is con- 
hſtent with Goverament , and which 
Can 
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to the 'Reader, 

can be hoped for from a Juſt and Law- 
ful Princes yet have not men parted 
with thoſe Priticiples of. Confuſion 
and Ruing whichthe Tyrants did 1m- 
preſs, but like Waves that have been 
cofled witha Tempeſt, find no-Calm, 
though the wind be down that firſt 
ruſed them; {2 6274 1 9 £4 

The method of caring ſuch adiſtem- 
pered Multitude is , to ſhew the Arts 
of their Impoſtors; and to diſcover that 
what was obtruded: upon then as :the 
Oracles of Heaven,, or as the generous 
di&tares of Free Souls , were but the 
accuſtomed cheats. of former Tyrants, 
newly propoſed to an Tgnorant. and 
Credulous Generation... Na diſcove- 
ry comes with more: Evidence ipon 
Vulgar ſpirits (who cannot weigh the 
force of Reaſon) then that which: 1s 
made by Example: Like the: Spartas 
Diſcipline, who to preſerve their 
Youth (on whom 'Philoſophical 'dif- 
courſes would have made. but: fmall 
impreflion) from. Intemperance,' pre- 
ſented them with ithe Indecencies of 
their drunken' Helots, And ——_ 
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did retrive the Reman Populacy from 
their Sedition by an Apologue, which 
is but a figitious Example, - Such 
(Reader) is the defign .of publiſhing 
this Hiſtorical Diſcourſe., (which in 
the compoling was intended but as a 
private Eſſay) of the Life of a Ty- 
rant; which hath ſach a conformity 
with the Monſter of Our Times, that 
who reads: the ations of the: One, 
cannot but refle&t upon the. practices 
of the Other; So: that it: may ſeem 
to confirm the Opinion of thoſe who 
imagined. that. All humane affairs:had 
a Circalar motion-,: and that no: Age 
produces any thing ſo-prodigions thac 
' may not have its parallel. in another, 
And it would give ſome credit to the 
Pythagorean Tranſmigration: for com- 
paring the Arts and Succeſs of Both, 
in riſing from an abje& condition - to 
moſt abfolute Soveraignty, and chow 
in Both Tyranny was .atted to: the 
height of Injuſtice,. one of chat School 
would fancy that the Soul of Agatho- 
cles after ſeveral peregrinations through 
the forms of Tigers, Wolves, Foxes, 

: Harples 


to the Reader, 
Harpies and Vultures, wich ſome di- 
verfions in humane ſhapes, as of Ma- 
bamet , Borgia', and fuch other ene- 
mies of Mankind, it had art laſt vex- 
ed: the world ' under the name of 
QL.* CR,''.i 515 £ >0120 
Tr would: be roo great-a diſtruſt of 
the Reader's Judgement-to' anticipate 
his thoughts in/:drawing ' a Parallel : 
the diſagreements. being bur few, and 
thoſe more: properly to : be referred 
ro the diſtant Times and Scenes where- 
inthey acted, {to which Both did ac- 
cotnmodaretheir deſigns) then ro any 
difference in'their temper of Spirit or 
variety of Luſts : Impiety,/Perfidiouſ- 
neſs and Inhumanity being the equal 
delights and exerciſes: of either, So 
' that though they coaſted different 
'. + Countries, yet they failed by the ame 
Compaſs, and aimed at the ſame Port 
of Power and Greatneſs, In nothing 
more doth the: Ancient ſeem to ex- 
ceed* the Modern: Tyranc then in his 
Cruelty : yet even this 15 not imputa- 
ble co a more tender ſenſe of Humanity 
in one then the other, (For he that dares 
ſome- 
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ſometimes be wicked for his advantage, 
will be alwaies ſoif his Intereſt require) 
bur. to a tear of loſing the. emoluments 
| of that more powerful and proſperous 
cheat, the pretenſion to Sanctity; which 
being to be ſhadowed with a ſeeming 
Meekneſs, would haye been too plain- 
ly diſcoloured by too frequent ' effu- 
fions of blood, But if when we would 
' cenſure the Crime, we confider not 
onely . the quantity,” but the worth of 
the Blood, the $:c;1;zan will not ap- 
pear more odious then the other, Since 
the Blood of a Pious, Juſt and Lawful 
KING, fſpilc with fo much djſhonour 
210 Religion and contumely to Juſtice, 
laies:a more heavy guilt in the eyes 
both of God and Good mea then ri- 
vers of -Plebeian gore. Beſides, that 
horrid Parricide inevitably exciting ſe- 
veral attempts for Juſtice, the Nlaugh- 
ters. of chole brave Souls that endea- 
vour'd it did accamulate the guilr con- 
tracted: by their Soveraigns Blood, So 
that the cutting thoſe Royal veins ope- 
ned ſuch Slnces in all che Br:#s Em- 
pire,.. thac the Earth was not more 
bs con- 


to the Reader. 


conſtantly wet with the ſhowres of 
Heaven, then it was yearly polluced 
with rhe. blood of ſome Loyal perſon 
and lover of the People's Rights and 
Liberties. Blood of this tinure he 
was obſerved to drink with a guſt ; 
though he was nauſeous of that of his 
own Party : whom, when cheir divided 
Intereſts made them 'contrive his Ru- 
ine, or provok'd his ſpleen , he uſed 
as the Romans did their offending 
Veſtals, whoſe blood , becauſe they 
were conſecrated to the ſervice of 
their Gods, they never ſpilr, but in- 
cloſed them under ground with ſome 
ſmall proviſtons, that ſo they might 
periſh without pity and unobſerved. 
So thoſe that had been once conſe- 
crated to the Good Old Canſe, it was 
unneceſſary to take away their Laves, 
which were hatefal, becauſe they had 
adminiſtred to his Grandeur : but de- 
grading them from his truſt, and per- 
mitting to them ſome remnants of the 
Ipoils of Iniquity, he expoſed them to 
periſhin want and obfcarity. E 
Ja theſe orher Crimes whereby U- 


ſurpers 
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ſurpers make their way to Dominion, 
the Wickedneſs of -this Laſt was more 
tranſcendent; and ſuch: as made our 
Bondage more ignominious ,- and our 
Miſferies more laſting, For not to 
mention thoſe frequent Perjuries,thoſe 
horrid Blaſphemies of referring all the 
moſt damnable Projects to _the Impul- 
ſes of the Spirit and Returns of pray- 
er; Religion never received a more 
fatal Wound then by this Modern Im« 
poſtor, For when'the Majeſty and 
Reverence of thac ſtood like a ſtrong 
rampire of Juft Authority, and like 
a mighty--ſtream ran croſs to his de- 
ſign; heundermined it by introducing 

notions agreeable to his Intereſt, made 
it contemptible by the baſeſt of the 
People whom he made Prieſts, careſ(- 
ſed every Hereſie, raiſed and increa- 
ſed new Schiſms, and ſo cut it into 
ſeveral chanels and ſmall 'Rivulets, to 
make it fordable for his aſcent to Do- 
minion : and by proclaiming a Spt- 
ritual Liberty, reduced it into ſo many 
Atomes, that nothing. but what was 


fortuitous could unite them in a ſolid 
body 


# - 
| 
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to the Reader, 


| body to oppoſe him, Not. content 
/ with theſe 1njuries to Religion, he 


proceeded to extirpate thoſe eternal 


K rules of Right and Wrong, which even 


Nature had impreſſed upon the Minds 
of Men. For by his Inſtruments new 
Schemes of Juſtice were compoſed, 
new rules.of Obedience and Govern- 
ment were framed according to the 


[J - Infticutes of Tyranny, The facred 


Religion of an Oath, the foundation 
of Society even in the moſt barbarous 
Nations, was among us publiſhed no 
longer obliging then till an inconyeni- 
ence enſued, Thus as Caligula took 
off the heads of thoſe Images of the 
Gods that were moſt worſhipped, and 
ſet his own upon them, that he mighr 
receive the adorations of the people : 
ſo did this Uſurper pervert thoſe Ora- 
cles of Life, the Laws of God and 
Nature, that we might receive onely 
the DiRates of his Luſt and Intereſt, 


and be guided by the deceitful Impul- 


fes of his deluding Spirit. 
How far he prevailed by thefe Arts 
in vitiating the ſenſe of Religion and 
"0 Juſtice 
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Juſtice in men, appeared roo evident 
in the ſervile Flattery of thoſe Adareſ- 
ſes which were made to his contem- 
' ptible Succefſour, In which the Com- 
poſers by a prodigious Sacriledge ha- 
ving rifled all the Sacred Recprds, and 
thence rook thoſe attributes of Glory 


with which as Jewels God had ador- - 


ned his choiceſt Servants, and had gi- 
ven them as Odours to embalm their 
Memories to Poſterity, applied them 


to his ſucceſsful Wickedneſs, So that - 


they ſeemed to have forgotten what 
Vertue and Righteouſneſs were , 
when they crowned Impiety with the 
rewards of Goodnels, 
And how pregnant the Principles 
he had ated by were of Deflruction , 
by the juſt Judgement of Heaven was 
experienced on his Infamous Iflue, 
they being ruined by the ſame practi- 
- ces by which himſelf had deſtroijed 
the :lawful Government ; the Chil- 
dren of his Example deſtroying thoſe 
of his Blood; the miniſters of the 
Father's Villanies being the Executio- 
ners of the Son's Empire, Nor was 
the 
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fo the Reader, 


the miſchievouſneſs of -his Arts confi- 
ned within: his own Family , but like 
an infectious Contagion ſpread it ſelf 
over the whole Nation, His Exam- 
ple exciting every bold hand and vio» 
lent ſpirit to invade the Government: 
and his Principles ſerving to colout 
the proſperous Invader's Perfidiouſneſs 
to his ſupplanted and complaining Pre- 
deceſſours. That Power would they 
to day deſpoil and vilifie, with whom 
it was on their Hearts the day before 
to Live and Die, What, they bewai- 


{ led yeſterday as their Backſliding, to 


day they would practiſe as their Saint- 


# like Obedience to the Call of God, 
$ So that by reaſon of theſe different 


Actings, ſometime as Men, and ano- 


ther as Saints, like creatures of vari- 
ous.elements, there was no faith among 


themſelves, nor conſtancy in their 
Wickedneſs; but varying their Crimes, 
and together with their Guilt increa- 


fins our Miſeries, the Sun ſeldome roſe 


but he ſaw the ruines of that Govern- 


! ment which he had lefc at his ſetting, 
! and the erection of a new. And Peace 


(a 2) and 
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and Quietneſs were ſet at ſuch a diſtance 

from our hopes, that they could noc 

be expected bur after a-Deſolation, 
Then which effe&ts though nothing 


could be more convincing of the de- } 


ſtructiveneſs of ſuch Principles and 


Practices, that they neither proceeded } 


from God, whois the Authour of | 


Order and Government, nor agreed | 
with Juſtice, which is the preſerva- | 
tive of Peace : yet becauſe they ſo im- ' 


pudencly pretended to an ExtraQt from | 


Heaven, and ſeemed to be owned by 


it in an uninterrupted Succeſs againſt a | 


Lawtful Soveraign, and are ſtill impor- } 


_tunately urged by Perſons of no juſt 
hopes, and whoſe broken Intereſts are 


right Reaſon ; and the miſchievous 
Conſequences are reputed the depra- 
vations of the Actors, not the legiti- 


mate Iſſues of the Principles, But as ' 


the Divine Records do vindicate the 
Immaculate Purity of God (from whom 


nothing proceeds which doth not make : 


men 


, T 
impatient of a calm; they are as yet : 
received by ſome deluded Souls as O- 
racles, and as the ſober dictates of ! 
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men happy in 'obedience to it) from 
having any benigne influence on ſuch 
deſtruQive counſels, and right Reaſon 
doth free Juſtice from any alliance with 
ſuch wicked practices : ſo the Hiſtory 
of all Ages will teſtifie that theſe have 
been the artifices of Ambitious per- 
ſons, who ſeeking a criminal Greatneſs, 
have deveſted themſelves of all ſenſe 
of Vertue , do by theſe waies delude 
and diſtrat the minds of men, that ſo 
being weakned by their own Factions, 
and diſarmed by vitious habits , they 
may more eaſily be opprefled by them. 
And this Hiſtory of Agathocles , tranſ- 
mitted to poſterity by Diodorus Sicu- 
las and Fuftin (from whom it was ga- 
thered) will evidently ſhew, That the 
uſual Method of overthrowing an anci- 
ent Government eſtabliſhed by Law, « to 


| ſlander the attions and counſels of the 


preſent Magiſtrate; That thoſe that have 
the extremeſt Tyranny in project10n,will 
be the greateſt pretenders of the Publick 
good, and the moſt importunate aſſertors 
of the People's Rights , That it & the 
moſt compendious way of impoſing. Sla- 

(a 3) Very, 
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very, by raiſing in the Multitude too ea- 
ger and paſſionate deſires of - Liberty ; 
T hat in « corrupted and diſquiet State, 
the moſt Contemptible member of that 
Community may without the help of « 
Miracle ariſe to Soveraignty ; That it 
i not the Indulgence of Heaven to the 
Uſurper , but the Indiznation thereof to 
the People, when Succeſs attends the Ty- 
rants enterprifes; That Power acqui- 
red by Frand or Violence will never be 
emplozed in the exerciſe of Fuſtice. 
Theſe therefore being the onely 
fruits that are to be expected from the 
unquiet Principles and deluding hopes 
which defigning Demagogues infect 
the People with ; Wiſe men have con- 
ſtancly adviſed that even the Vices of 
Bad Princes are to be born with the 
lize Patience as we endure Dearths 
and Tempeſts, and other deviations 
of Nature from her uſual courſe. And 
this not to flatter Offending Kings, 
(who at a moſt dreadful Tribunal are 
accountable for their diſobediences to 
their Eternal Superiour ) bur in affe- 
Aion to mankind, and pity of the de- 
| | p ceivable 


| 
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ceivable Multititude. * Becauſe though 
Princes, as they are Men, may be Vi- 
tious, yet as ſuch are not Immortal , 
and a Pious Succeſſour may repair all 
the ruines of a former Oppreſlour, Bur 
when the People will uſurp the Office 
of Heaven, whoſe Prerogative it is to 
chaſtiſe Kings, and to cut off the Fury 
of Princes , and they themſelves will 
corre& their lawful Magiſteates, God 
moſt ſeverely puniſhes them by ſuffe- 
ring the baſeſt of men to ride over 
their heads. And the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians, thought ic not onely their Dty, 
but their Prudence, by praiers and tears 
onely to ſeek the deliverance of Hea-_ 
ven from the injuries of a Governonr, 
rather then by oppoſing their lawful 
Soveraign to adminiſter to a Tyrants 
Ambition, who, according to that Ma- 
xime, of changing all things that were 
under the former Governawr, muſt de- 
face Religion to maintain his Power, 
and on the diſhonour of Piety build his 
Greatneſs, 

We have had experience of the An- 
ger of Heaven for our Sins, in giving 


(4 4) us 
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us over to the deluſions of men, who 
ſonght and acquired Power by flande- 
ringa PRINCE whoſe moſt Emi- 


nent Worth we underſtood not, till 


our ignorance had made Him and us 
miſerable. Which Power being ſo im- 
piouſly got, was not otherwiſe uſed : 
For the Treaſures and Ornaments of 
many Ages Peace were waſted and con- 
ſumed by-their Opprefſions in -a few 
years, And we are now under the 
return of Mercy by a Lawful Sove- 
raign, Both Conditions may teach us 
to meaſure the Benefits and Inconve- 
niences of Government as they arein 
their own nature: and not by the fi- 
niſter interpretations - and ſeditious 
Harangues of Unquiet perſons, who 
will calumniate even the juſteſt Ru- 


lers and the wiſeſt Counſels. And if 


the diſcovery of the methods of Ty- 
ranny, which is made in this Hiftory, 
may contribute any thing to effe&t a 
juſt hatred of ſuch praftices, or eſta- 
bliſh ſober Minds in a thankfal acqui- 
elcence in that Gracious Providence 
which: hath reſtored 'our ancient Go- 
TY  vernment , 
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vernment, and given us 2 Prince in- 
ſtructed both by AMicion and Mer- 
cy in the beſt arts of Empire; the 
Compiler hath attained his chieteſt 


ends, 


Farewell. 
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P*-12p.1-bany p.18. 1.5.r. for. p.89. l.12.r, for, 
p-11 3.1.6. r, councils, p.185, 1.14. r. impreſs, p.201., 
[.z. r. provoke. p.234. 1.26. r. Ambicas. 
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H E Introdattion, The neceſ#ity of 
Government The cauſes of the Chan- 


ges of Government, The Miſeries that 


attend thoſe Chanees, Occaſions tro Uſur- 
pers, The requiſites of an Uſurper. A 
Tyrant in Title will be a Tyrant in Ex- 
erciſe. Agathocles a» Example of U- 
ſurpers. Agathocles's Birth ;, the: pre- 
diition of his Cruelty and Greatneſs. The 
wncertain Original of ſuch Prediftions, 
Agathocles's abjef# beginnings , baſer 
Youth , and infamous introdudtion into 
emploiment, His Seditious prattices 
cauſe a change of Government at Syta- 
cuſe, Hrs flight from thence, agd vain 
attempts for Tyranny abroad. His return 
home, and another change of Govern- 
ment, Hs exploits in his Command. The 

City's 
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City's Fealouſie of him, and his Baniſh- 
ment. His War againſt Syracuſe, A- 
milcar reconciles him to his City , and 
they revoke his Baniſhment, He pra- 
ices the arts of a Demagogue : gets the 
office of Pretor, and Keeper of the Li- 
berty of Syracule, His plot to get an 
Army fit for his purpoſe, by whom he 
maſſacres all the Senate and chief Citi- 
zens, By diſlimulation he prevails upon 
his aſſociates in the Maſſacre, to force the 
Principality upon him, The Sicilians 
confederate againſt the Tyrant. Acro- 
ratus, choſen General of the League, by 
his Vices overthrows the enterprize, A- 
gathocles deſrens the Empire of all Si- 
cily : by fraud ſeizeth upon Meſ- 
ſene, The Exiles ſend an Embaſſy to 
Carthage, The Death of Amilcar. A- 
gathocles's ſucceſi againſt the Exiles, 
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T# E Carthaginian War, Amilcar 

the ſon of Giſgo choſen General , 
who by his wiſe condutt reſtores and heals 
the loſſes of his ſhipwreckt Army , and 
raiſes up the hopes of the Sicilians to be 
delivered from Agathocles z, who had 
ſarprized Gela, and murdered the Citi- 
Jens, and afterward fighting Amilcar 
i overthrewn. Hu counſel of tranſ- 
ferring the War into Aﬀric!:, His pre- 
paratious for that deſjen, The diffs 
culties of getting forth of the Haven, 
An Eclipſe friehts his Army, which he 
dexterouſly interprets : gets ſafe to the 
ſhore of Atrick, where he burns his Ships. 
The Punick Fleet gather up the beaks of 
his Veſſels, and ſend them with the news 
to Carthage, which before was terrified 
with the affriehted relations of the Afri- 
cans. They chuſe two Generals to oppoſe 
the Sicilians, The Reaſon of ſuch a 
choice, They fight Agathocles, and are 


overthrown, The Carthaginians refer 
their 


endeavour to appea 


 Fageme, 
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their loſs to their angry Gods, whom they © 

x; , ſend for aid from 
Amilcar, who in vain beſieges and aſ- 
ſaults Syracuſe when the news came of 
the Tyrants Viftory, Who wins more 
upon the Carthaginians, while Amilcar 
intending to ſtorm Syracule is taken and 
kill d, His baffled Army divides, and 
the Agrigentines aſpire at the Empire 
of the Iſland, The Tyrant's Army dan- 
gerouſly mutinies, which he luckily ap- 
peaſes, and turns their fury upen the E- 
nemy, whom he alſo follows and beats 'in 


| Numidia, He invites Ophellas to the 


War, and baſely murders him, Bomil- 
car attempting the Tyranny at Carthage 
miſcarries, and is fabar £7 Agatho- 
cles aſſumes the title of a King, and ma- 
fters the Uticenſes by an inhumane Stra- 
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Gathocles returns to Sicily , to ob= 
ftrnt# the. Succeſs of the Free 
League , againſt. which he thrives, till 
Dinocrates declares himſelf for it, who 
forces the Tyrant toretreat. His fortune 
declines in Africk; his Army beaten and 
beſieged, Agathocles preparing to re- 
turn thither gets two Vidtories : under 
the pretence of a Thankſetving for 
which, he diſcovers and murders all that 
he could not confide in at Syracuſe, Af- 
terwards he ſails to Aﬀrick, where all 
was deſperate, From whence, after ſome 
vain attempts, a firange Terrour of his 
Army , and his own Impriſonment, he 
| baſely flies back to Sicily, leaving his 

two Sons to the fury f his deſerted 

Army : who when they had ſlain them, 
make Peace with the Carthaginians, 
The Tyrant landing in Sicily, deſtroyes 
Ageſta; commands another Maſſacre at 
Syracuſe. Paſiphilus rewolts from him; 


which frights him into a Treaty with 
Dino- 
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Dinocrates, i» which he offers to relin- 
quiſh the Tyranny. The Treaty not taking 
effet, he fights the Army of the League, 
and by treachery overthrows them, and 
mnrders ſeven thouſand that did ſurren- 
der upon compoſition. He receives Di- 
nocrates into favour, and employes 
him, He takes away the conſecrated 
Treaſure at the Iſle of Lipara, inwades 
the Brutii, and is beaten; ſurprizes 
Croton, aſſociates with Pirates , and 
confederates with Demetrius, by whom 
he is perſwaded to renew his War with 
Carthage. He is prevented by death, 
through the Conſpiracy of Maznon and 
Archagathus his Grandchila, becauſe he 
had made his younger Son Agathocles 
his Succeſſor in the Tyranny, Manon 
poiſons the Old Tyrant,and Archagathus 
kills the Toung one. His Tortures,End, 
and Charater, The ſtate of Syracuſe 
after his Death. | 


L1s. 


| 


, 1.9 
-_ 
' 


THE. 


OR, 
_ The life of | 
AGATHOCLES. 


— — 


Y 93S BY & 


REO H E ſecurity and comforts of hu- 
7 (I manc life confilt in Socrety, So- 
Le) RP £:t7 cannot be preſerved without 
m8 Order, For akhotgh by 1t. men 
are ſecured from a forein force, yet 


In it are they ſubje& to inteſtine injuries ; and 


when Neceſſity makes no warre abroad, Am- 
bition and Coyetouſneſs will raiſe ſome at 
home, (Theſe being fo _—_— and reſtleſs 


affe- 


I a 
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aftcRions in the breaſts of men, that they neyer - 
leave them, eyea after the largeſt acquilitions.) 
For man naturally is greedy of every thing, yet 
ſo weak that he can acquire but few : ſo that 
the defire being toopreat for the power of ac- 
quifition, there ariſes a diſſatisfaQtion with the 
preſent condition, when it 4s ſecure, and an | 
endeayour of altering tt, thongh with the ruine 
of another's fortune, . This 1immoderate de- 
fire in ſome men of more then they have, pro- 
duces a fear in others of loſing what they doe 
enjoy ; and from both theſe ariſe Jealoufies, 
Enmities and Injuries, which in the iflue un= 
dermine Socletie, and render it more dangerous 
then Soktude, and -make Commanities of men 
more obnoxious to _ruine then heards of 
Beaſts, Therefore Order muſt ſet bounds to | 
ſome mens Luſts, and fencesforthe fecurity of 
others. | 


Order cannot be obſeryed without Govern- 
ent, which 1s the Intruſting ſome perſons with 
the care -and power of maintaining thts Order, 
And that it may the more effeQually atrain its 
End, Heayen hath declared it as its own Infti- 
cution, and imprefled upon it the luſtre of Di- 
yine -Aurhority.- But as Pearls , though they 
haye their Or1o1nal from the .dew of Heaven, 
yet muft be formed and. ſolidated 1n the Sea 
and the wombe of a'Shel-fiſh , which =s tt 1s 
more or ks diſpoſed by Nature for ſuch a-pro- 

| duQion, 
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duction, renders the Jewels proportionably 
orcat and orient: So Gevernment, though it 
derives ics extra from a Divine Inftitunon, 
yet becauſe it is to be managed by Men which 
are ſubje& to Corruption, doth ofcen prove too 
uncertain a guard”for ſo great a treaſure as is 
the publick good and common ſafery, Becauſe 
the Truſtees of this power may either through 
the depravedneſs of their affeQions diftort it 
to the ſatisfation of their private Juſts ; or by 
an imprudent menage, give umbrages of ſuſpici- 
on that they will peryert itto the common rune. 
So that ſuch impotent perſons being in Goyern- 
ment, bewitched with the ſweetneſs of Com- 
mand, and pafſionate to inlarse or preſerve 


. that power in the unlawful exerciſe thereof, 


make frequent invaſions upon the Liberty of 
others. And thoſe that are under Government, 
pinched with the difficulcies of obeying ſuch.un- 
equal Commands, and labouring co keep their 
liberty entire,ftrive to extend it even to Licence, 
till ir becomes inconſiſtent with Governmenr, 
Hence ariſe Diſcontents, Jealoufies, and Chan- 
oes of Goyernment, which to fick minds, like 
the turnings in bed to fick bodies , are hoped 


for remedies : and what men cannot find un- 


. der one kind of —_— , they will ſcek 1n 


andher ; and therefore do either contraft or 
enlarge the ſubject of their truſt of Power, ac- 


- Cording to the ſenſe of their preſent Grieyvan- 
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If a Community at firſt, eicher by Choice or 


Neceſſity, are upited under one Head in a 
Monarchy, while He or his Succeſfors intend 
the publick good for which they were defign - 
ed, the memorie of their firft Inſtitution and the 
ſenſe of the preſent Benefits provoke from their 
SubjeRs (not corrupted with too much Felict- 
' ty, nor debauched with the ſubtle Slanders 
which Seditious perſong caſt. on their Prince) a 
Veneration. next to that which is due to Hea- 
ven ; an Univerſal Love and a delight to 0- 
bey being the conſtant Returns to their Cares 
and Hazards for the publick Security, But be. 
cauſe all worldly things are in a continual Mo- 
tion, -andthere 15 either a progreſs to perfection 
in that which is good, or elſe a precipirate de- 
clination to eyil, and men are moſt eaſily cor- 
rupted in the ſupremeſt Fortunes, where Luſts 
may have the advantage of being armed with 
Power : ſuch as received the ugheft Command 
as a reward of Vertue either in themſelyes or 
Anceſtors , do ſometimes abuſe it to licenſe the 
molt horrid Crimes ; umagining Rapines, Adul- 
teries and Capricioes of Power the rewards of 
Principality, wherein they onely receive but a 
fading Pleaſure, and leaye to their SubjeRts a 
perpetual ſenſe of Loſs and Diſhonour. Hence 
comes 1t + to paſs , that thoſe who: by Vertuous 
Practices might have maintained the re- 
putation of Earthly Gods., by theſe wicked 
Courſes deeenerating beneath the nature. of 
Beaſts, 


/ 
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Beaſts, become hateful and: terrible to man- 
kinde, EY 29 VE”: 

Hate and Fear are: alwaies pregnant- with 
Conſpiracies. Conſpiracies that prove ſucceſs- 
full (for otherwiſe they advantage him whom 
they defign to ruine). are ſooneſt formed and 
moſt dexterouſly managed, not by ſuch as are 
fearful and weak, but by perſons of generous 
ſpirits and aStiye Souls, who are molt tender- 
ly ſenſible of injuries, and moſt impatient un- 
der them, Theſe being exalted aboye the- reſt 
of the injured Multitude by the greatneſs of 
their Minds, and made more powerful to: ac- 
complyh the defign by the riches of their Patri- 
monies, the liberality of their Education, and. . 
the Nobility of their Families, become the 
Chiefs of the Community for Security , , and 


_ Revenge on their unjuſt fonerch.* He being 


extinoutſhed , the. People tranſlate the Reye- 
rence which before they were wont to pay to 


.2 fingle Prince, on theſe perſons whom they 


look upon as their Deliyerers. 


Theſe having . the Goyernment of a fingle 
Perſon, and fearing the return of the ſame 
Miſeries from another onarch, or elſe pleaſed 
with the preſent Adorations of the Multitude, 
do retain the Goyernment among themſelyes, 
which ſeated in ſuch and ſo many perſons 1s 
called Ariſtocracy, Theſe in their beginnings 
bound their power with ſuch Laws , as- (being 
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made in the freſh memorie of the former Ty- 
rannie) appear very tender of the Common 
liberty, and preferre the Publick to the Private 
Intereft. Which adminiſtration of Juſtice , 
ly through the Noyelty , (which alwates 

nth much of the People's hopes,) and partly 
through the Cares of the New ' Governours 
(_ are commonly moſt ftrict in their 
rſt undertakings) to manage all concernments 
with the moſt exat moderation, 1s entertained 
ſome rime with honour and conformable obe- 
dience, But men ſeldome uſe Digmties with 
the ſame good arts whereby they acquired them, 
and aſſnme another heart in the Palace then 
' what they wore 1n their prevate families. So 
- that corruption either aflaults their very per- 
ſons, or in a ſhort time ſeizeth upon their Suc- 
ceflors ; who unacquainted with the Inſtability 
of Fortune, and infenfible of the diſmal Con- 
ſequences of publick Injuries , grow inſolenc 


with therr preſent ſtate, diſcontent with equas« | 
lity, and forming FaRtions among themſelves, 


reduce all power into a few hands, and change 


the Optimacie into an Oligarchie, Thence - 
falling into the debaucheries of: the former 


Tyrant , and their Number making them leſs 
tolerable, they incur the ſame hatred, and meet 
with the ike ruine, For the People harafled by 
ſo many importunate Oppreflors, will ſoon 
offer irs miniſtery to any bold hand that will 
offend their derefted Geyernours, Neither 2 

TnEre 
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there want unquiet Spirics,that will take advan 
tage of the, People's anger and afliftance, borhto. 
ruine them, and raiſe themfelyes in the Popular 


elteem, 


When the Oligarchie hath loſt that pawes 
which they kaew not how to uſe, and the Pea+ 
ple are free to another choice, the memory of 
injuries by a Prince being not yet dead, -.and 
the brands of flavery by moxe numerous; Ty= 


rants yet freſh, the People are — 


more to: truſt after ſo many abuſes, and 


fore reſerye the Gevernment in themſches , 
which then. receives the name of Democracies 
This form of Government after it hath ſpent 
that ſtock of Vulear affection which is uſed to 
be given to every thing in ns fuſt- begin- 
nings , diſcovers that they have embraced.Li- 
cence inſtead of Liberty ; and whereas all Ga- 
vernmest ſhould be the preſervative of Order, 
this fills all with Confwſion, The body of the 
Soctety 1s torn into ſeveral Factions , and of 
one Community it becomes many, The Laws 
are neither framed nor executed for the pab- 
lick Utility, but for the advantage of the feve- 
xal parties, each by its courfe in Magiſtracie en- 
deayouring to depreſs the contrary, and ele- 
vate it ſelf, In this State, as in routed Armles, 
every one commands, and none obeyes ; the 
molt prudent muſt be directed by thoſe that 


haye no skil ro command, and the wiſelt follow 
B 4 the 
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the diRates of the tonorant rabble ; thoſe that 
are firteſt to give the ſafeſt counſels; muſt by a 
ſimple obedience be the inftruments -to-perform 
the decrees of ruine. Heroick Vertues and brave 
Examples are as dangerous here as under the 
worſt of Tyrants, and both the Love and the 
Hate of the People areequally dangerous. So 
that this Government laſts no longer then till 
the univerſal calamities (which come ſpeedily) 
diffolye it ; or ſome ambitious Officer takes from 
the Multitude that Liberty which they could 
not leng keep ; or ſome diſcreeter Citizen per- 
ſwades them to ſeek for peace and ſafety 1n 
the paths they have forſaken, and to return to 
Principality again, 


- Theſe are the uſual ſtages which Govern- 
' ment treads; and- as the Perſons are qualified 
In each ſtare, it makes the ſhorter or longer a- 
bode. But in every change, as the Sun 1n his 
removal to the ſeveral Tropicks, leaves the laſt 
ſquallid and deformed with cold and dark- 


.._ neſs, ſb Government leaves the laſt intruſted 


with it 11 rmne and deſolation, And the quick- 
er the motion is, the more pregnant it is with 
deſtruction. For Ambulatorie Government is 
like the Planets which, obſervation tells us, 
both at their riſing and ſetting bring Storms 
and"Tempeſts: ſo the ruine of the old, and the 
ereAion of a new form, waſt and tire thoſe un- 


happy people that live under them, Bad Go- 
| yernors 
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yernors being like Malignant ſpirits, which 
when they are exorciſed torture niore eager] 
the wretches they are to forſake ; and theſe 
are induſtrious to ruine all with their fall, and 
that an univerſal flame might be kindled' by 
their Funeral Pile, On the other fide , new 
and hopeful frames of Goyernment , though 
they are as defirable as Children to leſs-fruitful 
wombs, yet, like ſuch, come not into the world 
without pangs and throes, and ſometimes be- 
oin their lives with the death of their Au-' 
rhors, ; 
But in nothing are chanoes and corruptions 
of Government more noxious to a Communi- 
ty, then in that they are ofcen inlets and occa- 
ſons to Hſurpation, adminiſtring opportunities 
to ambitious ſpirits of uſurping Magiſtracie a- 
o4nſt the Peoples conſent, and contrary to the 
juſt pretenfions which other Perſons may have 
to the ſame, For from all theſe ſeveral forms 
of Governmenr declining to a diflolution , do 
Tyrannical #ſurpers , like Prodigies that are 
oenerated of Corruption , ariſe, And when 
ſuch do preyail and attain to power,that wretch- 
ed people that are ſubjeR to it muſt expect the 
worlt of miſeries which are derived from Imple- 
ty and Injuſtice. For Uſurpers being the pro- 
dudts of ſuch, are, as every thing 1s to be pre- 
ſerved by its Principles , tro be maintained by 
the ſame, : 

To 
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To an &ſwrper no Qualities are more requi- 
ſitethen to ii > 'vilify toad 
hate/ all Reltgion and Juſtice, He maſt know 
and dare to be exaftly wicked, and never in- 
tend; any good beyond the appearance. He 
malt pretend an affeRtion to Religion , bur it 
mult be onely that he may deflower it ; not by 
it tocontrat a friendſhip and league with Hea- 
ye, but that he may more eafily cheat, and 
execute his malice upon men. Faithfulneſs and 
Truth muſt be efteemed by him as the moſt dan- 
oerous Rocks on which his Power would fhip- 
wrack ; therefore his Oathes and Promiſes are 
like thoſe monſtrous Chymgra's, whoſe upper 
and more viſtble parts have an humane and 
beautiful aſpe& , but in their extremities be- 
come molt noxious Prodigies, He permits the 
pleaſures and lovely names of Mercy and. Pi- 
ty to ſoft ſouls and juſt Princes ; but neither 
time, ſupplications, -or ſatiery , which uſe to 
ſofcen others,can mitieate a Tyrants fury,which 
15 raiſed by his own jealouſies : for he muſt pu- 
niſh Suſpicions as manifeft Crimes, and cir- 
cumvyent the Innocency of others to cover his 
own Guilt. He muſt injure all- he fears, and 
hate all he hath injured, == 


To thoſe unhappy people whom he hath en- 
flayed, he muſt endeavour to leaye no more 
then the names and ſhapes of men , and that 
their humane bodies be but falſe harbours for 
brutiſh 
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brutiſh Souls, If ic be poſſible y. be muſt raſe 
out thoſe principles of Liberty , Vertue and 
Reaſon , which Nature hath impreſſed on the 
Spirits of men. For tobe Vertuous under a Ty- 
rantis to undermine lis Empite, becauſe good 
Examples | upbraid his Weakneſs, and rebet 
againſt the Cuſtomes of his Luſts , which he 
would have as a Law. And Reaſon hath more 
light in it then will ſuffer a Tyrants arts to 
be -undiſcoyered ; therefore he'will murder all 
thoſe whom he cannot corrupt , left they 
ſhould be guides and lights for the recovery of 
Freedome $ and ſecure himſelf in the next Ge- 
neration by introducing a barbarous Ignorance, 
which ſhall obſtru& the wales to Prudence ; 
and by vexing Vertue with ignominy and 
dangers, ( as the Romans puniſh'd criminal 
Virgins , firſt deflouring them by the hang- 


man, and afterwards ſtrapgling them) he ex- 


tirpates the love of it out of the breaſts of men, 
He interprets Friendſhip and Loye among his 
vaſſals as a dangerous Combination, and there- 
fore breaks all the ligaments of a Community 
which Rcligion or Nature have formed 1n ir, 
that he may twiſt the cords of Bondage ſtrong- 
er. Religion, which is the moſt binding cement 
of humane affe<&ions, he renders weak by its 
yariety : and when the People cannot agree 
about their Gods, they ſeldome conſpire to any 
publick- benefit , or againſt a Common Ene- 
my, asa Tyrant is, Or elſe he embaſesit _ 

ie 
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the alloy of wicked and abje& Principles, Men . 
being ſeldome more generous then the Deities 
they worſhip, and their ſpirits are bur. level to 
' their Devotions. From the Cotrts of Uſmrping 
T yrants crept thoſe monſtrous Idolatries of 
Calves, Dogs, Cats and Crocodiles, Their ciyil 
and natural unions muſt be broken alſq, Pub- 
lick conventions, where conyerſe creates a fa- 
miliarity, and that a mutual confidence, as al- 
ſo publick Feaſts, which are the finews of ac- 
quaintancey are either wholly forbidden , or | 
made dangerous by his Spyes, Who are to ga- 
cher up the looſe ſpeeches of men made free by 
wine 'and exceſs, and form the fimplicity of 
Table-talk into compaRs of Treaſon : fo that 
by ſuch treacheries an ' univerſal diffidence is 
created, and members of the ſame City be- 
come as ſtrange to each other, as1f they dwelt 
under the oppoſite Poles, Nor can a Tyranc 
be ſafe, unleſs he diflolve the priyate as well 
as the publick unions. Therefore Wives are 
brived with their own diſhonour, a licence for 
a wandering Luſt and affurance of Alimonie, 
to betray their Husbands, Sons by too early | 
hopes of Patrimony are ſollicited to rifle therr 
Fathers cabinets, unlock their ſecrets, and ex- 
poſe them to the Tyrants blondie fury, And 
Servants have a liberty beyond manumiſſion 
to make their Maſters bondmen. For while 
every houſe flames withcontentionz the Uſurper 
may, like Nero, ſecurely fing and play. Their 
Fortunes 
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Fortunes muſt be no .better then. their Souls ; 
. for he muſt make them poor and needy, that 


all their cares being employed for neceſlary 


ſubſiſtence, they may have no leiſure to ton- 
erive -their Liberty, While. his Gabe/s waſte 
their goods, he nauſt make Warres to conſume 
cheir multitude, left the contemplation'of their 
Number produce a confidence 1n their ſtrength, 
to break that power which doth oppreſs them, 
For 7 yrants meaſure not their power by their 


own force, but by the. weakneſs of thur miſe- 


rable Vaſals. His Inftruments of ſlayery 
muſt be ſuch that either haye no Reaſon to 
diſpute, or no Conſcience ro ſcruple the moſt 
1mpious Commands, whoſe Fortunes are made 
by his ſpoiles of villany, .and whoſe ſafety 
onely depends' upon his ſervice, Yet when 
they have performed his work, he uſes them as 
the Roman e/£diles did beaſts and malefaQtors 
in the Theatres, when they would recreate the 
People in their Speftaculs, make them accuſe 
and deſtroy one the other : ſo they fall with 
_ the publick applauſe whom before he had ob- 
xRed to the publick hate, For their obſequi- 
ouſneſs to. lis Juſts cannot ſecure: them from 
his fury, [Becauſe :nſtruments of. great crimes do 
even with their fight npbraid him that emplot- 
ed them, Or elſe he fearing that what they 
have done. for lim, they may praQtiſe a- 
oainſt him, therefore he will ſerye them as 
thoſe that killed the Poſt-horſes- by _— 

- they 
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they fled, leſt others ſhould uſe them in their 


Theſe are the Inſtitutes of Tyrannite , which 
the praftices and diQtates of former {fſwurpers 
have tranſmitted as Oracles religiouſly to be 
obſerved by ſuch whoſe blinded Souls prefer 
Power to Verttde , and an 1gnominious 
Greatneſs to the Innecency of a Private life, 
And under fuch a Magiſtrate thatſhall con- 
ceiye theſe as the Reiglements of Empire and 
Myſteries of State , what can the People ex- 
pe, but the preatelt miſeries a Societie can 
be ſabjeRt to? To which kind of puniſhment 
incenſed Heaven moſt commonly condemns 
an unqutet people , who corrupted with Plen- 
ty, and grown wanton by a long Peace, be- 
come impatient of Laws, and diſcontent 
with lawful Governours ; that when they 
know, not how moderately to uſe a juſt Li- 
berty, they might be made ſenſible of the 
heavieſt Slavery, Wfſurpers proving to be the 
moſt iuſupportable T yrants, For although a 
lawful Prince may poſſibly degenerate into 
Tyranny ; yet hath he no neceſſity nor incen- 
tives 40-tt-: becauſe when his own VYertues, or 
the happy memory of his Anceſtors, have com-. 
mended him to the People's Love, and he cn- 
ters -upen his Dignity with their Conſent, 
he cannot imagine (unleſs infatuated to de- 
— Rruſtion) any ſurer baſis for his Power then 
what 
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what He firſt ſtood upon, the AﬀeRions of 
his Subjzes, and the Juſtice of has Title, Bur 
an Uſurper that cither by force or decat hath 
impoſed upon them , doth in his very en- 
trance create cauſes of Hatred in the People, 
and of Fears in himſelf : thence flow the con- 
crary defires of Revenge and Security in cach 
| Other , which are not to be ſatisfied but by 
mutual Injuries, And he that wreſtles with 
the People's hate, will find himſelf as born 
under the Starre of Hercates , who: when he 
had cut off one of the Hydra's heads, had 
his labours renewed by the ſudden produdtion of 
many more : and while a Tyrant fſecks- toſc- 
cure himſelf by injuring one of Js fuſpeRted 
Enemies, he will provoke a multitude more 
caoer for his ruine, So that he ſhall find 
himſclf neceſſitated, if he will keep what he 
hath wickedly got , to repeat bus Crimes, and 
increaſe their miſenies, mull they become un- 
capable of Liberty , ſtupid under their cala- 
mities, and neither defirous nor able to take 
FeVEnDBe, 


Of the barbarous effeAts of this kind of Ty- 
rannie no place was eyermore ſenfible then 
the Iſland of Sic:ly, a Country continually 
teeming with theſe Monſters, who endeayou- 
ring to enſlaye their Cities, and perpetuate 
their Dominion , made that Iſland the Thea- 

| tre 


tre of Miſery and Villany, And among all . 
thoſe .plagnes of mankind and diſturbers of 
Society, whoſe afts Antiquiry hath tranſmir- 
ted to poſterity, none have their memories 
wee: yr with more eternal marks of Infamy 
then Agathocles , whoſe bloody Artifices and 
execrable practices to. raiſe hunſelf from an ab- 
jet and baſe condition to an abſolute Soye- 
rajgnty » and from being the molt contempti- 
ble part of a- Community to arrive at ſuch 
a power as to trample upon the Liberties: of 
| his City, made the Ancient Hiſtorians never 
mention him without the Title of The moſt Im- 
pioms, And Machiavel, the modern Critick 
of Policy and grand Inftruftor of Tyranny , 
fingles him out of the whole Herd of antique 
Monſters as the ſingular Patern of Tyranny, 
and Example of ſuch that by Injuſtice and 
Impiety will acquire Principality: ' in whoſe 
aſcent to Greatneſs he acknowledgeth no ad- 
vantage by Vertue, nor any fayourable aſſi- 
ſtance from Fortune z but that all his Power 
was the ſole produ&t of a monſtrous Wicked- 
neſs, which will appear in this Hiſtory of his 
Life, | 
0 
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Agathocles 


GATHOCLES the Syraca-. 
ſan Tyrant was the ſon of Carcings, 

a native of Rhegium, a City in [ta- 
| {y; who being baniſh'd from thence, 
had ſeated himſelf at Therme ,. one of the Ci- 
tles in Sicily that were then- under the Domi- 
nion of the Carthagimans. Where taking to 


Wife one of the Citizens daughters, and ſhe 


having conceived by him, he was continually 
diſquieted in his ſleep with horrid dreams 
concerning the child his Wife was then pregs 
nant' with, To put an end to theſe terrors, 
and to be aflured from the Gods what the 
iſſue ſhould be of what his Dreams did but con- 
fuſedly and impzrfeftly repreſent , there was 
preſented to: him this opportunity, The Car- 
thagiman Commander 1n Sicily was at that 
time diſpatching ſome Embaſladors to the Ora- 
cle at Delphos, to enquire of the Event of 
ſome publick defign. Theſe men Carcims 
acquaints wich his preſent 1nquietudes, and 
defires them to conſult the Oracle concern- 
ing his expeted Iſſue, They ſatisfied his de- 
fire, and received from the Oracle this anſwer ; 
. E That he which ſhould be born ſhould be a canſe 
©Oof exceeding great miſeries both to the Car= 
« thaginians @ud all Sicily, Which anſwer 
allaied not, but increaſed the diſquiets of 


Carcings ; for he was now tortured betwlxt 
h C  * the 
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rw fafety of her Husband, 
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the fear of the Paumck wrath, if he ſhould 
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foſter their future Enemy, and his Paternal 
affection , which diflwa ed him from ſacrift- 
cing his own Chikd whom the Gods bad dc- 
fi oned to ſome great emploiments, (or other- 
wiſe he could not caufe ſuch troubles : :) thar he 
meoht ſecure the "bir arthaginar fears , that 
were bur his imperious Oppreflors ; and ng 
the quiet of Sicily , which Was but his 
dame. But at Hft his fears, as 1s nfual, brevat- 
led oyer: his other affechons ; and therefore 
teft the breeding of hits Child ſhould be the 
cauſe of both their deaths , he expoſed it to 
perifh in publick, and ſome were appointed 
co watch its end, But it bring :nopeſſible to 
reverfe the Decrees of Fate, which throgh fore- 
known, are not to be avrided ; his life out. 
Tafted the patience of the Watchers » Who be- 
mg tired in thetr expetation , (became more 
neg tigent in thetr charge : whic afforded his 
Mother an opportunity to ſteal htm awa 

the.” Bar noe _ ro bring him An 

teft ſhe ſhould renew his danger, 'or confulting 
e commits lim 
to the care of her. Brother Hererh das, and 
calts him. after her Fathers name , 4 Jeathe- 
cles. 


Thus 1s the relation of Agathorter's firſt co- 
ming into the world ; a Birch proper for a 
Tyrant, wherein be proved terrible. aiid dan- 


; gerous 
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gerous to thoſe that were the Authors of his life. 
Buc ſuch Prodigies and PrediRtions as theſe are 
of 2 dubious credit and uncertain Ori 

For although the Longanimiry of Heaven, thar 
unwillingly punihes the fins of men , 
and doth ſometimes, by means that ſeem: molt 
proper to its infinite ag mig before «K fitkes, 
warn the World of choſe plagues that ſhall 
come upon them : yet moſt of theſe 'Oracles 
which we meet with in Hiſtory are polt-nace, 
and afcer the fat invented and publiſhed ; 
and that from yarious beginnings. - For ſome- 
times the Vulgar, who are more Superſtitions 
then Rehgioue , will either find or frame 4 
' Predittion for every great Event : Becaule they 
being 1gnorant of the true Cauſes of thin 
and not. able to obſerve the progreſs of Ef- 
fects, but conſidering the Event in is full 
produc , carinot but admire «, and therefore 
attribute it to that power which onely can work 
| woniders ; and fo ſeek or make a Decree of Hea- 
ven, that ſhould coney the Iffues through 
fo many ſceming difficulties, Hence alſo i 
came to paſs that when mer of obſcure births 
have performed great ations in the World, 
their deſcene riot fully ap _ when their 
adiions were full of | ur , they haye ime- 
gined their Vertue was to be their Herald, 
and ſo did derive their pedegree from the Gods: 
as Hercules from Fmpiter, and Ronmlns from 
Mars, And becauſe Z the Divine Providence, 
= C 3 wlllitig 
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willing to ſhew that its ſole power, and not the 
prudence of Men, doth make them great, doth 


often expoſe ſnich in their Infancy to great dan- 
oers,, whonr1n their riper years 1t intends to ad- 


_ yance to mighty Honours ; thereby beginning 


to demonſtrate its force, when Prudence can- 
not pretend to their preſervation : the Vulgar 
likewiſe fits by their fancies, for thoſe whom 
with admiration they behold raiſed from low 
beginnings to unexpected Greatneſs , ſuch en- 
tertainments in the World as muft requice 
the care cf the Gods for their preſervation, 
Thus the Romans formed the beginnings of 
their Romwles, and the Perſians for their Cy- 
r:4, and the Inhabitants of Spary for their King 
Habs. | 


| Nor are the rude Multitude the onely authors 
of ſuch fabulous Miracles, but Tyrants them- 
ſelves , which accommodate their deſigns to the 
Vulgar fancies, are frequently the very Ora- 
cles that frame Prediaions concerning their 
own erandeur, For theſe either defienins 
the change of their Republicks, or being alrea- 
dy ſeized of power, do labour to make the 
world believe that Heaven 1s of the Plot, and 
concerned 1n their preſervation : nothing being 
more. prevalent upon the minds of men then 
Religion, which Tyrants by theſe Oracles make 
uſe of, to produce an awe in their opprefled 
Vaſlals, that they ſhould not yainly attempr 
| to 
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to break thoſe caains which Fate hath impoſed 
on them ;, and by their efforts upon thelr Op- 
prefſors, ſeem to undertake a fruitleſs warre, 
to reverſe the :Decrees of Providence, Thus 
Lyſander projeAing the change of the Go- 
verament of Sparta, would engage the Gods in 
the deſign, and corrupted the Prieſts to forge 
Oracles for the ſame, Agrippina's ambition to 


- have her Son, reton, prompted her to diſperſe a 


Miracle to make way for it, that the Gods to 
preſerve him for the Empire, had appointed two 
Serpents to be the Guardians of his Infancy, 
Catilize, to inflame Lentulus to burn Rome, 
fed ' his ambinious and empty- Soul with ſome 
dark Oracle out of the S:by/'s. leaves. And ſuch 
who have graſped at great defigns, haye la- 
boured to make the. world belieye that there 
was alwaies ſome commerce betwixt the Gods 
and them, Scipro Africanus would neyer un- 
dertake any action, before he had ſome time 
fate in the Capitol in the Shrine of Jwpeter ; 
from whom he would be concciyed- to be 1n- 
; on with ſome Heroick airs: ſo that his Soul- 
iers with confidence followed that Leader 
whom they believed the Gods directed, Em- 
»u, a Slavein Sicily, pretending 19ſpirations 
from the Syrian Goddeſs, ſoon gathered up an . 
Army of fixty thouſand men , who, as 1f they 
ſeemed to follow the commands of the Gods, 
Routly aſſiſted this their imaginary King » and 
oyerthrew four Roman Pretors with their for- 
C 3 CCS, 
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ces, Sandrocet, a Greek Fugitive, having by Art 
reduced a Lion from his natural fierceneis, to 
come and lick the ſweat of his body, perſwa- 
ded the Indians that the Gods had deſigned 
him for Empire by ſubje&ting the Beaſt to his 
feryice ; and he was readily accepted by them 
for their Prince, and emploied to recover ther 
Liberty from the Captains of Alexander - 
who freeing them from that yoke, did opprefs 
them with his own Tyranny. So eafily do the 
multitude follow that choice which they belieyo 
. Heaven hath made ; admiring him whom they 
fancy the Gods have loved, and fearing to of- 
fend thoſe who pretend a Detty to be their 
Guardian, Which natural reverence of Hea- 
yen and Religtous ſimplicity in the minds of 
men , the Tyrants make their firſt advantage 
to aſcend to power, And it is poſlible that A. 

athocles was no leſs impudent to deceive the 
people and abuſe the Gods this way then he 
was in his' other pra&ices, and had cqmpoſed 
this Miracle when he firſt imagined to com- 
paſs the Tyranny ; founding his firſt hopes 
of Dominion 1n a Superſtitious fear of the cre- 
dulous multitude. DT 


The Pate of Sicily and the Carthaginians 
| having thus preſeryed him that was to be their 
— » he was brought up by his Uncle He- 
raclidas , and orew to be of a comely coun- 
tenance , and fuſty frame of body __—_ 
$ 
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his years. When he came to ſeven years -of 
age, his Father .Carcium was invited by Hera- 
cldas to a Sacrifice : where ſeeing Agathecles 
playing together with ſome of his mates, whe- 
ther through ſome ſecret motion of Nature, or 
by the raruty and pleaſantneſs of the fight , hc 
was much affeRted with the beauty = vigour 
of the Boy, His' Wife obſerving tt , .did 1m- 
mediately ſuggeſt unto him, that juft ſuch an 
one their Son would have been had he not 
been ſo 1nhumanely expoſed, Carcinus profeſ- 
ſed that he was ſorry tus fears had tranſported 
him beyond natural aff<Rion , - and to ſhew 
his reſentment, exceedingly wept, His Wife 
conceiving his preſent affe&ions to comport 
with her defign, acquaints him with the whole 


| ſtory, how ſhe had ſaved the Child, and that 
| this was the ſame, He was extremely pleaſed 


with the relation , and with joy received hus ' 
Son, whom Proyidence and the affeftion of 
a Mother had ſo preſeryed : bur doubting leſt 
the receiving of his Son to his own houſe 
ſhould quicken the remembrance of the Ora= 
cles, and ſo expoſe them both to the Cartha- 
giui#n Fury, he remoyed his narrow Famil 
out of their Dominions, and planted hamſelf at 
Syracuſe, the ſtage on which his Son was to at 
thoſe various Scenes of Blood and Vulany. 


Carcings at his new- habication was ſo jor: 
and deftiture of friends, that to maintain hun- 
C 4 ſelf 
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ſelf and his Family, he emplord himſelf in 
making of Pots , and taught his ſon the ſame 
trade; that he might contribute ſomething to 
his maintenance, Which occupation , being 
the Embleme of abſolute Dominion, did ſeem 
to habituate his hanghty and aſpiring Soul to 
the pratice of a boundleſs Power ; and by 
compoſing clay to the forms of his own fancy, 
he did inure himſelf to module Societtes and 
Commonwealths to the 1deas of his own 
Luſts and intereſt. In this mean trade Car- 
cinus and his ſon did onely wreſtJe with neceſ- 
fity and poverty, and could never increaſe his 
ſubſtance to the Cenſe of a Citizen ; and there- 
fore a long time lived as a burden, not a mem- 
ber, of that Community : till ſuch time as 
Timoleon, the Scourge of Tyrants, having 
freed Sicily from thoſe Monſters, to repleniſh 
Syracnſe , which the cruelty and horrid at- 
tempts of thoſe Uſurpers had almoſt depopu- 
lated, did 'grant the priviledges and immuni- 
ties of the City to all that would come and in- 
habite there : at which time Agathocles with 
his Father were 1nrolled among the Citizens, 
and did enjoy that Liberty which he was ſhort- 
ly to Tuine, p 


Carcinns not long after dies, and leaves the 
care of this young Potter to his ſurviving Mo- 
ther : whoin a feminine fondneſs of her Son, 
would needs ſet up his Effigies made in ſtone 

Th 
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in one of the Temples of Syracuſe, On which 


a ſwarm of Bees did one day ſettle, 'and made 
their little Cells of wax betwixt the thighs of it, 
The Augurs, and ſuch as addiRted themſelves to 
the yain curioſity of the future, betng conſulted 
concerning this accident , gave this anſwer ; 
«© T hat when her ſon came to years of matarity, 
&« he ſhould arrive to great digmty. A conjeure 
which, becauſe it was anſwered 1n the-Evyent , 
became an obſervation, and _ tranſmitted to 

oſterity, - Whereas the preate rt of ſuch 
An us 4 uguries are burt ed noblt wha = the 
ſucceſs makes them not anthentich, 


From theſe low beginnings did Agathocles 
ariſe to a Principality, Thus the Providence 
of Heaven ſometimes , to' mock the pride of 
Princes, and baffle the Inſolencies of Great- 
neſs, as alſo to afſert its own abſolute oyer- 
ruling Power, doth permit. the inhabitants of 
the dunghill to poſleſs the Palaces of Kings, 
and gives the Kingdomes of the world to the 
baſett of men, He that ſhall obſerve 'and 
confider the Examples that are in ancient and 
modern Hiſtory , will find how much of 
Mockery there 1s in all humane affairs, and 
how ſhert-fighted that which we call Humane 
Providence 1s to foreſce and prevent future e- 
vents : for when jealous Cines have provided for 
their Liberty by the baniſhment of cheir moſt 
potent Citizens , and the Oftraciſme of mw 

| | WO 
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who by their noble extracts and deſcent from 
imperial Originals are moſt to be ſuſpeRed 
to 1mpoſe upon the rights of their Country, 
they have been many tumes inflaved by ſame 
comempuble member of their Community. 
And frequently in Kingdomes , not thole 
whom Fame or Hope deſtined to Empire , 
but whom Providence hath 1a ſecret reſerved 
to be the future Prince , have aſcended the 
Throne. And the higheſt Commands, which 
- men conceive the due reward of atl Vertues , 
and the portion of the beſt-deſcended , are 
yet ſometimes given to the yilelt perſons, and 
the Majeſty of Empire profaned by. moſt ab- 
ject exerciſers of that power, as Slaves, Thieyes, 
Fencers and — or ſuch rw = of 
the le, This happens not but throug 

ct a ul e, When not content= 
Sos bear the ——_ Rule ef lawful Prnn- 
ces, they are condemned to ſerve ſuch repfoach- 
Full Lords, The Romans bewailed the malig- 
nity of their Fortune when they were forced, 
m preſerving their Dignity and defending 
their Aﬀociates, to ſend forth juſt Armies a- 


 gainſt ſuch theatrical Princes, as if they had 


been honourable and lawful Kings ; and as 
it were aſhamed of their Victory, they thought 
the majeſty of a Triumph would be polluted 
if it were granted to the ſybduers of ſach ima- 
ginary Commanders, The 1gnominy there- 


fore 
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yg" of Heaven againſt an un- 
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| poor and obſcure, were yet more polluted by 


fore of the Tyrant muſt needs aggravate the 
bondage of thoſe that are compelled to ſerve 
kim, And by how much they are remoyed 
from the juſt hopes of che ſupreme power, they 
are ſo much the more 1 ate in their pri 

and ambition when they arriye unto it ; their 
Souls being, fike half-tamiſhed Romachs, in- 
ſatiable with Dominion, In the exerciſe where. 
of they are like Comets, which being but 
Exhalations of the earth, when they are raiſed 
to the height, and kindled to the brightacſs 
of a Star, do portend ruine to the greateſt 
perſons and the beſt by gr = ſuch con 
remptible men eleyated to-power do rage moſt 
wor." the better and moſt nercwane of 
a Society » and ſeek to hide the baſencſs of 
their own, by ſpilling all the nobler blood. 
And as ſubterranean fires which firſt feed 
upon. the roots, and then conſume the entrails 
of great mountains ,' do from thence ſpread 
alhes and ruine upon the adjacent Valleys 


| and neighbouring plains; fo do ſuch men, 


fired with ambition, labour to undermine the 
Optimacy, which are the ſupereminenc parts 
of eyery Community , and then diffuſe yaſſa- 
lage and miſery upon the Populacy, And 
fuch did Agathecles prove to be tothe miſerable 


Syracuſans, 
A gathecler' Birth and Childhood , thou 


his 
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his vitious Youth and his following conyer- 
ſation. For he was more infamous by the 
courſe of his life, then for the meanneſs of his 
birth ; becauſe mot the beginmngs , but the 
progreſs of  onr lives are the ſubjet}s of onr 
chouce, and it ts that which renders u4 capable 
of ſhame or glory, Andas Veitue 1s not in- 
tailed upon - Patrician families ; ſo by no 
Decree of. Fate or law of Nature 1s tc 'pro- 
ſcribed from Plebeian breaſts : but ſuch as can 
boaſt no glory of their Anceſtors , may yet 
be admired for their own Heroick a&tons, 
And many of thoſe oreat actions which the 
world hath wondred at , haye been performed 
perſons who were obſcure 1n their Orig1nall, 
and had no advantage for Fame from their 
birth, Fertze whereſoever t ts placed , draws 
the reverence and affettion of men ; who be- 
hold Gallant perſons as they do fair and great 
Trees, in which are commended the ſtraight- 
neſs, height .and bigneſs of the Trunk, and 
the large exrent and beauty of the Branches ; 
bur ſeldome is it inquired of the meaſure and 
depth of their Roots, Rome never repented 
the prodigality of her Honours in fix Con- 
ſulfhips to Marin a Plebetan , while ſhe 
received no leſs glory and ſafety from his 
condud then fr2m any of her Patrician Con- 
ſuls; and while he was contented to recetve, 
not force'the people's fayour , which & wſw- 
ally moſt prone and indulgent to new appearers 
| in 
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zn the State, But when his Ambition made 
him 1mpatient of reft, and he would raviſh,nor 
; court, his City's love, and ſnatch thoſe Ho- 
NOurs "which ſhe had defiened ro cthers , he 
appeared i in his ſeventh Conſulſhip no leſs 
dangerous to his own. Citizens in peace, then 
he was to their Enemies 1n war. So that-nor 
his Birth, but his Vices diſgraced his former 
d!gnitics and expoſed him to the publick hatred. 


But Agathocles his Youth was more diſ- 
oraceful then his Trade, and. continued the 
1onominy of his Infancy with the .diſhonour 
of his riper years : for being of a comely frame 
. and lovely viſage, he did allure, and .profit- 
ture himſelf as a common Bardacio to every 
man's Luſt who was able to pay the-reward 
of his infamy. And that he might not be 
unacquainted with any iniquity, he afterwards 
transferred his Luſt from men to women ; 
that as before he injured the Wiyes by diver- 
ting the affeRions of their Husbands, ſo he 
would abuſe the Husbands with the Diſhonour® 
of their Wives, . And in theſe pratices he 
-= his firſt years, living ſo contemptibly , 
that -he was without any eſteem or regard , 
as one that had no Fortune to be ſollicicous 
to preſerye, nor any Credit or Modeſty to 
be tender of. 


But by theſe baſer Arts he at. Jength got 1n- 


to 
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eo favour with Damas one of the wealthieſt 
Syracaſans, by becoming his Pathick, and into 
the affeions of his Wife, by being her Gal- 
lant, This man's favour brought the Potter 
- , Into the Militia of the City, and in the dif- 
. charge thereof he was f> incouraged and aſ- 
ſited by kim, that he was put into a conditi- 
on of thriving, and a way to raiſe his Fortune, 
For Dams being made Commander in chief cf 
the Syracuſan army which they emploted a- 
eainft the Agrigentives , when one of the 
Colonels were dead, he preferred Agathocles 
ro that Command, who had before ſhewed 
himfetf not unequal to fach an emplotment, 
being of a yigour and courage fit for great a- 
 Rions, He alfo had made himſelf confidera- 
ble among the YValgar, who alwaies look mpor 
things extraordinary, by accultoming himſelf 
in all lis military exerciſes, to uſe ſuch hea- 
vy and ſtrong arms as none clfe could caft- 
ly manage. But being now made Colonet , 
| he had more adyantage to get a popular name 
and eftecm ſway Great and eminent, 
_ though not among the Good, And his pre- 
fermene rendred more conſpicuous all thoſe 
his other advantages which he had ether by 
Nature or Art, He was of a comely preſence, 
and a _ ature (which to the Vulgar are 
marks of Rule) an high and immoderae ſpi- 
rit. He had a mixture of good and bad Arts, 
He was as well induftrious as he was Iuxu- 
-- mow, 
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rious ,, not leſs lar then. arrogant , baſe 
and mfamous bo bis pleaſures A gave 
himſelf tothem, bur follicitous and bold when 
he conceived it expedient ; he was hazardous 
In his attempts, a deſpiſer of dangers , im- 
pudent and paſſionate in, his harangyes, and 
ſo uſually prevailed, upon the Aulrrtuds, who 
are more eafily perſwaded and moved. by what 
appears, then by what traly  : and he ſeemed 
to haye all things requifite for Fame, but an 
honeſt Son}, To all theſe at length was ad- 
ded that other adyantage of Wealth and Rs- 
ches, which are the heys to Greatneſs, and 
meks the acceſſes to Honowr more eafie and 
ex, For Damasdying, and leaving his e- 
y 2 to his Widow , ſhe became the Wiſe of 
Agathecles, and her Dowry put him unto the 
Cenfe of the ncheſt Citizens , and raiſed his 
defires beyond the level of a private perſon : 
for having @ long time been vexed wi _ 
ve now fl own wealthy , 
—_ nor well Fm, e._qrvarks of his For- 
_ rune, bur was immoderate ins thaſe deſires 
which had by a long Poverty been. Intheito 
ſupprefled, 


| The vunquiet flate of the Commonwealth, 
eicher by Faſtions at home ox Wars abroad, 
ve him frequent opportunities of promoting 

is defigns, and improving his efteem among 
the Vulgzr, For commotions 1n o—_— 
| tke 
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like Earthquakes , which as.chey fomerumes 
ſwallow up pleces'of land that have been lon 
inhabited, and much adorned with the arts ſe, 
Edifices of men, ſo do they-ſometimes thruft 
forth into the world ſome new pieces of ground, 
which though - barren at firſt , may be capa- 
ble of the tame ornaments with thoſe which 
are loſt : ſoin Civil broils many ancient Fa- 


 miilies and eminent Perſonas are overthrown 


and deſtroled ; and in their ſtead ariſe new 
men to. receive the Honours and reyerence of 
the people, No Societies are more ſubject 
to ſuch ſeditious commotions then Democrat:- 
cal Politics, where all things being. carried by 
the rude, ignorant and popular breath, they 
are often managed by ambitious perſons to the 
ſhaking of the State, 'who endeayour to over- 


- whelm others, to raiſe themſelves, In: ſuch a 


Commonwealth did Agathocles live , which 
was therefore more obnox1tous to his Arts; and 
he negleSted no advantage that ſeemed fayou- 
rable to his defign, Therefore the Syracuſans 
having decreed to ſend an . Army to relieve the 
City (rotor, that then was beſieged by the 
Bratii, Agathocles gets himſelf to be created 
by the publick ſuffrage a Colonel in this Expe- | 
dition ; but the chief command was intrufted 
to Soſiftratus and Heraclides, men that had a 
long time lived by opprefſion,rapine and blood, 
and had made themſelves powerful by excee- 
ding Crimes, In this feryice Agathocles having 


. behaved * 
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behaved himfelf Routly , was notwithſtanding, 


through the Envy of: Sofiſtratas ,_ denied; thaſe 


Honours and rewards which he conceived due 


Thisinjurf combig] fa .evaſk- £0; bi defigns 

ing his 22-25... popular eſtimation, he 
could not digelt ; 'but his{pirit. boiled with an- 
oer and roo res ens the 
Glory ofthat:which he thought was the proper 
effe of: his Valour, and thathe ſhould be ob» 
ſcurely expoſed to fruitleſs danger 


as 


$: not was he 
leſs grieyed at his Enenues Honour then. at his 
own Wrong, Therefore-to ſatisfie: his , re« 
venge, and totrie another way to Fame,which 
was to make himſelf great 'by. enmities-with 

reatmenz: and for which he:was alfo.fitted by 
Nature, ingof a round and ſmooth diſcourſe, 
$kilfull tn raiſing. ſlanders , and bold -enough 
to proſecute them, | powerful at FaRtions: and 
popular: diſcontents ; he leaves. the Army and 
makes' haſt home, where he challenges the _li- 
berty of a free Ciry, and acculeth Sofiftratus 


_ and his party (of the greateſt:Crime in a Po- 


ular State ) as inyaders of the common Li- 


, and ſuch as intended a Tyranny, ©. But 


_ the SyracaſansnegleRted theſe accuſations ;: el-! 


ther becauſe.-their Commonwealth was defe- 
Rive in its | conſtitution. as laying not provi-. 
ded for a way whereby ſach accuſations  &- 
ven of their: moſt poteat Citizens might be 

= throngh= 
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| they could not puh 
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- much'for the ſecuticy —___ their þ.> 14. DATE 
4: would have onſulaciens and 
conſpiracies againſt it, _ bropubed a way 
and courſe by Law for Citizens to vent thetr 
:paſſions and humours one againft another, and 
nor 'neceffitated them 'to extraordinary ;Waies 
nd 'ipriyate force, which do fopn. ruine' the 
Commonweahkh ;) Or SofiFr ates his greatneſs 
and ſucceſs had ſecured him 2 -; force 
of any impeachinent, fothat the/ people were 
not willing to take 'notice'of that crime, which 
iſh, or of that: defign which 

could not preyent,, For ſomerrmes trea- 
ſons .axe with more eaſe avoided: when they are = 
2ot #nder ſtood, and ure more dangeriius in ſo pe- 
text: 4. perſon when' known, thenwhen they are 
onely 2 defies, Or" elle the-rredir of ow. 
thoctes was ſo low, that- he could: not raiſe a 
belicf in any that. be could, be. ſollicitous for 
the publick good-; "or that this was any thing 
elſe but a ſally of his fatious Spirit, - His ar- 
tempts beins > lighted, he was forced to © ſup- 
pre his preſenc Accuſations, | tb 


-- Bur Sofiftratia returning home | miftqxions 
from Croton, the Syracuſazis loft more by the 
Victory then was ſought by thei war 5 for he 
belno g prou with his ſucceſs, and con(cious: 
of. his own deſigns, and doubting thatthe ac- 
culations of Agatbocles had . made. him. ob- 


nox1ous 


OO — 
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gt Ne les. jealoulie and er, 
he changes. the form of of the { enment in. 


tO -an. Nigarchy , eftablithing the $y 


' powerln ſome few. = Nobleſs, 2 age 


g him(lf che chick, * the, 

—_—_— his own fafery ; Fay: by 4 
dentro him here could: happen nothing. moge 
diſmal-in his enterpriſe, then. what he was 30 

expett in a modeſt and private condition, This 
though ar firſt it ſtemed to ſecure Sofiftr, 
yer was it of a pernicious conſequence = 

imſelf and the City in the iflue of ir.;, For 
to chavge the Arte h and the accn _ 
Orders of 4 | Society muſt needs off ane 
perſons; and where there are many malcomene, 
ſome wretched. accident may be every day fea- 
red, Beſiges the Example 1t gives to others 
to the: fame attempts , which will adjuſt the 
moſt horrid praftices that are done ro 6a 
pa; for Exemples ftay net where they 

and though at firſt they + akin ut Its 4 

part, yes at laſt invade . the whole; and when 
men have once declined. from the rule of Ju- 
ſice, they are preciqutate to that which # guil-: 
no 19429 Conceruing that diſhoneurable for bins 
which bath ny beneficial to another, $0 


that this. —_— of Sofftratus and his, parry 


didin po meaſure honeſt the fucure procee- 
dings. of: Es Them againſt them, and —_ 


his hug Tyranny, - 
D2 Yet 
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| Yerat preſent Agathocles , that had found 


no Juftice from his Enemy when © he ſeryed 
under his command inthe war, could not now 
expe&t ſecunty fromhim_in peace, who had 


| the Whole power of 'the City, and was ex- 


aſperated by his accuſations ; and-as foriner] 


he felt his Envy, ſo he was now to fear his 
' Revenge} and; therefore forſakes the City. And 
' becauſe he was thus obſtruted 1n his courſes 
-to Principality at home , he- intended- to at- 


tempt it abroad, To this end he gathers up in 


Sicity a company of ſuch'as were accuſtomed 


to robberies, by hopes of- larger booties and 
more ſplendid rapines. Theſe he diſpoſes tn- 


.to the ſpecies of a juſt Army, dividing chem 


into ſeyeral Companies, and marfhalling them 
under diſtin&t Leaders, to be the fitter to re- 
ceive and execute his commands. - With this 
thieviſh Army he fails oyer into [taly, and 
watches all opportunities for ſpoil and Ty- 
oy: The firft that felt his attempts were 


'the Crotomates, for whoſe liberty before he'had 


behaved himſelf ſtoutly eyen to envy * and 
now as1f he had repented of his Vertue, or 
to ſhew that though he was not willing they 


ſhould ſerve others, yet he deſired they might 


be his Slaves, he endeayours to- ſurprize their 
City, Bur being diſcoyered and encountred, 
he was beaten back with great loſs of *his com= 
pany, With ſhame and the reſt of- his beaten 


forces he flics to Tarentwm, where he with his 


company 
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company. were received ;into pay: as mexcenary 
Souldiers:for . the defence, of the Ciry. | Bur 
this 1immoderate ono of Greatneſs, wires his 
\unquler; ſpirit y- which grew more eager by re- 
pulles, would not ler himreft ; (0 pd 
0 ts that. hoye 'which. great... deſires do _con- 
cezve) that eyen there | practiſed to. artiye 
ar Principality, and infead. of a Seryane to 
become. Maſter of the, place.” - But his. defons 


being diyulged, he was caſbicred, and wich hi 


FaQtion and party driyen out of the City, 
_ Thus everywhere. unfortunate. abroad ,. . he 
is preſented. by Fortune, with $6 0pporraniry of 
returning; home, | and. reyenge on his adyerſa- 
ries. . For the Syracaſans were about that tune 
in hoſtility with che Ciry Khegium ,- and had 
ſent an Army to befiege it under the Condu& 
of  Sofftrarus. Agethocles , that was then 
maintaining himſelf and (his. ſmall party by 


Robberies, hearing of it, gathers together all : 


the Exiles. that were in thoſe parts.of {taly , 

and other Vagabonds and Thieyes, and with 

ſuch forces atrempts to. raiſe the fiege before 

Te -: and :{o. bappily accompliſhes _ it, 
at 


e, broke the Army of Sofiftr at with ſo.. 


oreat a. rout, that he became. contemptible. to, 
the Syracuſans, The vont of 4 Hoy 
ftirate dath alwgies wſher; in- bis rune... For. 
the people encouraged by his overthrow , and- 


exaſperated by the inſolency of the Ogar- 


D 3 cF-y, 


eh 
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Hy > , who had incurret] the publickhatfedy and | 
*ahimared by fome' ſecret praftices' 6f  Ayatho- 
"Ches, took by arts, and forced $4 and 
his patty, which 'were abour for himdred', afl 
_ ments / or Members af 'the Ol; perch, 
the Gdyernivient' and 'City - alfo: and 
Mrdeiged their former Demotracy, but with 
the d{{irion of 'a' Senate of fix hitdred; which 
theyld conſiſt of the wealthieſt tad © oravelt of 
the: propte , who were 'to debate things of 
the weightieſt concerniment, This change open= 
a a ſafe return to JOS. and greater 
pes to ſeize u power of the Com- 


Nh, Sofifty Air rl his party rey-being re- 


moyed, ' who were cs '5'to 
his defivns. And becauſe he qritite# frength 
toforce the people, he applies hitſclF' to chear 
— the: arts 'and wates of xDema#gogue, 
Q DA D1onyfixs before him, had! mitzined 
e Principality, of that unquiee City,” For 
chere being 1n every La tr Pare fertral par- 
ries , the Noble 4nd the oputacy, they are 
ertied wh diffcretit and oppohite Humours. 
The Grandees fill f&ck after a power t6'oppreſs 
and.*cornmand the wer and inferiout part of 
the Community 5 'aid the Peopte' firive for 
thar ſjberty. chat the a $5 ag be'comman- 
5d ie Opp prefſe..” d by nears" "bf theſe 
diftant- and oppdſite hifn tmoſt parr-of the 
Tyrannies Pros atif” He therefore who intends 


to ufe the people for his aſcent to power, __ 


T a E 
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be frequent ti his barangues After the mul-. 
ricude z burerly __ \againlt' the infoltiz< 
cies of. the -Qptimary, extbl rlit-riamt and bes 
nefits of 1aberty, and xpake Jarge protniſes: of 
peace-and pleitty in the-coubſels he —_— 
poſe : and-this.15 to. bt-a-Demagogue; For: 
luch an one ſptedily becqwes the. leader . Af the 
; ren mmultzticde ;; who ire dAfly decuricd>by 


ecious: proriufer;* and the accaſativar of ſaoh 
whom they: hate, "nd congerve him tobe; wer. 


jnſt that: favours their defires 1, which have mo 
of honeſty -then thofe of their adverfaries; nor 
they .dg-uſbally- give 4poyvcr into. bis harkts to 
ſuppreſs rhe — Factjan,-which a aſus | 
watds uzobs cake Is" 


| This —_ ankich fremed -woſt ſafs din ea: 
FI did . Hg«thoclts upon his return proceeg in; 
Therefore when the news'caihe chatthe Bales 
t; , Sofiftratas and his. party's affifted'by* the 
Carthaginians, "= intend to:make warreupon 
the Syracaſans, he. was frequent and importu- 
nate 11; his' Orarions to'the: people, that they 
would not-return again utder the yoke of "the 
Otligarchy., but undertake: the warre tomain- 
tain their Labetty, Which being managed with 
the uſual attsdrd preyail tipo the Mutntude 
and they decreed the warre. : which contiriued 
2a long timez: and: was yard with feyeral Q. 
vetthrows and ViRtories, In this warre A a4 
A as a —_— Pr and fome- 


runes 


- *. 'The-Life of  * ib, 
times as 2 | Quins: did behave himſelf 
oallantly, and ſhewed tumſelf to be a perſon 
of good Conduct, cloſe dſign. y apprehenſive 
of all advantages, -and ſpeedy in. the execution, 
having alwales in doubtful caſes fome- cunning 
Stratagem, either to baffle the --'or to ſe- 
cure lis own party. Amongſt which this is re- 
hted for one. The Syracaſavs having laid fiege 
to:Geles, Apathocles one night with a 2 thouſand 

pres Pu men -gets'into the town by ſur- 
Sins: foam, that then was Goyernour 
= the place, -being:alarmed by the: ſurprize, 
. colleRting-rhe ſtouteſt and bet. diſci- 
lin'd men of the,Garriſon, ſets m__ thoſe that 
entred; and£illin about three hundred of 
them, pur the reſt to flight, Who being to make 
_ retreat tlitough-. very narrow lanes, were 
cat hazard of being all” cut off, .having 
ther room to: fight, -nor leiſureito flie, Ws 
&hocles beyond all hope frees them'from this 
nper:; for thoughihe himſelf bad received ſe- 
yen wounds, and was weakned with the loſs of 
much; blood ; yet not 'fearfully yielding to his 
preſent adyertity » he gives command: to the 
Trumpetters, that: they ſhould go tothe op 
fite part of the town-wall, and there 7 
Charge : which being {| edily perf orined, the 
Gabor, that then pre apo upon Agathe- | 
cles hearing the Charge o1yen in another place, 
and through the darkneſs of the nioht-not be- 
ing able to tt the truth of the matter, con- 
ceiyed 
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yer the City to be afſauled in another. part 


by- another body of the 'Enemy. This made 


themſlacken cheir eagerneſs in affailing” Aga. 


thocles; and ro divide themſelves to ſucedar the. 
other parrs which they imagined were affaul- 
ted ;' and: by this .means ſaffered him and his 
party fafely'to' return -to'.their Camp : where 

e was received with much honour, - for having 
preſerved rhe lives of ſo many of his own par- 
ty from an eyident ruine, ' SGT EE 


Had A gathocles abounded with theſe honelt 
arts, he'had trodden che right way to' Glory ;; 


and would he have been contented with what | 


the Laws' and his Country would give,he might 
have received that as' a reward of hisVertue 
which he laboured to- niake a ſpoil of his Vio- 
lence, and by the common conſent haye been 
thought worthy to reign, If he had not ſought 
it too-greedily, So Gelo before him, and'Hiero 
after him,recetyed the Empire of Syracuſe as a 
reward of their generons actions , not as the 
| 2imof theirdefigns, And Timoleon, though 
he ſtrove to be a private perfon, yet was forced 
to be a Prince, Heroick Vertues being as 'the 
Patent of Heaven for Donnnon : and min wil- 
lingly ſubmit to themthat receive , not taks the 
Power ; and thizk_ thir Freedome preſerved, 
wot infringed, by a juſt Prince, there being no 
eater F 7 then to be well governed, But 
he deſire of Greatneſs was too importunate 
| in 


+ 


4a 


- which 16 the rnimt of many, that ig 


Fen tothoſe ſwelling hopes of her moſt rurbu- 
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in Agathecles, For ambitions ſpirits: are net 

eafily. contented with what is offeretl ;- to-mhom 

the. preſent enjoyments ſeem comempiuble,; when 

groater things may bt hoptd for z and atlaft they 

endeavour too haſtily th excted ther _ » wa 
- e 


attained to Supremacy, had they not preferred 
r00. fpatdy _—_ eghew ovine te ſuch that 
are .nure ſlow, yet. ſure, meditnss to-power; 
And therefore theſe arts which would baye co- 
yered moderate crimes in others, made him 
moxe {ufpeftcd by his, Citizens, that he; was. a 


perſon of. too bold hapes, and no lonþer firto | 


dwell in a free Qity 2: for he made” uſe of all 


his Succeſles and abilities to render- hirhfelf 
greatin the common fame, and popular among 
the Souldiers, So that his Vertues, as well as 
his Vices , made him: unfit for that . Society, 
For Irduſtry and 'Swgacity are no leſs dange- 
routhen Vanity. and Tinxury to a Common- 
wealth, when they are uſed ' to attain # Ty- 


rARNg. - 


To pfevent therefore: the ambitious defigns 
ofthis and other her Citizens , the Cammon- 
wealth.of Syrecuſe-had invited from. Corimh 
Aceſtorides, a. perſon of. a clear fame and' un- 
queſtioned Honeſty, - to take upon. him the 
Government for 2 tictic, that he might ballance 
the. ſeyeral Factions of their. State',. and: give 


lenr 
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lent” members, who now were grown too big 
_ fora cinb and ordinary management;z: —_— 
tofind him" like to' Timeleon, that: knew how 
bochto' conquer Tyrants , and to ſubritto. a, 
ciyil Goyernment, 4:'rare agreement tions 
breaſt : 'for the nature of man us willing to. in- 
didge that in himſelf which he bates 31  ane- 
_ ' Bur Aceftorides, though he wanted noe 
regriry for his truft,” yer-fatled 1n.courageand 
patbieniaer to performs it;For finding Agarbovles 
che oreatelt 0 jetrar: that time of | the common 
jealoufre, and that Liberty aid he: were inconſt- 
ſtent 1 w_ Ci i( Porto City camiti be ac- 
counted fre wlroats one Citizen" ods terrefie 
the pris ra did not dare to re- 
he err «tang fe. of -Juſticeybur 
incended'to ks tim off by 2 ſecret Canſpira- 
cy : and therefore publiſhed an Edit ; | 
by-he baniſhed him fromthat Commonweikh g 
and commanding him to leave the: City: -by 
night, he laid an Ambutſh in the way that might 
kill him in his pallage, ſuppoſing the darkneſs 
| would' conceal the authors: of his deachy and 
his'Banifhment would occafion an uncertainty 
in afl feports tharſhould be diyulged', whether 
he wete alive or dead, and fo ſuſpend the minds 
of the Valear rabble (rowhom tus Vices as well 
as his Vertnes had indeared him, :and) -who 
would: be: forward to mutiny in his: 
Agithorlts , that was-nor unacquainted. wich 


any frandulent GEE did cafily ſuſpect the 
plot : 
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plot:- and therefore to; prevent it , chuſeth out 
one of his ſeryants that was moſt like to himſelf 
in the outward proportion of body, and-har- 
naſſes him with his. own armour, mounts-him 
upoxhis::own horſe, and:ſends him -oue of the 
City that way which he conceived was forelaid, 
and he himſelf diſguiſed with poor and raged 
apparel :departs in a more unfrequented path, 
| Thoſe that were appointed to diſpatch him,con- 
jxAuring-by the arms and horſe that they had 
encountred with their defigned prey, ſet upon 
the Seryant and kill him, ſappoſing that they 
had rid Syracuſe of theirfears: and hate, | - Bur 
Agathocler's following ations ſoon-made- them 
ſenſible: of: their errour., and did upbraid the 
weakneſs of Aceſtorides, who did not dare to 
uſe the ſword of Juſtice againſt.him whom he 
thought unworthy to live, and put the 'ſecurity 
and Liberty of the Commonwealth upon 'the 
uncertainty of a Plot, ; 


| Agathocles being gone, the unſteady maulti- 
tude grow weary of that warre which, he had 
perſwaded them unto _ the Baxditi, who 
aſſiſted bythe power of Carthage, were able to 
renew their invaſions after many defeats. There- 
fore they immediately receive them into the Ci- 
ty again, and conclude a Peace withthe Car- 
thaginians : hut revoked not, the fentence- of 
Baniſhment againſt Agathesles, which now .by - 
the return of his enenues he- conceiyed- would 


be 
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be irreverſible, He therefore hath recourſe to - 


' his old auxiliaries of Thieves and deſperate Va- 


gabonds, whom neceſſity and his former con-: - 


qu&t had fitred for any Villany ; who readily 


flocked about him in hopes of more licentious 
rapines': andto theſe he gathers all the disban- 


ded Seuldiers, whom the preſent Peace had 


made uſeleſs, and forming an Army. of theſe, 
he grew terrible both to-the Carthagimans and 


Syracuſans , waſting their Tertitories, fining 


their Villages, and plundering the weaker and 
unfenced Towns and Cities, And that he 
might colour his outrages with ſome pretext of 
Juſtice, he- eſpouſed the quarrels of all'thoſe 
Cities that were either cnemies to or emufous of 
the power of Syracuſe; & to this end was made 
Prztor of the Mnrygavutines, who had an anct- 
ent hatred againſt them, and had been his ſan- 
Quary in his Baniſhment, Under' the: ſpecies 
of their quarrel he did ſo eagerly proſecute the 


| warre and his own defigns, that he took Leon- 


29m, and blocked up Syracuſe it ſelf. This 
reduced them to ſuch Rreights, that they were 
forced to ſeek for ſuccour and aid from Amrl- 
car the Carthaginan General, He, either to 
keep alive thoſe flames wherewith the S1c:hrans 


did conſume one the other, was willing to-adde 


ſome fewel to the fire 3 or elſe in humanity and 
of a penerous ſpirit, would allift a =—_— 
adyerſe, Ciry, when diſtreſſed by her own Ct- 
tizens; ſending thicher ſuch a ſufficienc ſupply, 

AS - 


= 1 The Lifeof” *. Lib.l. 
plot:-and therefore to; preyent it , chuſerh out 
one of his ſeryants that was moſt like to himſelf 
in theourward proportion of body, and- har- 
nafſes. him with his. own armour, mounts him 
upox his: 'own horſe, 'and.ſends him out of the 
City that way which he conceived was forelaid, 
and he himſelf diſguiſed with poor and ragoed 
apparel: departs in a more unfrequented path. 
Thoſe that were appointed to diſpatch himcon-. 
 jRuring+by the arms and horſe that they had 
encountred with their deſigned prey, ſet upon 
the Servant and kill-him, ſappoſing that they 
had rid Syracuſe of their fears and hate. : - Bur 
Aygathocler's following aons ſoon-made them 
ſenkble: of: their errqur.,. and did upbraid the 
weakneſs of Aceſtorides, who did not dare to 
uſe the ſword of Juſtice againſt. him whom he 
thought unworthy to live, and put the ſecurity 
and Li of the Commonwealth upon 'the 
uncertainty of a Plot, ; 


 Agathocles being gone, the unſteady  multt- 
tude grow weary of that warre which, he had 
perſwaded them unto _— the Baxditi, who 
aſſiſted by che power of Carthage, were able to 


renew their invaſions after many defeats. There- 
fore they immediately receive them imo the Ci- 
ty again, -and conclude a Peace withthe Car- 
thaginzans : but revoked not, the fentence- of 
Baniſhment againſt Agathocles, which now .by 
the return of ks 


encnues he- conceiyed- would 
| be 
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be irreverſible, He therefore hath recourſe to - 
' his old auxiliaries of Thieyes and deſperate Va- 
gabonds, whom necefliry and his former  con-: | 


duRt had fitted for any Villany ; who readily 
flocked about him in hopes of more licentious 
rapines': andto theſe he oathers all the disban- 


ded Seuldiers , whom the preſent Peace had 


made uſeleſs, and forming an Army. of theſe, 
he grew terrible both to-the Carthagimans and 
S any a , Waſting their Tertitories, firing 
their Villages, and plundering the weaker and 
unfenced Towns and Cities, And that he 
mioht colour his outrages with ſome pretext of 
Juſtice, he- eſpouſed the quarrels of all thoſe 


Cities that were either cnemics to or emufous of 


the power of Syracuſe; 8 to this end was made 
Prztor of the wrygaztines, who had an anci- 
ent hatred againſt them, and had been his ſan- 
Quary in his Baniſhment, Under the- ſpecies 


of their quarrel he did ſo eagerly proſecute the 
| warre and his own defigns, that he took Leon- 


29m, and blocked up Syracuſe it ſelf. This 
reduced them to ſuch ftreights, that they were 
forced to ſeek for ſuccour and aid from Amr 
car the Carthaginian Seneral, He, either to 
keep alive thoſe flames wherewith the S1c:hrans 
did-conſurne one the other, was wulling to-adde 
ſome fewel to the fire 3 or elſe in humanity and 
of a penerous ſpirit, would aflift a —— 
adyerſe, Ciry, when diſtreſſed by her own Ct- 


tizens'; {ending rhither ſuch a ſufficient ſupply, 
| x4 


a 
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as made Agethycles deſpair by farce to bring it 
to his ſubjectian. ag-oear to applies himiclf 
to his more ſafe and- ſecret arts of deceit ; and 
defires Amu/car that he would mediate betwixt 
him and Syracuſe, that he might be reſtored a- 
gain to his own City and houſhold: Gods, and 
nat be. neceflarated by ſuch unpleaſing wates to | 
preſervo his life and liberty.. Burt together with 
theſe honeſt pretexts, he made more obliging 
promiſcs of ſervice and: gratitude to..Amelcer, 
if he would be the happy unftrument of his re- 


Amwilcar undertakes the office, and eafily 
perſwades the wretched Syracaſars to conſent 
to that which, without | his afſiflance , they 
ſhould be forced to ſubmit unto upon more un- 
equal conditions. His reſtitution . therefore 
was agreccunto by the People, upon, ſame ſe- 
curity of their Peace. and: Liberty; which to 
give them, he was led into the Temple of Ce- 
res, the moſt ſacred Deity among the Stculten, 
and there ſolemaly ſwore, that he would doe 
nothing contrary to the: Demogratical Govern- 
ment of Syracuſe, This was the: onely ſecu- 
rity whuch they could at that time have from -4- 
gebecles, Which is indeed a ſufficient tie upon 
 tuchſouls as are indued with a ſenſe'of Vertue, 
or haye any fearof a Deity : but Qaths are too 
weak: fetters to. reftrain. ambinous ' Spirits , ar 
ſuch as incend a Tyranny, For He thet re- 
ſolves 
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Salts tahe nvjufb towards men, will flight: the 
teftimony aud vengeance of Heaven, Burthongh 
the pooplothad been! acquainted with the: Arts 
and umpicry of Tyrants, and were not igno- 
rant of the impious converſe ofhim whom-they 
admitted;(For frows the former converſation may 
be beſt valued the force of any mans oath) yet 
were they now in ſuch a condition, that it' was 
as dangerous not to belicye as to be deceived : 
and they choſe rather, ag'canceiving 1t a relief 
of their miſeries, tobe undeſeryedly abuſed. , 
then to leave him any colour of juſtice for his 
Injunes. TT TAY, 

But it was the greater Wonder among. the 
Speculativi,: that dailear, a. perſon. of ſuch 
experience'in humane converſe, and by a long 
Government 'not.. unacquainted with the d- 
Rance. of afpuing minds fron: their Qaths and 
Promiſes, that he ſhould rely ypon the Qath of 
Agathacles ; who likewiſe | ſwore to bum by 
touching the . kindled Tapers', (the : form of 
(wearing among- the. Carthegimers) that he 
would promote the Pwrick, ineereld,, and obey 
their- commands, For\ how could he imagine 


_ that a Perſon fo fatthleſs to his own Countsy , 


woulit obferye any faith with: ſtrangers? that 
he which ſought for Dominion.1g bis own. Ci» 
ty, would quietly bear a. forein yoke? ; Yet 
the Carthaginian might promiſe to, bimſelf- ad» 
Vantaoes wth Republik either from the Perti- 
KEE: diouſneſs 


diouſneſs or Obſeryance'of the Tyrant, If he 
were: faithful, then the increaſe of his\/power 
over the Syrecaſans extended the Dominion of 
the Africans, and would give ſome ſplendour 
to-thelr yoke, in that the had a King for a mi- | 
| niſter of ſlavery, If wr free? he ſhould be 
falſe to both, hight Carthage rejoice at 
his Perjuries, becauſe they would occafion eter= 
nall hatreds and quarrels among her 'common. 
enernies, and ſo make her ViRtory cafie when 
ſhe ſhould attempt it. And it would: be more 
advantage for the Punick Empire, if Agatho- 
cles together with infamy and hate ſhould poſ- 
ſeſs the power of Syracuſe, then if he had ac- 
quired it by yertuous ations, and-had been 
ſeatedin it by the - people's affeQtions ; for ſo 
belrig mutually. jealous, they would afflit and 
weaken each other , that at:laſt : the Tyrant 
would not be able to hold his Uſurpation, nor 
the City to maintain her. Liberty : ſo that in 
the end 'ic muſt neceſſarily fall 1nto their: bo- 
ſome. Theſe might be the too ſubtle ſpecula- 
tions and fine hopes of Amnlcar: but the 
could never be efteemed wiſe counſels, whereim 
ſo many accidents might intervene, as might 
juftly make him doubt of the expetied F 
For the Tyrants Cruelty and Fortune eluded 
all his hopes, and juſtified the Carthagiman 
Cenſure, who for this ation condemned their - 
Communder, | 


Agathocles 
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Agathecles being returned” home ,. covered 
his revengeful and ambicious Soul with a dif- 
ſembled Modeſty, neither awakening the feers 
of the people; nor railing the jesloulics of his 
enemies by complaints of his unjuſt baniſh- 
ment, and the unproyoked Injuries. which he 
had received ; but burying all in filence, as if 
the love of his Country defaced all pri- 
yate animoſities, he rendred all ſecure, and 
ſuffered them to embrace that errour, Thet 
Malice may be worn out with trnue , and « 4 
proſed by Benefits, And knowing that the 
ſpcedieft way to overthrow the preſent Go- 
vernment was to pretend Liberty, and when 
the Goyernment was once ſhaken , it mighc 
eafily be attempted on ; he applics hinalelf 
to ſuch courſes as might render himin the Vul- 
ear eſteem the — and _— of the 
common Liberty. Therefore in 21l his harangues 
he fill expreſſed his 4 ex. affection to the 
_ people, Who being moſt eager in two deſnes, 
one, of having their Liberty, and the other, 
of taking revenge on thoſe thac are the inſtru- 
ments of their bondage ; he tickles and feeds 
theſe two humours in his ſpeeches, pleading 
the great equity of reſtoring the Government to 
the multitude, that every free-man ſhould have 
his ſhare in the common intereſt ; -and then 
inveighs againſt thoſe that had been and were 
in power, accufing cheir inſolencies-and miſ- 
carriages in Government, _ ſo forms his di{- 


courſes. 


\ 
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courſes as one that rather knew how: to rule , 
then defirous of 1t. oy he that _ _ | 
be ed clear in himſelf from what he ob- 
cater As 4 —_ To ke is concerved 
skilful in that wherein ke ob(erves anthers er- 
rowrs. Thus playing the ſubtle Demagogue , 
and doing all things as a Slaye that he might 
arrive at Rule, with more ſafety and ſpeed. he 
attains that which open and ſtout aflaies would 
| have rendred difficult. - And he that will ariſe 
from a private and low condition to the Supre- 
meſt fortune, muſt uſe more Art then Force, 


The people cheated by theſe his ſpectous re- 
preſentations of a perfect Liberty, and ca- 
Joled by his reiterated proteſtations of ſeeking 
onely the common utility ,- ſoon forgot their 
former jealoufies, and: his bold attempts upon 
their Liberty; (So ſtrong an nfinence. hath a 
confident aſſertion even upon diſtruſtful minds, 
that it works a belief of what they deſire, though 
contrary to the evidence of reaſon drawn from 
former experience ) and bewitched- with the 
imaginary benefits of Novelty , which the 
Vulgar 'are no leſs deſirous of in a well-or- 
dered then 1n a corrupted State, did by a pub- 
lick Decree make him their General, and con- 
ſtitute him their Conſeryator of the Peace, till 
ſuch time as a form of Government ſhould be 
framed that might ſatisfie all parties, and pre- 


ſerye Liberty and Unity among all the members 
| of 


Lib, 4GATHOCLES, 
of the Commonwealth, ':Forall the Exiles be. 
ins-returned: home , the City. was diſtracted 
with yarious Fations, and: could not agree in 
any one form of, . State... Every one, as.1t 1s u- 
ſual, projecting ſeveral methods conducing to 
— of his own party, and - _ of 
oppoſite ; 'very little reſpecting the publick 
rt tg And oo all would. ws. be he Com 
monwealth, none could: pleaſe : for ſome of 
their Forms did not pleaſe thoſe that were good, 
and others difpleaſed the wite, ' In ſome 1t was 
made eafie to:doe miſchief, -and.tn another men 
could not ſafely doe that which:was good. One 
lefr roo much ' authority to'the Grandees, and 
the other made the Populacy tyrannical and ar 
bitrary. Therefore the. multitude, which are 
ſlow in their reſolves, unleſs determined by veceſ- 
ſity, were now by the yartety of propoſals more 


' uncertain and dubious to inake their choice, In - 


the mean. while .cach Faction ſtriving to'ad- 


yance it ſelf, made an horrid: confuſion 1n the 


Community. And as in a"Tempeſt each wave 


ſtriving to be higheſt rides upon the back of that 
which haſted to the ſhore before it, and 1s 1t 
{elf alſo ſuppreſled by a. following : fo it hap- 
pened in this Ciy1l Tempeſt of the Common- 
wealth ; each party ſtrove to ſuppreſs the other, 
till a third, undiſcerned before, aſfaulcs and 
ſuppreſſes che Conquerour, And each was 
made more fierce by their ſeycral pretenftons 
to Liberty and the Publick good, which even. 

; S23 - thoie 


. not give nor any man wiſh 


- 
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thoſe that aimed ar the ſevereſt Tyranny would 
not negleR : 'ſo that all thinking toondence - 
the goodneſs of their Cauſe by thar heat for it; 
filled the whole City with tumult and confu- 
hon, = 


Yagi: rinks. rat nn 
ſo t the, part it was 
i » that the ted R, 7 


ſhould have ſome reſt , left the wounds thereof 


ſhould be made wider by ſuch a tumuluous | 


' way of curing, And it appeared that the | 
| be babpns. io Pats 4 vere wang 


incruſt into ſome One man's hand power to 
preſerve the peace for a time : for it was eyi- 


| dent, that it was almoſt impoſſible, in fo great | 


a diftration, things could ever come to a_ſet- | 
tlement, unleſs fome One, like a Soul and | 
Mind, ſhould give Order and Method to all | 
the reſt, The perſon choſen for this was 4- } 
gathocles , who was till on that where | 
was the greateſt Number, which was likely to } 
be the moſt ignorant, and which he conceived © 
he could moſtcafily delude, He therefore was | 
made Prgtor , and intruſted with. more then 
ordinary power for this great wark of ſetrle- 
ment, Thus was fgathocles preſented with 
the faireſt opportunity ef true Glory that his 
Soul could poſfibly defire. For Heaver can. 


for worldly Glory, then to find 


with confuſions, and declimay to. rune by its 
corraptions, which he may fins and _ 
with wholeſome Laws and generous Couſtity. 
tions, to render it a peaceable habitation, and 
make it a theatre of Vertue and Juſtice ; to ſe- 
' cure the Magiſtrates of their Honour, and eye- 
ry private perſon of his Wealth and Safety 
for this is to be emuſous and a riyal of the glo» 
ry of Heaven, to bring Order out of Confu- 


| fibns, to diſpenſe thoſe bleſſings which render 


Life comfortable, and h up the fortunes 
and goods of men with a j ; This 


captivates the Sonls of men to a yoluntary 
ſubjedtion , and challenges an un-cnvied ado- 
ration. 


Bur Agathocler, who was of the temper of 
every Tyrant, rheaſuring the benefic of his 
Power by a licence to doe miſchief, & being no 
leſs thirſty of Blood then he was of Greatneſs, 
petyerted theſe advantages of ſolid Glory to 
gratifie his Luſts, conſulting his-own eternal 
7 1onominy in his Conntrics layery, And 
therefore reſolied not to let {lip this ſeaſon of 
3 ercfting his Tyranny, to which all things in 
che j of his Luſts did ſeem to invite 
him, The people whom he had to deal with 
were faRious and anquiet, reſtleſs as the Sea 
which did incompaſs them z whom the plenty 
of their ſoil and the riches of Trading had 
made ſo wanton , that they were 'impatient of 

E 3 Laws 


k 


Laws and Magiſtrates : and as they were un- 
willing to endure Slavery, ſo they were immo- 
deft in the uſe of their Liberty; and by theſe 


Corruptions were become: like 'ſo.many wild | 


beaſts, .cafie to be taken by any: watchful and 
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bold hand that cquld hope to: tame them. Be- | 


fades, the frequent reyolutions of Government, 


and the ſuccefliye inundations of-ſeyeral Fadti- | 
ons, had each in theit Order, like:the Oyerflow=- | 
ings of Nile, lefc.ſo many ſeeds and ſpawns | 


of monſters that might eaſily be formed to any 


deſign ; ſo. many :diſappointed 1n' their - hopes 


and broken in. their fortunes, that they would 
be contented to be inftruments of any change 
that ſhould make them whole again, The Soul- 


diers were for the moſt part mercenary, and 


without any diſcipline ; for :» C:v1l warres the 


diſcord of the Citizens aboliſhes the ſeverity of | 


d:ſcipline : beſides, being now. to be cafſhiered, 
becauſe they were made uſcleſs.by this Peace, 
they were envious at the rich Citizens, and.did 
meditate nothing elſe but the ſacking of the 
' Town, the pillage of-the Country , - aid the 
murdering of their Enemies ; and ſo were fit- 
ted for any bold corrupter;that would but lead 
them to their defired prey, But the- moſt invi- 
ting Occaſion was the preſent unſetledneſs of 
the Goyernment, all things. being but 1n mo- 
tion to compoſure, not yet eſtabliſhed ; which 
15 a vaſt advantage for any wicked enterpriſe, 

whoſe counſels and hopes are built upon trou- 
| OY bles, 
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bles. ., All theſe Occaſions promiſed much eaſe 
in the defign, and there was nothing that he 
feared would muchimpede his aſcent to Princi- 
pality, but the Authority of the Senate of fix 
His which were the wealthieſt Syracu- 


ſans, and of oreateſt credit with the, people; 


which he intends to remove out of the way ; 
not willing any longer to delay, when. caution 
ſeemed more dangerous then raſhneſs,. and fea- 
ring to loſe theſe Occaſions. which Modern Ty- 
rants.name the Calls. of Providence,  _ 


All things therefore ſeemin fit for his pur- 


poſe, being now Chief Magiſtrate, no empty, 


name, but of great moment to execute any en- 
terpriſe, and having an aRual command of all 
the forces of the Commonwealth , he wanted 
onely ſome pretext to draw them together, with 
as many as he thought fit for his defign, which 
either Fortune preſented him with, or he him- 
ſelf formed, For news was brought to S7r4- 
cuſe, that ſome under their dominion had re- 
volted from their obedience, and were embodied 
about Erþiza, Upon this the people were ſum- 
moned in great haſt, who ſurpriſed with thus 
ſudden fear, paſſed a Decrece, that Agathecles 
ſhould take care of the Commonwealth; and 
that he might preyenr the danger with ſpeed, 
he might levy what Souldiers he thought fit, 


This Commiſſion was as large as his defires, 
ST E 4 "= my 
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and he preſently makes uſe of it to his mg de 
for he ſends for the Murgantines, who were 
his ancient friends, but bitter enemies of the 
Syratuſan; he vathers np out of the in-land 
owns ſuch 2s had been his former comrades in 
his thieviſh expeditions; and with theſe he joins _ 
thoſe that had formerly ſerved under him a- 
oninſt the Cartheginians,who he knew were ob- 
liged to hum by fSnner Benefics,fit for whatſoc- 
ver he dared to commaiid, that were of a perti- 
nacious faith to him , but enemies to the Se- 
natey and haters of the people, becauſe they 
were forced to obe y their commands: which 
hatred was therefore more fierce , becauſe it 
was unjuſt, All theſe made up a number of 
three thouſand, every one of which were yery 
defirous to ruine the DemocyaFy, To theſe he 
adds ſuch: of the Citizens as yer no __ 

s, whole poverty or fear of puniſhment. 
— forces dil make them inaben and : 
hate choſe that were it Power, and ſuggeſt to 
them a neceffity of becoming greater crimi- 
nalls, that by the change of Government they 
might vain _— , andin licencious rumulrs 
alter their deſpicable forraies by the booties 
and rewatds of civil commotions, | 


Theſe all bein © fit for his purpoſe, as1f he 
intended his march towards ff rbita: he ap- 
paints to rendezyous at the Tomb of T zmoleon; 
as if he would firſt trample ypon the aſhes and 


memory 


memory of him that had been the moſt Vereu- 
ous afſertor of Liberty to that wretched City, 
and trom thence make his invaſion boy Blood 
and Violence, His-Army being met, he ſends 


for Peiſarchus and Decles, who were the moſt + 


eminent and leading members 'of the Senate, 
as having ſomething to conſult with chem con- 
' Cerning the vublick affairs. They coming to 

him wich a train of about forty of their friends, 
were immediately ſecured by a guard that he 
ſet upon then, as If they had come to execute 
ſome Treaſon avainſt him, * Then calling ' his 
Souldiers together, and appearing among them 
with a countenance compoſed 'ro ſadneſs, he 
omits nothing that might move either pity to 


him, or feat, anger, and hate towards the Se- 


nare, He invokes their faich and compaſſion 
of him, and cotnplains of his hard Fare, thar 
it was never ſafe for him to love the'People,and 
that none was eyer an enemy to the Common- 
wealth, bur they would be likewiſe the contr1- 
vers of his deſtrution, © For do you not hear 
« (faith he) how my execution and your puniſh- 
&« ent is already decreed , and how the Se- 
*© 24te hath ſent theſe their moſt ſnbtle Agents 
« ro draw me back. to: the plate of ſlaughter, 
0 x24 to comrive the ſcene of your maſſacre 2 
« They envy wm the honour of dying upon our 
 exemes foes in defence of our Country's 
© Liberty : and we mu#t bratiſhly fall as ſ«- 
* crrfices to their inſolent Linſts, and onr _ 
.- e 
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&« be fpilt to teſtifie that ſuch Monſters ruled 


* x, In vain do we arm and expoſe our ſelves 
© to death to keep off a forein yoke, when ſuch 
© xprateſul wretches devote ua to ruine at 
« home. Are we not patient exough in our 
E ſlavery, when we offer our ſelves to all the 
< dangers of warre , that they may be ſecure 
* 5» their effeminate pleaſures , and wantonly 
KJl/aviſh that wealth which # the price of our 
( blood ? but muSt we alſo be baſely ſent out 
&« of the world, that they alone may enjoy it ? 
« z7þen will theſe men Bus the juſt bounds of 
&« commanding, or we fully apprehend the mi- 
<« [ery of our 1gnominious thraldome ? 


Then pauſing, as if he had been interrupted 
with tears which he ſhed, the Vulgar rout hin - 
dered any further progreſs in his ſpeech, with 
loud clamour, each one according; to the ſenſe 
of his Intereſt or Paſſion, exclaiming againſt 
the Vices of the Senators: ſome charoed them 
with Cruelty, others railed at their Covetouſ- 
neſs, and another ſort: did condemn their Pride 
and Perfidiouſneſs ; and therefore they joint! 
cried out, © That he ſhould not wait till ſuc 
© ;uhumave vipers did return to 4 love of their 
« own (ity, but ſpeedily revenge his own and 
«© their injuries - that be had already offended 
© ezough againſt his trufF, im dealing ſo gently 
m__ ſuch as deſerved as little of mercy, as 
f© they ſhewed of juſtice, Agathacles ſuffers 


not 
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not-their preſent rage to cool, knowing that 
wicked attempts areto be done with a ſudden 
fary, though good counſels gather. ſtrength by 
delay - and ſeeing they underſtood the cauſes of 
hatred, he would likewiſe quicken them with 
the hopes of Spotl, - 7 


<« Go, (ſaith he) and be your own: Avengers, 
& make the Tyrants feel what they decreed you 
&« ſhould ſuffer, Let the wealth of Senators that 
&« how no modeſty 1n their commands , be the 
<< rewards of ſuch generous Souls that 'can en- 
« {ure no Slavery, Leave them no friends or 
* confidents which may bewail or revenge their 
© death, nor children to inherit their Crimes 
E with their Wealth, Then immediately, not 
| togive ſpace. to the bad to repent, nor to the 
good (if there were any there) to confider,and 
1n abhorrency of the fact td unite againſt him, 
he commands the Trumpets to ſound a charge, 
as If -he were ſacking an Enemies Town, 
caitiff Army having this full licence to ſatisfie 
their revenge, covetouſneſs and luſt, ſoon fell 
tothe execution, and left nothing undone that 
a conquered City feels from an enraged Ene- 
my. Theyguarded all the pofts of the City, 
and ſhut up the Gates that none might eſcape 
their fury : then they ſlew all the moſt daring 
and popular Citizens, who hearing the tumulc 
came forth unarmed into the ſtreets to inquire 
the cauſe, Then the houſes ſtreamed _ _ 
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blood of the owners , the Innocent fell with 
the Guilty, and every one was ſlain that had 
ſomething to ſatisfie che expeRation of . his mur- 
derer, He that had no enemy, met with death 
at the hand of his friend ; and a good name 
was a mark for ruine. The Altarsof the Gods 
were coloured with the blood of thoſe that fled 
cothem for refuge, as ViAmes to an incetiſed 
Deity, The aged men and ancieat matrons 
were led- about in ſcorn, by their miſeries to 
make up the terrier part of this Tragedy. And 
char nothing of unhappineſs might be unfele by 
rhe miſerable Syracuſan, Rapes were minoled 
with Slaughters : he that was the Aſſaffinate | 
of the Husband, would be the Raviſher of the 
Wife ; and he that recked with the blood of 
the Father , would quench his flames of luſt 
with the diſhonour of the Daughter, Their 
rage and luſt was ſo high againſt the people, 
that at laſt it, orew hot among themſelves, and 
he was accounted an cnemy that had got che 
more precious booty, When any Virgin or 
Yourh,. whom beauty made conſpicuous, fell 
into the hands of this barbarous rabble , they 
were commonly torn in pieces by the violence 
of thoſe who contended for their firſt abuſe ; 
and then became-the quarrel, and armed the 
Raviſhers to their mutual ruine. Others while 
they haſted away with the gold and filyer of 
the murdered owner, were themſelves a prey 


to a ſtronger arm, Thus death and ruine reg. 
® 


- 
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edin Syracuſe, and the firſt day there were no 
leſs then four thouſand of the moſt eminent 
Cigzens, that by honeſt arts had won the affe- 
| Chions of the people, murdered, Some were 
apprehended and ſlain at the gates, through 
which they thought to flile. Others mer death 
from wich they fled in climbing over the town 
wall, by too much fear and haſt breaking thei 
necks and limbs. About fix thouſand cicaped, 
and ſore of them got ſafe to Agrigentums and 
other neighbouring Cines, where the relation of 
| their miſerics did move a great deal of pity : but 
the inhumane Souldiers would yet make them 
ſenſible of cheir fury in their remaining parts, 
with more contumely raviſhing their- Wives 
and Daughters, becauſe they themſelyes had e- 
ſcaped with their livess 


Thus Cruelty lafted for two dates, Agathe- 
cles's thirſt of blood being not fooner to be 
quenched z or becauſe his authority was noc 
yet ſogreat as to farbid thoſe crimes which he 
might witheaſe command ; or he was willing 
to indulge the lufts of lus Army beyond all 
__ pardons that ſo they might not expe&t 
fafety bur in the conduR and preſervation of 
him who had authorized their wickedneſs. But 


- when this baſe rabble of men did ſeem to be 


ſatiated with villany, as having no more ſub- 
jets to praRtice on, to conclude the Fragedy, 


he ſends for all thoſe-Citizens whom he bad 


ſecured, 


ſecured, and who had been reſerved'to feed 
his own eyes with their blood. Of theſe, ſuch 
as he had moſt injured , and whoſe vertues- he 

zoht moſt fear, were ſlain before him ; others 
leſs conſiderable he baniſhed, Oanely one Ds- 
zocrates , a bold and faichleſs perſon , ſo like 
hina in vices, that the fimilirude had been che 

round of a former acquaintance,” though now 
ho was 2 ſtranger to his defign, he freely ſers 
at liberty : which was not the effe& of Clemen- 
cy or Friendſhip, Vertues that Tyrants are 
not capable of, but to provide a refuge for 
himſelf in the future, For eyen the mott bar- 
barous and bloodieft villains , in diffidence of 
a change of affairs, will provide ſome priyate 
fayour againſt the publick hatred. 


This was Agathocles's firſt ſcene of ' Domi- 
nion ; and by ſurveying theſe ſacrifices to Em- 
pire, the ſtate Augurs and prudent Greeks did 
form a judgement how bloody and cruel would 
be the'proceſs of his Goyernment, For | Sove- 
raignty muſt be maintained by the ſame arts by 
which it 1s acquired ; and an Empire wickedly 
gotten by crimes , was never exerciſed by vertne 
and honeſty. And as no good man will ſeck to 
be a Prince by wicked praftices; ſo no debau- 
ched Spirit, that by implety hath invaded a 
Principality, will eyer think to uſe it juſtly. 


For either by his wicked pratices to attain 
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to'it, his Soul will be habituated' to miſchief ; 
or his deſires to keep what he hath uſurped will 
reſent to him a neceffity to continue as he did 
. Becauſe Vices when once they have de» 
bauched the - ſouls of men, leave no place for 
moderation : and he that in his projects for 
Greatneſs hath a lone time meditated vio= 
lence and cruelty, will be like thoſe rayenous 
beaſts, that having once taſted blood, will be- 
come unſatiable, and as Lions that haying fed 
upon. carcafles, are {till ſearching after the 
like, And this appetite when it 1s once ar- 
med with the ſupremeft power , will ſome- 
times, when there is no neceſſity for preſer- 
vation, frolick with the lives of men, and in 
a capricious humour, or boaft of Greatneſs, 
drink humane blood, and ſport with nuſchief, 
If Habits reſtrain not an Uſurper from juſt cour- 
ſes, yer the Neceſſities of State will: and if he 
were deſirous to abound with thoſe as. which 
adorn men with the titles of Good, yer the 
injuſtice of his entrance upon Government 
will make 1t excecding difficult, if not umpoſ- 
fible ; for that will alwates give him occaſions 
of fear, fear will ſeek for ſecurity, ſecurity 
cannot be had- by the affetions of thoſe to 
whom he hath given juſt cauſe of hate ; there- 
fore he muſt make himſelf ſafe by more 1nju- 
ries, and hence ariſes increaſe of hatred : 1t be- 
ing impoſſible that the Injurer and the Injured 
ould cyer be cemented by a ſolid faith, which 
is 


5% the ſureſt baſis for « nmooderate Empire and 
Iafting obedience ; and that Government will 
be alwates odious and never goed, that muſt be 
maintained by violence, Belides, Tyrants meet 
with obſtructions . to a yertuous uſe of their 
power by thoſe that aſſiſted them in the acqui- 
fition; the inſtruments of their Greatneſs 
will be their obſtacles to- Goodneſs : for they 
being vitious by whom they did ariſe, they mult 
be no other to grarifie them, and muſt negle& 
thoſe ingaging Vertues that become Princes , 
becauſe they are obliged to ſuch chat are nor fic 
to be Subjefts. His Vices render him not 
more hateful to the good, then his Vertues doe 
to thoſe that have been the miniſters of his Ty- 
ranny, to whem, as well asto his own lufſts, 
he muſt be ready to proſticute the lives, ho- 
nours and goods of the beſt Citizens, and 
ſometimes his choiceſt friends, as to the authors 
of his fortune, So that the obſeryation of T a- 
citrs is very true, Imperium flagitio acquiſs- 
11m nemo unquam bonis artibus exercnit : and 
K is apparent in the Life of Ayathocles, and 
verified in every Uſurper. | 


Agathecles having laid his foundation by rude 
cruclty,builds the SuperſtraRures w** diffimula- 
tion: an art thought ſo neceſlary for thoſe whom 
Ambition makes thirſty or tenacious of Great. 
_neſs, that Tiberi%w, who was well skilled in it, 
eſteemed ic among hischoiceſt Vertues ; alwajes 
apprnreng 


appearing 2 modeſt refuſer of what he paſſio- 
nately defired; and when all things elſe died in 
himyhe Rrove to keep his diflimulation alive, A- 
dromcus by this onely Art arrived to the Greek 
Empire, and had foundait ſo proſperous , 'that 
he made uſe -of it when the enraged Multitude 
were in aRual revenge of that Imperial and 
Patrician blood which he had ſpitt, and as he 
was led to Execution , continued his feigned 
Piety, crying out, Break, not 4 bruiſed reed : 
as if he thought diflmulation ſo powerful a 
charms that it would calm a tumult, and that 
anger and fury had left a place for credulity, 
Lewy the Eleventh of France, a Prince of 
ſuch an impatient Ambition, that he could not 
bear with a private condinon though in reyer- 
fion to the Crown, while his Father lived, nor 
defer the jealoufies of his own Son » till his 
age might make him more” aſpiring and capa- 
ble of Dominion, had made ſuch uſe of this 
artifice, and was ſo ſucceſsful in it, as by it 
onely he ruined his too powerful enemy Charles 
Duke of Bsrgundy : and therefore commended 
It to the Tutors of his Son, as the onely leflon 


he ſhould learn in Latine,- O#: neſcit diſſemmn- 


lare, neſcit * uivere, Agathocles 
was as great an Artiſt /in this as a- 
ny man lt being as neceflary for him as for all 
choſe who projet wicked defigns, and whoſe 


* Or regnare, 


abje&t condition or hainous crimes haye ſet. 


chem at a great diſtance from glorious hopes. 
F For 
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For ble attions ard juſt titles have uo a of 
di ſimulation, and generous ſpirits will ſcorn 
to uſe it ; becauſe it i4 an evidente of baſe- 
weſs, and 4 conviction of fear, But Tyrants 
are neyer Aice in any thing that 1s adyantage- 
ous, Therefore Agatbocles,that feared a preſent 
and immediate exerciſe of rule would too ſoon 
diſcover the cheat he had put upon the people, 
and ſo make his ſettlement more difficult, in- 
tended ſo to delude them, that, they ſhould even 
force him to take that which he ſo eagerlythuft- 
ed for, and bind the yoke of Slayery on their 
necks by- their own Suffrages , and by their 
own Law eive him ſuch a power that ſhould 
force their obedience. For theugh the multi- 
tude may be eafily perſwaded to any thing, yet | 
it is difficult to keep them conſtant in thar per- 
ſwafion without a power over them. Nothing 
is mere unſtable then Greatneſs founded onely 
#pon anothers pleaſure ; nor are the favours of 
any more uncertain then thoſe of the Vulgar : 
thereforethough he would be raiſed by them, 


'yet would he not be built upon them. To 


bring'thisabout, he yeils his defigns with a diſ- 
ſembled Medefty. A Vertue which whenreal 
1s 4n ornament ta the greateſt fortunes, but moſt 
lovely im thoſe who pretend the publick. good - 
for nothing 1s more acceptable to men, then thoſe 
that break, anothers Tyranny, and modefity ab- 
ſtain from the ſame attewpts, — - 


To 
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To this purpoſe. he aſſembles the People and 
his Souldiers, to whom' he reamonſirates the 
miſcarriages in Government of the Senate, and 
objeRed ro them all theſe Crimes which uſe 
to be charged upon thoſe” that haye been in 
power, . © To delrver therefore (ſaith he) the 
«© Commonwealth, the publick. grievances, and 
© not ay private wrongs, have called me forth : 
* and [ could not but compaſſionate the Good 
« People, though 1 did not feel their muſeries. 
« In the proſeention of which 1 confeſs we have 
**uſed extraordinary aud unuſual mays , but 
« yet ſuch whuch Neceſſity aud their own arro- 
&« pancies do juſtifie; for we conld not crave 
« helps from the Laws, when their power and 
<< partiſans had obſtrutted the ordinary conrſe 
«© of Judicature, And imazed the ys of 
« the people 3s the Supreme Law : nor doth Ju- 
« tice conſiſt in the formality of proceſſes, but 
«iz the equality of the puniſhment to the crime. 
« As for my ſelf, 1 am comtent to, ſpend my 
< daies in a prrpetual-bamſhment , ſo that the 
<« Commonwealth may enjoy their Liberty and 
© Peace, being unwilling that any concarnment 
« of mine ſhould 'be 4 fire-brand to new bros, 
«© or afford matter to croil diſſenſions, But. if 
« you judge me worthy to partaks of the com- 
<«< mon Liberty, which with the hazard of my 
« Life and Fortunes I have purchaſed for you, 
« I ans reſolved to lead a private life , being 
«© abundantly ſatwfied with the glory of thus os 
F 2 © ?DAS 


be. 
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&« that 1 have recovered the _ f ſo good 
&« & people and ſo neble a City, And therefore 
« 7 declare you 4 Free State, and that allthe 
« Power ts in the People. 


To procure ſome credit to his words, he 1un- 
mediately deyeſted himſelf of his Imperial ha- 
biliments, the badges of his office z and took 
the Vulgar habit, thereby declaring himſelf one 
of the Multitude, and {o offered to depart our 
of the Aſſembly. The ſubrle Fox was ſecure 
that he ran-no Land of loſing the prey for 
which he had ſo long toiled, for he knew that 
Aſſembly did confiſt meſt of fuch as were can- 
ſctous of ſo much rapine and blood, that they 
could not ſuffer any other-Magiftrate but him 
that was equally polluted in the oullt: there- 
fore all theſe, and every one that had no un- 
derſtanding of what was good nor care of e- 
vil, ſuch chat were to live by the rewards of 
wickedneſs and a miniſtry to Tyranny, imme- 
diately cried out, that & He Pewld not deſert 
6 the good people of Syracuſe , and that be - 
© ſhould proteft them in that Liberty of which 
& he had been ſo plorious an Amuthour, He 


| flood immoyable attheir firſt clamours, as if 


he were unwilling to part with thoſe imagined 
delights of his reſolyed privacy y or were too 
modeſt to command ; and with an obſtinate fi. 
lence provoked their more loud and fierce ac- 
clammations, * that he ſhould yot betray —_— 

their 
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« (afe in private when the publick was in .daw 
© ver, Seeing his Arts ſo proſperous, compo=- 
fine himſelf as if he were wearied with the 
defires of all, and ſollicitous leſt his modeſty 
might be dangerous to the publick peace , he 
doth by degrees yield ; not as if he would take 
the Government, bur put an end to- ns denyal 
and their requeſts. IE, 


© ] know (ſaith he) how obnoxione ke makes 
M red to Fortune who floops to the burden 
& of povermng 4 free people ; eaſily his be 
, {xs and Ir os 0dr rs —_ fs 
«ted by fimfter interpretations of lhicentions 
© Demagogues. For when no man canbe ſuf- 
&« fciently wiſe concerning the future, and very 
<« often the worſt tay A have the happier e- 


Coents; be that ſincerely intends the publick; 
ood, may ſometimes fail of hu ſcope, and © 


& 

ot bs his cares and hazards, be rewarded with 
« f'olſe accuſations and. inauſpiciou ſurmiſes, 
<< which arevery offenſroe to perſons of Integrity 
« who are teuder of their fame. But it is 
« moſt intolerable when 4 fait) ful ſervant of 
« the Commonwealth muſt bear the envy of their 
« offences who are his partners in Government. 
<« Therefore though I deifiſe dangers and con- 


«© remn reproach, that 1 may ſerve my Conniry 


*© ;n thoſe honeſt and juſt ends of Government ; 
& 7et ans I unwilling to-be loaded with the _ 
3 "0 


©« their enraged enemies, nor think, ke could be | 
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< of others, and be accountable for their muf- 
'«< cxrriages who prefer their private to the pub- 
« lick good. | 


-- His party by this underſtood the condition of 
their ſecurity, and therefore in the Aſſembly 
paſſed this Decree, © That Agathocles ſhould 
F* be the Commander in chief of all the Forces 
&« of the Commonwealth, and have the ſole 
« management of all Publick affairs, This 
Decree Tully anſwered his defires: therefore 
ſeeming to be oyercome with the kindneſs and 
love of ſo 200d a people , he thankfully un- 
dertakes the Goyerament, and promiſes mnch 
faithfulneſs in ic; and many benefits to the 
people by it. And from thts time he publickly 
exerciſed the Tyranny, like an abſolute Prince 
and Lawful Monarch ; 'whenas he was in 
truth bur a Capo d; try a Chief of Thieves 
and Murderers : and this Decree could not be 
ſtyled the Conſent of the People, which mhen 
they are free to groe it, « the tree found a. 
non-of the Supreme Power ; but a conſpiracy 
of Traitors and publick enemtes. - For haying 
killed and expelled all thoſe whoſe right it 
was to convey, and who had moſt prudence to 
judoe where to truſt Authority, as a reward or 
ouard for all Vertues; there remained very 
few but the Aﬀociates of his wickedneſs, great 
Criminals, that were fitter to ſuffer by . Magi- 
[tracy then to diſpoſe of it, and the dregs of 
. p the 
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- the People, who are the reproach, not legiti- 


mate parts, of a Community; who rather 
fear then defire Goyernmear, as the great re= 
Rraint of their licentious luſts , and therefore 
are willing it ſhould be conferred on the nw 
corrupted perſons, as from whom they expedt 
the moft abulive licence. And theſe likewiſe 
Agathocles had cajoled in his Speeches ,, pro- 
miſing a new Agrarian Law, and more cquat 


 diyifion of lands, that all debrs and bonds 


ſhould be. cancelled, and that Priſoners upon 
ſuch obligations ſhould be ſer at —— 
are the uſual rempuing promiſes whereby Uſur- 
pers raiſe the hopes and get the fayour and aſ- 
ſiſtance of che debauched rabbk-: but they take 
as little care to perform thetn, as they intended 
faich when they promiſed them, And fuch 
are the good People which Tyrants ſo affeRtio« 
nately mention, and are the authors of their 
power and ſupports of their Empure, 


The honefter and middle fort of the Cici- 
zens, whoſe obſcuricy and unenyed fortune 
had ſecured them in the Maſſacre , and whoſe 
ſpirics were not ſo high as to render them ter- 
rible to the Tyratu, nor ſo abject as to be for- 
ward inſtruments of his Lufts, were ſo tupt- 
fied with the horrour of that Cruelty whigh 
yet was in their fight, and affrighted into @ 
{lugguh patience, that though they abounded 
Wich indignation as well as grief for the _ 

| F 4 OT, 
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of their Liberty, yetthey feared the power and 
multitude of their enemies , ſo that, they diſ- - 
ſembled their paſſions, and deferred their re- 
venge till a fitter ſeaſon, thinking 1t more ſafe 
for the preſent, rather to expect then proyoke 
their-fortune, Others preferred preſent peace 
and ſecurity to glorious attempts with hazard. 
To ſecure and quiet theſe mens minds, he ſe- 
yerely forbad the murders and rapines of” his 
party, as if he would pnt an end to all inju- 
ries, For 4njuries, though great, yet if per- 

trated at once , and not every day renewed, 
do leſs affright and offend the minds of men, 
Then to beget in them a credulity that he 
would behaye himſelf but as a common Citi- 
zen, with modeſty and civil gravity uſing that 
power which he had ſo barbarouſly got, he 
compoſes himſelf to all popular courſes: he 
ſpeaks familiarly to all ; ſome he eajols with 
fair and ſplendid hopes; others , whom he 
judged more fit for buſineſs, and whoſe Sla- 
very he might buy with profit, he. prefers to 
ſuch and ſuch places z and to moft he uſes pro- 
per attraEtiyes,, ſpecious in words, but yo1d of 
any reality, In himſelf nothing appeared new 
er arrogant, He forbore the uſe of a Crown 
(unleſs when he ſacrificed, which was as Prieſt, 
not asa Prince;) he did not take to himſelf a 
ſele& Life-guard, either for Majeſty or ſecuri- 


iy 2h nor did he affe& to make addreſſes to him 


cult,nor delighted 1n the tedious attendance 
of 
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of petitioners : which are the ceremonies of 
Greatheſs, and the pleaſures of weaker Ty- 
rants, But appearingin all the ſhapes of hu- 
manity, and preſenting theſe pageants of Li- 
berty, he bound the yoke of Slayery ſtronger, 
For while he negleQed theſe ſhadows of Roy- 


alty, he laid a foundation of ſolid power, He 


- diverted all his care to regulate and augment 
the publick Exchequer , all. the ſtores he fur- 


niſhed , and filled the Magazines with arms | 


and ammunition, and increaſed the Navy, For 
he foreſaw his new Principality muſt expe& 
ſeditions at home, and inyaſ1ons from abroad :- 
and if Fortune ſhould diſperſe them, yet would 
not his proviſions be fruitleſs , for with them 
he might make ſome additions to his Dominion, 
and when Slavery was faftned at home, he 
might impoſe it abroad, Which he might eafi- 
ly promiſe to himſelf : for The firſt ſteps to 
Power are alwates the moſt difficult ; but when 
once that u entred on, there will not. be wanting 
means and inſtruments to increaſe and eſta- 


bliſh it. 


By theſe courſes did Agathecles endeayour 
to draw the minds of men, ' Bur to thoſe that 
knew the Arts of Tyrants, theſe falſe Vertues 


were more terrible, becauſe they did but for a 


time ſuppreſs thoſe Vices which with more fury 

would afterwards break forth, For 1n fo much 

pride and cruelty there can neyer be _— 
an 
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and gentleneſs without defign, Ir 1s reckoned 


among the ſafer Arts of Tyrants, to imitate a 
good and lawful Prince, But in every imt- 


ration there is ſomething which berrates the V1- 
olence upon nature, and diſcovers it not to be 
ocnuine : ſo that notwithſtanding all the 1ndu- 


ij , a Tyrant's bloody thurſt, horrid luſts and 


defires of ſecurity and Greatneſs » Will make 
him break forth into ſuch praQices as will up- 
braid the falſe colours and ſhadows of Vertue; 
and they will ſoon recoil to ations anſwera- 
ble to his princt iples ; as did Agathocles , who 
in a ſhort time diſcoyered to the whole world 
that he would not uſe that power for the benefit 
of men, which with their fo great ruines and 
miſeries he had acquired, - 


While Agathocles was labouring to take 
root, the Arinſe fugitives 1N thoſe Cities of 
Sicily where they found SanRtuary endeavou- 
red his overthrow, and to ſtir up all S:c:ly a» 
gainft him, Some out of a defire ro return to 
their native ſoil & houſhold-gods,others to break 
the yoke under which their City groancd, and 
ſome out of hatred of Agathocles's forune 
more then his wickedneſs, Jt being an innate 
d:ipleaſare in men, to behold the ſuddenfelicity 
of others, and to complain of the exceſs of ow 
Fortune whom they have ſeen w the ſame level 
with themſelves. From theſe different princi- 
ples every one in his place of refuge, but eſpe- 

cially 
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cially at Agregenmtuzn, where their number was 
orcateſt, endeayoured by the Demagogues and 
molt popular Citizens to perſwade the Cities to 
2 warre againſt the Tyrant, Theſe ftill ſetting 
before the people 1n their harangues, the necet= 
fity of preventing Agathocles wich that warre 


which they were undoubtedly to expeRt from 


his ambition and coyetouſneſs ; the aflurance 
of Victory from the weakneſs of his begin- 
nings, .and the freſh hatred of his horrid en- 
trance ; the glory of the enterprize, to ſubdue 
and extinguith ſo great a Monfter, and reſtore 
ſo many” miſerable Exiles to their own houſe- 


hold-gods ; the danger of the Example, if fo. 


near a wickedneſs ſhould paſs unpuniſhed. 


By theſe motives they cafily prevailed upon the + 


people to decree a warre againſt the Tyrant, 


Bur the greatneſs of the warre made the ua- 
dertaking flow, which loſt the advantages thar 
at firſt encouraped the enterprize. For doubt» 
_ 1og their ſingle ſtrengths they entred into con- 
| federacy with Gela and ZMefſere to the ſame 

warre : theſe Treaties ſpent time 1n the mana- 
ging, and the confidence that did ariſe from 
their union did loſe more. For then, as noc 
doubting the ViRtory, -they feared that. 1f they 
ſhould make any one of their own Cizens 
General of their Army , he might after the 
overthrow of Agathocles follow his Example, 
and either make hunſclf Tyrant y or raiſe his 
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own City aboye the reſt, Therefore they would 
ſend ſome of the Exiles to Sparta , to procure 
from that City a perſon fir ro be General of 
all their Forces, For they ſuppoſed a ſtranger 
would be more juft and faithful 1n his truſt, not 


having the ſame intereſts and parties that a Ct. | 


tizen might haye ; and they hoped to find ano- 
ther Timoleon, or one that ſhould compoſe his 
condut after his Example, But the fortune of 
Sicily was not ſo bemigne,, for inſtead of a 
Deliverer they received an eff<minate and ſtu- 
pid Oppreſſor, whoſe Vicesbetraied them 1n- 
to the enemies power. 


For the Agrigentine Agents coming to 
- Sparta, they found Acretatms the ſon of Cle- 
omenes King of that City, who was very de- 
firous and umportunate for this emploiment. 
For having incurred the hatred of the Spartan 
youth, becauſe he oppoſed the Decree of the 
Senate to pardon all thoſe that had not ſtoutly 
behaved themſelves in the warre with Antipa- 


ter, he was often aſſaulted by them, who 


conceived themſelyes injured by his 1nſolency, 
and was continually afraid of their plots a- 
gainſt him, He was therefore very ſollicicous 
for ſome forein emploiment , wherein by his 
abſence he might give vent to cheir paſſions , as 
if he had undergone a voluntary baniſhment, 
and by removing the object of their hate, blot 
out the remembrance of their injuries, This 

man 
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man the Agents accept of , whom nothing bur - 
cthe' Nobility of his Family could commend, 
though his manners were extremely degenerate 
from the Vertue of the Sparta» royal blood, 
He was inſolent and high in his ſpeeches , bur 
baſe and cowardly in his ations; defirous of 
fame, but neither skalful nor induſtriousto de- 
ſerye it; prone to evil, and not cunning to 
conceal it; fierce and ſeyere againſt anothers 
Vices, yet indulgent to himſelf in baſer luſts ; 
envious at the Glory of another, as if it were 
his infamy, and yer a deſpiſer of his own cre- 
dir. His hatred was heightned by the om 
memory of his Anceſtors, For the baſe de- 
ſcendents of worthy Parems , beſides the com- 
mos hate which is inſeparable from wickedneſs, 
are loaded with another, for that they have de- 
famed the flock from which they ſprung , and 
tainted that blood which they recerved pure, 
This was the Engine wherewith the S:c:l:@ns 
were to demoliſh the greatneſs of Agathocles - 
to9 looſe and weak a hand to dethrone a da- 
ring, induſtrious, and ſubtle Tyrant, and there- 
_ proved his adyantage, rather then his trou- 

le, 


He having undertaken the emploiment with- 
out the counſel of the Ephor!, who were the 
Cenſors of the Royal family in Sparte, with 
a few ſhips ſails towards S:cily -. but by an a- 
minous Tempeſt he was forced into the Adria- 


tick, 
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trch ſea near the territories of the Apollonates, 
where he trifles away his time 1n compoſing a 
ce betwixt them and Glaucias an {llyrian 
King, that then did befiege their City, From 
thence he ſajls to Tarentam, where to loſe time 
more precious then unneceſſary aid could be to 
the S:c:lians, by the credit of his. birth and 
Country he prevails with that City to enter 
into the S:c:ltan league, and to ſend twenty 
fhips againſt the Syracuſan Tyrant, And af- 
ter ſo much loſs of time which was emploted 
in theſe Treaties » he comes to Agrigentwns, 
where with much applauſe (as is ulual to the 
Glorious aſſertors of Liberty) and great expe» 
Ration he did enter upon his command, This 
expectation and opinion of the people (which 
wiſe men eſteem prejudicial to any emplotment; 
| becauſe many can neyer correſpond fully unto 
it, men uſually deſiring more then can be ac- 
quired, which doth in time 'turn to their diſ- 
honour and infamy ) this - great undertaker 
did labour to increaſe by his confident boaſts, 
thar he would ſpeedily ruine the Syracuſar Pot- 
ter,and finiſh that juſt war. Bur they ſoon 
found how vain were hits boaſts and their hopes. 
For they perceived how he neglected all the 
defirable opportunicies of performing his truſt, 
and as if he were forgetful of his enterprize, 
the Dignity of his Extra , and the Honour 
of Ins City, he did endeavour to erect a more 
heavy Tyranny then that which he was deſired 
to 
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to pull down. He was wholly debauched 'to 
every Luſty, and as it were with the air, he had 
changed the Lacoman Temperance and mode- 
ration, (eminent - Vertues in the, higheſt for- 
tune) into Laſciviouſneſs and Pride ; more like 
a ſoft Perfianthen an hardy Spartax; abuſing 
the plenty and Beauties of Sicily with his Luſts 
and riots : by which profuſe courſes and by 
ſtealth, he alſo conſumed the common Trea- 
ſure for the war, Nor did he abſtain from 
blood and injuries, as'if thoſe who had called 
him for Liberty, knew nothing of it beyond 
che empty name, And to perpetuate his Ty+ 
ranny, he reſolved to murder Sofi5Fratus, who 
was the molt likely to head the S:61{14n fury a- 
| eainſt him, _For he was the moſt eminent of 
the Syracuſan Exiles, and had ofcen comman- 
ded the Armies .of his Commonwealth - with 
honour and ſucceſs , being of the Nobleſs of 
that City , of a preſent courage and reſolu- 
tion, notunacquainted with the Axts and pra- 
Aices of Tyranny;therefore the more able to ob- 
ſerve & oppole ſuch deGigns, The Spartan having 
no colour to make him fall by the ſword of Ju- 
ſtice, nor daring to afſaulthim by open force , 
uſes the fatal careſſes of a Tyrant, and in- 
vites him to.a Feaſt ; where when he had diſ- 
armed him by wine and gluttony , he cauſes 
him to be murdered, 


The news of this Murder being diyulged, the 
| | whole 
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whole City was filled with uproar , and the 
Syracuſan Exiles, whoſe hopes and fortunes 
were built upon this war, and were therefore 
the moſt impatient at every” diſappotntmenc, 
were highly 1nraged at the Death of SoſpHFra- 
t44 ; Whom the common Calamity had indea- 
red tothem, and from whole yalour and con- 
dud they hoped for a more ſpeedy returg home, 
Theſe fiſt aflault eAcrotatws , and by their 
example many more were drawn to the ſame 
attempt. So that the whole City being gathe. 
red together by this tumult, vote him out of his 
Office and Command ; and to confirm their 


' Decrees, they aſſault him with ſuch weapons 


as their preſent fury adminiſtred, as ſtones and 
the like, and dealt-with him as a common E- 
nemy neyer to be reconciled unto, For therr 
off ences are moFt haineous who diſappoint the 
concerved hopes of 4 ſoft and juſt Government; 
and the minds of men being fruſtrated in their 


reaſonable expeltancies of good, are thereby 


the more wiplacables Acyotatus ſeeing him- 
ſelf unequal to the peoples violence , fled out 
of Aprigentams by night, and with 1gno- 
miny haſted to Sparta, leaving behind ſum a 
diſcontented City, and all his broken hopes of 
Tyranny, of which he was more defirous then 
capable, For to umpole Slavery upon a peo- 
ple withour a force greater then their reſiſtance, 
requires a dexterous wit to manage all occur- 
xencesto the preſent adyantage , tedious _ 
an 
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and” time to form a parry, to get ſome fame 
of yalour and yertue, and to,be eſteemed ten- 
der of the peoples rights. '- Otherwiſe, though 
any one by the adyaritage of a truſt, may-a(- 


ſume a Pnncipality and Tyranny, yethecan-' 


not long hold it withoutſuch foundations, And 
as things that ſuddenly ſprihg and grow haye 
the ſhallower rooting, and are ſooneſt pulled 
up: ſo ſuch ſudden Tyrants are eafily.depo= 
ſed. Which was the fortune of Acrotatue, 
who by rioting and injuries would enjoy the 
Pleatures | wry rs. before he bad ac 
quired the Power. None are more apt to at- 
tempt upon the Liberty of the pes then ſuch 
who are vitious 'and debauched ; for they com- 
monly think Principality but 4 ſecurity of great 
crimes : yet noxe are leſs able to compaſs their 
defige. For he that will dare to attempt that 
which ns hone$t man will, mu#t be able to doe 
ſuch things which none but a prudent 'and ſtout 


man can perform. Cato's oblervation of Ce- 
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ſar, that he was the' onely ſober” perſon that - 


did endeayour the: oyerthrow of the Common- 
wealth, was an Azgary and fear of his ſuc- 
ceſs in that defigri, Thoſe that are ofherwiſe 
qualified, though they may diſquiet and ex- 
poſe their Cities to ruine by their vain attempts, 
yet can neyer' eſtabliſh themſelves in any 
Grandeur, nor meet with any other iſſue of 
their Defigns then DeftruRion or Ignominy 3 


aS this Spartan did, 428 
| G This 
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| This evilmanagement of Atretatne Was not 
unknown to Agathecles, & thertfore he provo- | 
ked them motto fight, bur waits when has cne- 
nies would fall by their own yices : whercia he 
wes nt deceived, for the league was ſoon bro- 
ket, and the aſlociated Citics divided their 
Ariny, end recalled their forces. For confe- 
haracues confifting of ſeveral communities have 
nab ; ou yy 3x fo Hug fo0 
DOC [os projperens ſucceſs, yer are | 
vhen brokgn by ewvy and . But ben 
monty the firſ® adverſe encounter immedrately 
cremtes 4 fear that diffolves thaw ; and every 
oat by privatecoumfels will chdeayour to pro- 
vide for their own ſafety, Whence it comes 


40 paſs that the forces of many Confederates 


are leſs conſiderable, though more numerous, _ | 


| ahenchoſe which one fGingle Power is able to 


form abd raiſe. And thus K happened with 
uhdſe Confederates : for the Tiaremtsnes recal- 
led homether ſhips ; and the Scan Cities 
not thriving in their firſt heat againR the Ty«. 
rant., would no longer tcnpt their Foraume, 


but by the mediation of Annicar, who was 


able to forge the diſſenters and impoſe 


prey 40 
the 
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the Punch, Empire, and thinking by this Peace 
he might ſecure the rights of hisown City with- 
out hazards of war , . concludes a' Peace 
upon theſe Articles : * Thee Heraclea, Selis 
bs. he wer Himera, [ras mO_" _ Colomes, 
&« continue 4s before ujtder thi C_ 
&« nian Empire ; that all the other Cities of Ni 
<« cily ſhould be free, and live by their own laws 
© and that Syracuſe ſhould have the chs 
&« d:;gmty and precedency ameng thens. 


| Thus this Tempeſt, that chreatned the ruine 


of the new Tyrant, being lo prothhanaly cab 
» Wt 


med, proved like thoſe hich if they 
are not violent enough to throw down , do 
advantage trees by ſhaking them to 2 greater 
faftneſs at the root, For it ſeeled Agetbortss 
upon his foundations ; becauſe it having alax- 
med hmm to provide all the means of. (afery ; 
by ſo neceflary an indufiry he was enabled for 
any enccrpriſe, He had gotten together, be- 
fides his Confeder&es and the Citizens of Sy- 
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racuſe, a Choice Army of Mercenarus cons 


 . ſifting of thirty thouſand Foot, and thee 
Þou 2 Pg Bree Horſe, and had ftored. 


himſelf with all kind of Arms, Theſe For- © 


ces,being now no longer neceſſary for defence, 


he was reſolved, according to the Infltuces o 
Tyranny, to employ in faſtaing his Dominion 


ulde neghtowing an 166 poten: Cris ; ow 
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if he conld bind his yoke upon all the Cities a= . 


bout him, he ſhould-remoye Liberty ont of the 
ken ,- and ſo out of the hopes of Syracuſe : 
beſides, he ſhould increaſe his-Revenues and 
Forces againſt another ſtorm which he foreſaw 
was coming from Carthage, For from thence 


he had received Intelligence', that Amnlcar's 


peaceful counſels were branded with finiſter 
mnterpretations ; and although the Senate did 
not dare publickly to condemn .him while he 
was in Command, yet had they paſlcd their 
ſentences againſt him, and ſealed them up in 
their Urne , not to be publickly recited cilt 
he returned to a: private Condition, Agathocles 
therefore eaſily concludes what their incentions 
muſt needs be towards himſelf; and therefore 
to rengthen himſelf againſt their 1nyafion, 


-he endeayours to preyent them 1n the acquiſt= 


tion of as much: of Src:ly as he could , not 
deſpairing in time to-graſp the Empire of the 
whole Iſland, if not by his- own yalour, yet 
he ſhould haye no ſmall advantage from his 


Enemies vices, - who he ſaw could not be una- 


nimousfn their common defence ,- and when 
they fought fingly for Liberty, they would at 


laſt all be Slayes. 


To proſecute this reſolution, - as alſo to buſie 
his own vaſſals in refifting-proyoked Forei- 
ners, and that they might yent thoſe paſſions 
on: ſome common enemy which elſe would 
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{well againſt him, he ſets upon, and-eaſily ma- 
fters all his weaker neighbours , and” vexes 
them with his opprefſions. For 4 Tyrant 'ﬆ 
lihe that other Judgement of incenſed Heaven, 
a contagious PeſtiJence, which ſtill infetts aud 
 ſpreadsit ſelf upon all that are near unto it, Ha- 
ving brought theſe leſſer Cities under his obe- 
dience; his 'next defign' was againſt Meſſer, 
which had refuſed to be concluded in the for. 
mer Peace betwixt Agathocles and the other 
| Silians, and did ill retain her juſt hatred of 
the Tyrant, and therefore was become a San- 
tuary for the Syracuſax Exiles» To deprive 
them therefore of this harbour, and to make 
the Meſſemans repent eycn of - their pity to:the 
miſerable, he was reſolyed to make them as nu= 
ſerable as thetr gueſts, . To this end he ſends 
Paſiphilm, one of his Captains, with a.con- 
fiderable party and ſecrer inſtructions , to-in- 
yade the terriconies of eſſere, not uſing any 
publick declaration of  hoſtilicy, left he ſhould 
olye them time to prepare. for their defence, or 
leiſare to conſult of honeſt means to ſatisfie 
his unjuſt anger ; for he ſought not Peace with 
them, but their ruine ; nor cared he for their 
friendſhip, bur intended their ſlavery, Paſiphr- 
lus, according to his Commands, unexpeRedly 
falls upon their Conntry , ſurprizes many. cf 
cheir Citizens, waſtes and plunders all thar 
Villages, and ſetting forth all his aQions with 


cyery adyantaoe of -terrour , he affrights the 
a "Meſſe 
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FHeſſenians to a Treaty , which under-hand 


he offered to them by ſome of his priſoners, - 


When they came to treat, he remonfirates unto 
chem, that the cauſe of the Waf was their har- 
bourine his Maſter's implacable enemies, the 
S yr acuſan Bandits ; and declares, that as they 
were uncqual to his Prince as to the profecu- 
tion'of the war, and ſo were to fear the moſt 


danoer, ſo ſhould they loſe nothing by his a- 


mity, if they were diſpoſed to.peace : that they 


were eyil Counſellors to their wealth , 
who adyiſed them to a Confederacy with the 
deſpicable enemies of ſo potent a Prince, 


The M;femars confidering the preſent ter- 
rors and their own. weakneſs, more then the 
faith of him with whom they had to doe, and 
hoping by this overture to end a dangerous 
war without any hazard to themſelves, did im- 

dlately decree that all the Syracwſar Exiles 
ſhould forſake their City, and then they ſer 
open their gates to -receive Agathocles , who 
was now come to them with his Army, The 
Tyrant at his oo apyracens coyered his inhu- 
mance es with a crafty modeſty ; and as 
= dad no arms to force his deſires, by 
all ſeeming Humanity perſwades them to re- 

| all thoſe publick Acts and Decrees where. 

by che had baniſhed certain of their lewdeſt 

tizens for notorious crimes, and which were 

now in his Army, the refuge of cyery _ 
ED Ic 
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* Which when they had dane, and received them 
In, who Would be like a Garrifon to ſubje 


PTY | 


them tathe Tyrant, he preſently ſends for all 
ſuch whom he knew,rhere & at 7 aaromentuns, 
ta be leſs patient of Slayery, and. had former. 


ly, exprefled their hatred of him ; all which” 


being aboyt fix hundred he immediately flew : 
for foreſceing the war ha ſhould haye with the 
Coarthaginiaxs , he reſolved to defiroy whomſa- 
ever he could nar truſt. 


Thus the Mdeſſexians too late found that there 
was no Humanity or Equity to be ex | 


from a Tyrant, and when it was In yain, be- - 


wailed tneir cruel folly in driving our the $y- 


racuſen Exiles, who wauld have becn an ob- 


ſinate and impregnable guard againſt the fare 
ces of their enemy z as alſo that they had be. 
traied their beſt and Roureſt Citizens, (for one- 
ly ſuch hate a Tyrant; )-and, which did mot 
of all upbraid their weakneſs, that they had 
by their own yotes put themſelyes under the bas 
ſet and vileſt Miniſters of Slayery , thets cone 
demned and profligate Baxditi, But now no« 
thing was lefc bur ſhame and indignation ac 
their owa Credulity and the Tyrants baſe. 
neſs, who was not at all aſhamed, thatby ſuch 
unworthy arts he had compaſled his defign. For 
Tyrants that ſeek after power, and not glory, 
that thirſt for blood more then an honeſt fame, 
refuſe not the molt wicked , if they be alſo 
| ©. com- 
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| compendious,waics to attain their ends, Where- 
as Generous Spirits had. rather maintain therr 
Greatneſs by Juſtice, -and eſteem that the moſt 
evident teftunony of Valour and Power to be 
at once both great and good, and not by inju- 
ries to aſcend to ſuperiority, The Romans de- 
nied a triumph to thoſe their Conſuls , who to 
overthrow their enemies had polluted their 
arms with unjuſt and wicked arts, and neyer 
accounted that a Victory which was infamous, 
Viriathus, they conceived, fell with more ho- 
nour then he that finiſhed the war with buy... 
Ing his life, and hired his ſeryants to his mur. 
der : for he ſeemed to upbraid the Romar 
weakneſs , that could not overcome a Spaniſh 
Thief by noble waies, And as they hated the 
unworthy wates of poiſon and Treaſon to finiſh 
2 war; ſo while they were uncorrupted in 
their Diſcipline, they were Religiouſly ſcrupu- 
Jous 1n the beginningiof any : for they never 
ſent forth their Armies till they had ſought for 
juſtice in the trats of Peace, and after the 
publick promuleation of their intent, Such 
alſo was the Integrity of the Achaans, before 
they had fore-warned their enemy to a defence. 
Machiavel commends the Simplicity of the an- 
cient Florextines, that enterprized no hoſtility 
on thetr neighbours, till they had by ringing a 
Bell for the ſpace of a whole moneth admoniſh- 
edtherr enemy to a peaceable ſatisfaRtion, - or a 
braye reſiſtance, But every T yravt makes his 

| WAY. 
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war impious, ' if net in the cauſe, yet in the ma- 
nagement ; and more like thieves then Princes, 
ains onely to decerve, not. to conquer their ene- 
mes. 


 Agathacles being thus ſucceſsfully wicked at 
Meſſene, defigns Agrigentam for his next prey; 
his falſe Ambition not ſuffering him to continue 
that Peace which his Neceſſity had forced him 
to make with them, But the Carthaginian 
Fleet, conſiſting of {ixty ſail of ſhips, hoye= 
ring upon: the coaſts of S:c:ly , diverted his 
arms from reyenge, on the Carthagiman-terri- 
tories, whoſe Countries he waſted with fire 
and ſword, took ſome of their Garriſons by 
force, and others were delivered upon compo- | 
fition, This Hoſtility betwixt Carthage and 
Syracuſe made Dinocrates, ( who fince Sofoſ- 
tratus's death was become the chief of the 
Sracuſan Exiles) and the other Confederates, 
hope for the aſſiſtance of the Pumck, arms a- 
oainſt this reſtleſs Tyrant, To them therefore 
they ſent an Embaſhe, with bitter complaints 
againſt Amucar, and inyeRtives againlt Aga- 
thocles. The laſt they ſer forth as a mercileſs, 
perjured, and bloody Tyrant, The other they 
accuſed as a Traitor , that by ſecret comp 
had delivered up the lives and fortunes of the 
Carthagiman friends into the hands of a moſt 
cruel enemy : and that as the earneſt of. this - 
Treachery,Syracsſe, a potent and rich City,an 
| _ __ emulons 
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emulous contender wich Capthage for the Em- 
pire of S:e:ly, was firſt betraied into his hands; 
and under the name of Peace many other con- 
federate Cities had fince been -expoſed to his 
repines, If therefore that Mighty Common - 
wealth and wiſe Senate ſhould nog be more vi- 
gorous to puniſh their treacherous ſervant, and 


roquench the Tyrant's thirſt of Empire with 
his own bload, they would ſoon feel in Africk, 


the diſmal effeQs of their negle&t of Sicily. 


This Bmbaſic inraged Carthage, and they | 


were more keenly reſolved to make Awlcer 
ſaciate heir anger with an ignominious puniſh- 
ment. Bur cither by a natural or a voluntary 
death he prevented the unjuſt fury of his own 
Citizens, who had condemned him before he 
| Could plead his innocency, So. barbarouſly 
unoratefal arc moſt Commonwealths to their 
chiefeſt ſervants : who if they thrive abroad , 
are ruined at hame by Jcaloulie and Envy ; if 
they are not ſucceſsfal , then the Capricioes of 
Fortune are accounted the miſcarriages of their 
_ Generals, and cheir Unheppineller elteemed 
for Crimes, None were more infamous in 
this way of cruelty then the Carthagimays , 
who often expiated the diſhonour of their 0- 
verthrow with cheir Commander*s head. There- 
* Aur, vif,de fore * Anmbal, that commanded 
viris illuſt. . the S—_—_ their firſt Romax 
war, being beaten,and loling his Nayy, —_ 
of 7 + 
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haſt to Carthage,to prevent any other meſſenger 
of his misfortune, and in the ,Senate declares 
onely the ſtate of his and the Enemies forces 


, as they were before the fight , and inquires - 


what they would command to be done : : 
all cried out, he ſhonld fight. 1 have (ſai 
he) and am beaten : and ſoeſcaped the puniſh- 


ment of the Croſs, But this Lamnlcar was ei- 


ther a perſon of- a ſlugoiſh ſoul, and ſo yeiled 


lus cowardize under the name of Peace , and 


yainly thought that ſpecious name would pleaſe 
a people that made war for gain : Or elſe of 
more fine- counſels then reſolute ation , and 
t t the diſcoyery of his myſteries would 
juſtifie his praftices, that he had laid his defi 

ſodeep, that 1n time they would eafily under- 
mine all the power of the Syracuſas Pater, 
without the coſt and waa the Puck 
blood and treaſure, But connſels too finely 
ſpun are eafily broken, and ſo deep a contrivance 
agrees not with the impatience of the Vulgar , 
to whom ſpeedy undertakings ſeem alwaies moſt 
beroick,; and ſlow, yet ſure , pratiies are 
enterpreted by them as the motions of falſe or 
baſe ſpirits, Or elſe Amwilcar nnght be too 
conſcious that his coverous ſoul had been cor- 
rupted with the bribes and promiſes of © > 
thocles, a yice which Ariſtotle taxes in the C ay- 
thagiman Government, and therefore neolect- 


_ edthe care of an Apology, which too evident 
* Crimes did render yain, and a contempt of death 


unnc- 
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unneceſſary, And thus fell Amulcar, 


Dynocrates With the other Exiles waited not 
idly for the effe& of their Embaſſie and. the 
Carthagimian preparations , which they knew 
would be flow, but were very aQtive for their 
own reſtitution. And therefore he ſent forth 
a party under the Command of Nymphodories 


to Centorippa, a Garriſon of Agathocles,where 


he held a Correſpondence with ſome of the 
City, who promiſed to .deliver up the town to 
him upon condition of reſtoring their Liberty. 
The em had diſcovered the plot, yet 
ſuffers Nymphodorm toenter the town by night, 
where he curs him off with his whole party, 
A gathocles was not more glad for the defeat 
of the Exiles, then for the opportunity he 


now had to ſeize upon the wealth of the Citi- 


zens, | as being ingaged in a Conſpiracy a- 


cainſt him, which he greedily takes from them- 


with their liyes, as being too great loyers of Li- 
berty to breath in the' ſame” air with a Tyrant, 
This loſs broke not the courage of Dinecrates, 
but he having yet abaut three thouſand foot and 
not leſs then two thouſand horſe, poſſeſſes him- 
ſelf of Calaria, whether he was 1nyited by a 
party of the Ciry ; where 1mmediately he drives 
out the FaQtion that was for Agathocles,and in- 
camps before the Town. The Tyrant upan the 
firſt intelligence, ſent Paſiphilis & Demophiliss 
with a party of fiye thouſand againſt him,Theſe 


ingg- 
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. ingaging with the Exiles commanded by Dino- 


crates and Philomides, who led the ſeyeral 
wings of their Army, the viRtory was for ſome 
time doubtful : but at laft the Tyrants fortune ' 
preyailed, for Philomides being ſlain, and his 
wing routed,. D;noerates was forced to retreat, 
Paſiphilu 1n the purſuit kills many of the ene 
my, and recovers Calaria, Where , like hi 
Maſter's ſervant, he omitted no act of cruelt 

and extortion upon the miſerable Citizens. For 
the MimSters of a Tyrant are educated by hins 
to, the nature of maſtives, that they ſhould one- 
ly fawn upon him that feeds them, and be cru- 
el and bloody to every one elſe. Proud with 
this Vitory , Agathocles haſtens with all the 
forces he could make to fight the Carthaginians, 
that were drawn out into the field , and had 
kncamped on the hill -Ecxome. But the Afr:- 


64/5 refuſing the battel, as expeRting more ſuc- 


cours, he returns in triumph to Syracuſe, as 
being the confeſſed Maſter of. the Field , and 
with the ſpoils he had taken from-'the two 
wretched Cities , he doth adorn the beſt of his 
Ships, | 


Thus ſucceſs waited upon the ſword of Aga- 
thocles : his deſigns being ſtill crowned with an 
iſſue greater then his hopes, as 1f Fortune no leſs 
then Syracuſe were become his Slave, - Had 
that ſlaviſh and prodigious Flattery been then 
invented, which our age hath heard praiſed 

| to 
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tO 2 prof perous wickedneſs ;; 

called the beloved darling of fe Gods and his 
creatures would haye perſwaded the miſerable 
Sicihians, that Heaven had by this ſucceſs ſeal- 
ed a grant of _ b, blood and perjury he 
had Lager ur wwe. too. ceo cheat 
to-be 1m even upon the lying Jreeks, 
 inpoda ont dough they ory 
have wanted ſo much lipht, as might fully d diſ- 
cover that the Patronage of 1 iniquity Was In- 
compatible with a Deity ; - yet common ob- 
ſeryation afforded them molt clear evidences , 
that Adverſity and Pra] do not conſti- | 
mute the differences of and - Bad; and 
that the molt uninterrupted Succeſs cannot cal- 
cine a wicked ation to the purity of Vertue, 
which 19 the tre and proper ed of the love 
of "Heayen : ſo thatit' would have been an at- 
rempt to undermine all honeſty, and root out 
Re » to attribute the loye of a Deity, 
whic is the reward. and ornament due to: ju- 
never 


' foproſperous, Betides , they daily that 


preſent ſucceſles are neyer intended by the Su- 
preme Guider of the world, to be as holta- 
ges to ſecure thoſe which receive them of a 
nor ins Laws of Right and Wrong could be 
read or interpreted by the changeable and un- 
Ready light which is found in Humane affairs, 

Some of thoſe whoſe ſober breaſts were ary 
| ral- 
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betraied by a conſtant proſperity to inſolence , 
bur be oeaſl con Ps uncertainties 
of our mortal Tondicion , have ſuſpeRed the 
Prodigality. of their own fortunes , and been 
| Jealous even of the too much indulgence of Pro- 

videncegand like wary Favorites, who doubti 
leſt the effe&s of their Prince's loye ſhould be 
afterwards the objeRt of his envy , baye there- 
fore uu fed a ſatiety in receiving, and offered 
to refign what they feared they could not keep. 

So ſome of thoſe that confidered the viciflitudes 
of humane affairs have been ſo far from inter- 
preting their ſudden and violent Proſperity for 
the evidence of the affeion -of Heayen , that 
they have doubted , whether by it they were 
marked out for the mockeries of Fortune, and 
that dey were raiſed to ſuch an heiohe, from 
whence there was no deſcent but by a preci- 
pice, Some therefote have laboured to prevent 
their forune , and leave ler before they were 
keft by ber, and conteraged her embraces, thar 
chey might nat be ſenfible '6f her Rrokes, O- 
thers have though © offer to their evil Genius, 
and by a voluntary loſs. or difſcmbled misfor- 
cugc tw (acific their mote adverſe deſtinies, 
Thus the Samian Tyrant with the loſs of bis 
Ring would have bribed his fortune two no more 
diſmal change. - And Avgwfw boandey the 
vertirow; and wo divert theenyy of ins Tiwune 
dering Juputer, did dillemble a pawettyy ay 
| yearly 
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yearly begge. But Agathocles grew inſolent 
with his preſent ſncceſs, and promiſed to him- 
ſelf more gainful fruits of his wickedneſs theh 
he had as yet received, But fortune that had _ 
thus far flattered him, did immediately forſake 
him, and diſcovered the hatefulneſs of his de- 


ſigns in a deſperate tate. 


ms : F "wo 


Tas 


22 HE (arthagimans about this time | 


'73 7 ; © jawakened with the daily informa- 
Ca N tion of Agathocles ſucceſs,decreed 
WO os, 


F to proſecute their war in Sly 
more ſeriouſly, and to be more 1n- 


hg Rod 


tent upon that glory and intereſt which they 


had there ſo long negleted. For they gave 
no heed to the ſad relations and Embaſſies of 
the Syracuſan Bandits, becauſe they knew ſuch 


mens hopes and defires to return home made 


them believe and relate things far from truth : 
nor did they value the faith of Exiles, becauſe 
ſuch when they find other wates of reſtitution 
to their Country, 'do betray the intereſt of thoſe 
whom they haye before excited to It, m_— 
An o7 | render 
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render all thoſe perils and -charges fruitleſs, 
which were at firſt undertaken for their ſakes 
and upon their promiſes, - But when Agatho- 
cles had through their negle& prevailed "ſo 
far, 'as that he could now: ſlight their power 
and deſpiſe their forces , they were more- ſolli- 
cltous to- provide for that war, They make 
Amilcar the ſon of G:ſgo, one of their moſt 
eminent Citizens, their General, A Perſon 


_ of a well-tempered-courage, in whom the 


ſtoutneſs of a Sonldier was mixed with the wiſ- 
dome that was requiſte for a Commander : he 
had been ſeldomie unfortunate , but alwaies 
faichful, of Candour enough to reconcile'and 
aſlure a doubtful friend, and of ſufficient re- 
ſolution to force an ooftinate enemy, - Th 
allow him for this Expedition an hundred and 
thirty Gallies for ſervice, and ſend with him 
two thouſand of their own Citizens, amone 
whom were many of their Nobleſs, ten thou- 
fand Libyans, one thouſand Txſcan mercena- 
ries, onethouſand (lingers of the Iſlands cal- 
led Baleares, two thouſand Chanots, with 
ſuch a proportion of Mony, Arms and Corn 
as was thought conyenient for the deſign, The: 
oreatneſs of their Army did almoſt aſcertain 
them of. yitory, and therefore they looſed 
from the Hayen with that alacrity and jollity, 
as if they went to ſpoil Sic:ly , and not. to'con- 
quer ir. But this power that ſeemed fo terrible 
to the Greeks, became the mockery of the 
H winds ; 
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wittds : for in a ſudden tempeſt they loſt faxty 
of their Gallies, two hundred Veſſels that car- 
ried the proviſions, many of their Nobilicy , 
and a grey; number; of their leſs conſiderable 
Souldiers, This news coming to Carthage, 
cauſed a publick mourning, which they were 
uſed to expreſs by hanging their City walls 
with blacks, | 


The remains of this ſhipwreckt Fleet wea- 
thered out the Storm, and with much difficulty 
oot. into Sicily - whete Amnlcar by his m—_ 
condut and dexterous management did in 
ſome ſort corre the malignity of their fortune : 
for comforting and chearing up their ſpirits that 
hadeſcaped the wreck ,- he takes into pay all 
the mereenary* ſouldiers that' he could meer 
with in the Ifland, then out of every City un- 
der the Carthaginan Dominion he colleRs 
_ the cchoiceſt youth; all which he joins with 
thoſe forces of his City that were: there before 
incamped, and inlarges their camp in the ſame 
place, having provided all other things neceſ- 
fary for the War, By this his exceeding dilt- 

nce, and the fame of a fortunate and ſtout 
GR ander, he ſoon raiſed the hopes of his 
Confederates , ſtruck a terrour into his Ene- 
mates, and inſpired courage into his! own Ar- 
my, which now conſiſted of forty thouſand 
foot, and fiye thouſand horſe, ſo that Carthage 


was ſcarce ſenſible of the loſs at Sea, So brave. 
; Lo Com- 
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Commanders do by wiſe counſels , as by renae- 
dies, heal the wonnds which their Coumries re- 
ceive from Fortune, And Heaven ſeemed 
by the Storm to have onely preſented to Am/- 
car an opportunity to Glory , that his great 
Vertues might appear 1n adyerſe accidents. 


On the other fide Agathecles was not fo 
much troubled at theſe great preparations of the 
Enemy, though they did far exceed his farces , 
as at the conſcience of his own Perfidiouſneſs, 
which examples he feared would proyoke an 1- 
- mitation in bh own Vaſlals. For he ſuſpeRed 
the revolt of moſt of the Towns he had gar- 
riſon'd , that they being ſecured to him by no 
ſtronger a bond of ſubjeRion then a Fear of 
his Cruelty, which is butan- ill miſtreſs of O- 
bedience, would ſoon. ſurrender themſelyes np 
to the Carthaginians, and that the injured Ci- 
ties would embrace this opportunity of Re- 
venge, and combine with the Enemy. His 
ercatctt ſollicitude was to ſecure Gels, of which 
he was moſt jealous, and which was likelieſt to 
give the firſt Example of a Revolt, and might 
molt ſecurely doe tt , the Africans being 1n- 


camped within their Territorics : and the loſs. 


of rwenty of his Ships together with all their 

lading,being taken by the Bnemy in that har- 

bour, increaſed his fears, and made hum more 

ſollicitous to ſecure that City by a Garnſon. 

This he did nat dare openly to atteps, = 
2 t 
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the Geloans, who watched an opportunity to 
honeſt their Reyolt, (ſhould take this advantage 
of delivering themſelyes up to the' Carthag:- 
mans, which would” be-of great loſs to him, 
and emolument to his Enemies, He therefore 
attempts them by Stratageme, Some of his moft 
daring Souldters he habits as Peaſants and Ped- - 
lers, that ſeemed to mind no buſineſs leſs then 
a ſurprize : theſe he ſends into the Town by 
ſeyeral waies ane ſmall companies , with their 
arms concealed , as coming to traffick, and 
continues the ſupply of them) till heTonceiyed 
them equal to the Cities ſtrength, and able to 
ſecure the gates for his entrance. - After them 
he follows with his whole Army, -and entring '| 
without any refiſtance, he preſently ſummons 
the people, and in a fierce and ſhort ſpeech 
charges them © of contratting with the Old 
« Enemy, for the ſlavery of all the good people 
of Sicily. Then,” not to give them time to 
prove their Innocence, (for it was not their 
Faith he deſired , but their Mony and their 
Town) he immediately gives order to his Sou]- 
ders to ſlay the wealthieſt Geloars, which were 
aboye four thouſand, and makes a Proclama- 
tion, that whoſoever had Mony or Plate, and 
did not1mmediately bring it forth to him,ſhould 
ſuffer the tortures that were due to the Betrai- 
ers of their Country, This Slaughter and 
Terrours furniſh'd the Tyrant with a vaſt ſum 
of Mony, but a greater Hatred ; for though 
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by theſe waies he terrified all his Vaſſals, yet 
this was: but a weak ſecnrity for their Allegt- 
ance, the S:c:/:4xs being rather overcome then 
ſubdued ; ard it is eafer to make SubjeFts then 


Iol 


to keep them, CMen may ſubmit to the force 


of arms, but. they will never obey but 4 juſt 
power. Agathocles himſelf alſo did doubt the 
effects of this Cruelty; therefore that the 
number of the flain might not be known , he 
buries the dead bodies in the Town-ditch. 


Leaving a Garriſon in Gels, he marches to- 


wards the Enemy» who had incamped on the 
Hill Ecnome , or the wicked bil : for the Ty- 


rant Phalars having formerly there kept his 
Engine of Torment, the Brazen Bull, he had 
made the place infamous by his Cruelty; which 
did now ſeem to expiate the noon, by af- 


fording ground to thoſe that were ready to pu- 


niſh a bloodier Villain then he that firſt diſho- 


noured it, Over againſt them on another 
hill, that had alſo been a fortification of Pha- 
lars, did Agathocles pitch his Tent, Betwixt 


both Armies ran the River Himera, which et- | 


ther uſed for their defence, while they forbore 
fiohting, which was for ſome time, becauſe 
the place had ftruck a terrour into both par- 
ties; for at that time there was a tradition of 
an ancient Prophecy, that in that place there 

uld fall a great number of men in battel : 


and the Prediction not being fo clear as to dif- 
H 3 cover 
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cover on. Which fide the loſs ſhould be, both 
Armies were ſuſpicious of their fortune , and 
not daring in a full body to paſs the River , 
their Superſticion and fear kept them from in- 


paging, 


At length this accident drew them forth, 
The Libjans (whoſe Valour is wholly out of 
themſelves, and their confidence 1n the ſwift- 
neſs of their horſes) did uſually paſs the Ri» 
ver to forage in the Enemies quarters, | _— 
thocles not to lie idle, nor betray any fear by 
his quierneſs, was tempted to the like, and 
therefore ſends a party upon the ſame defign 
Ihto the Pumck, quarters : theſe having done 
their buſineſs, returning heayy with booty , a 
party of the Carthagrmays 1fſued out of their 
Trenches to recoyer the ſpoil, This the Syra- 
Enſan had foreſeen, and therefore had laid an 
Ambuſh near the River, who, when the fre. 
cans were eager in the purſuit, and had incon- 
ſiderately paſſed the River , ſuddenly aſſaulted 
them, and chaſed them back to their own 
Trenches, Agathocles, who had ſeen all the 
ation, grew inſolent with the ſucceſs of his 
Stratageme , and thought that now ViRtory 
courted him ; and intending to take the adyan- 
tage of this diſorder of the Enemy, drew 
forth his whole Army to aſfault them within 
thetr Fortifications, Which being done with 
extraordinary ſpeed , they had filled up the 
| FE ditches, 
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ditches, broke down the Trenches, and cntred 


_ the Camp, before the Carthegimians that were 


ſurprized could range themſelves in order for 
defence, But confiſedly (as it is uſual in ſud- 
den aſſaults) ditpoſing themſelyes in that place 
and Order which Fortune and their Courage 
did preſent, they ftoutly endeavoured to ayoid 
the ignominy of being beaten within their own 
defences. Bur the Greeks as cagerly follbwed 
their adyantages, quickned with the hope of 
ending the War with this one Conflict ; ſothar 
their courage and number (till increaſed within 
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the Camp ; and the Africans hindred by their 


own diſorders loſing ground, they were not 
far from ViRtory, until Azcar ranged and 
in uy order - oppoſed to them the Mercenaries 
of the Balearick, IlNands,whn ſinging Rones of 
aboye the weight of a fine, and being exaRt 
at the (cope which they iatcad, (it being their 
onely weapon, and their continual practice 


from their infancy) poured*ſuch a ſhowre of 


ſtones upon the Greeks, that forced them to 


quit thar ground and forlake the Trenches, 


Apathocles notwithſtanding deſpaired not of 
ſucceſs, but in another quarter aflaulrs the 
Camp : and when he had filled up the ditches, 
and was almoſt mafter of the trenches, behold 
another party of Carthagimans, that were 
bur juſt then landed, as they drew near tothe 
Camp, hearing the ſhouts and noiſe of them 
that were fighting , made haſt, and ſet upon 
H 
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the Enemies in the back ; ſo ſtriking a terrour 
greater then their Rrength upon the Greeks , 
who were yet ſtoutly oppoſed 1n the Front, that 
they believed that they were aſſailed by a bigger — 
Army then they d'd affault, and 'thetefore 
ſought for ſafery by flight, as deſpainng of vi- 
Cory over ſo numerous. an Enemy, . Some ran 
rowards their Camp', who beirig purſued by 
the Africazs, ſtrewed all the way with their 
dead bodies. * Others fled by the banks of H:- 
mera, and met with as certain a'death as that 
they feared from the ſword of their Enemies : 
for thirſty through rage and toil of the Battel, 
which happened to be at noon inthe Dog <daies, 
they drank ſo oreedily of the brackiſh water, 
rhat they immediately fell down dead ; & they 
were not fewer who were found dead withouc 
any wounds all along the banks of .the River, 
then thoſe that were wounded and-flain 1n the 
rout, Agathocles haying loft aboye ſeyen thou- 
ſand, and the Carthagimans but five hundred, 
Thus Providence :did as it were ſtrive by re-ite- 
rated ſtrokes to curb the preſent inſolence of 
this inhumane Tyrant, Buſt, by ſnatching the 
Vidtory almoſt. out of his tbo, in ſuch a 
juncture bringing/an unexpeRted force, that did 
both confound his orders and break his vigour : 
upon ſuch uncertain moments does the fortune 
of Battels and the fate of Kingdomes depend, 
And ſecondly, he did increaſe the loſs, and de- 
troy the hopes of a ſecond attempt , by _— 
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off thoſe whoſe unwounded bodies might haye 
renewed the fight. Oe - 


Agathocles himſelf , reſerved for a lon- 
ocr. plague to mankind, eſcaped to his Tents, 
where -gathering up the pleces of his broken 
Army, he burns his Camp , and haſtens to 
Gela, but cauſed a report to be raiſed that he 
was fled to Syracuſe : this afforded him an op- 
pony of ſome ſmall Reyenoe upon three 

undred Africans, who being informed by the 
Priſoners that the Tyrant was retreated to Sy. 
racuſe, ſecurely entred into Gela, as ſuſpeRting 
no enemy 1n it ; bur they found him and their 
deſtrution there together, He had not ſhut 
himſelf up there becauſe he could not. get to Sy- 
rAacuyſe,but upon defign to draw the Carthagim- 
ans to befiege that place, that he might gain 
rime to fortifie and viqual Syracuſe for the fu- 
ture events of the war ,But Amlcar,that at firſt 
had thought to have lain down before Gela, 
hearing 1t was well mann'd and ſufficiently 
ſtored to endure a tedious Stege, changed his 


reſolutions , and applies himlelf to take in 


thoſe other Towns "which now courted him 
for acceptance, Camarina, Leontium, (, atana 
and T auramemum, upon the firſt news of the 
Victory gaye themſelves up to the (arthagi- 
»1an Commands : a few dates aftex Meſſene, 
Abacenmm, and many other Cities ſubnattted 
to Amilcar, who courteouſly treating all, and 


impoſing 
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impoling caſie condicions , made them prefer 
the Panick, a noble, though a forein,bondage, 

to the 1Snomintous ſeryice of an abject Potter : 
and generally through the whole Iſland the O- 
yerthrow of Agathocles gave a liberty to all 
to expreſs their hatred of hum, For when people 
ceaſe to fear thoſe that rule onely by it, they 
begin to hate them. And it was not ſo much 
the loſs of one Battel, as his own Perfidiouſ- 
neſs and Cruelty, that tore the yoke from the 

Sicthans necks. (ruel Empires, though they 
he abſolme, yet are not laſting. 


The Tyrant hearing the daily defeftion of - 
the Cities, and that his own Wickedneſs and 
the Panck, fortune had left him nothing but 
Syracuſe, he draws out all his forces from Ge- 
Ila, and with haſt retreats thither, leſt the Ex- 
ample of others and che Terrour of the Enc- 
my might tempt it to the ſame faith, There he 
emploles the remains of his Army to repair and 
fortific the Walls, to fetch as much Proyifion as 
they could from the adjoining Country, and tq 
fit all chings neceſſary for a long Sicge.For his 
bold and reſtleſs ſoul, that knew not how to 
ive unleſs a Tyrant, had reyolyed-all things, 
and perſwaged to every trial, For to men that 
have loft their firſt hopes any thing that us fu- 
inre doth ſeem befF, At laſt he projefted to 
transfer the War from the Iſland to the Conti- 
nent ; and when - he was oyer-matched _ 

| ut 


ſhould provide 
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but a uu of the arthaginian force in Sici- 
lj, he would dare their whole ſtrength in 
Africk, | 


This defign, which on another Enemy had 
been raſh and dangerous, did now appear ſafe 
and cafie, For the long Peace and Proſperity 
of the Africans had ſoftned them to an 1mpa- 
tience of enduring the toils of War ; and the 
too jealous arts of Empire which the (Carthags- 
»1ians uſed, (as to diſarmall their Vaſlals , and 
toembaſe by cruel Opprefſions their leſs potent 
Confederates ) did aflure him of but a weak 
oppoſition, and that by ſuch an unexpected 
Lay he ſhould in enough Poe" nmng 
pair all his loſſes at home, and that the ſuc- 


ceſs of one Battel would force his Enemies to 


call home their forces to guard their own Ci- 


' tless Therefore when it was the ecneral ex- 


peRation that he ſhould ſubmit to the conque- 
ring fate of Carthage, his Mind ſeeemed to 
orow greater by his Miſenes, and that he would 
Rill look Fortune 1n the face. | 


To execute this project, he chuſes out ſuch 
of his Souldiers as he thought ficteſt for the en- 
terprize , and fare drder that the Horſemen 

themſelyes onely of Saddles and 

Bridles, that when he ſhould get ſome Afri- 
can horſe, they might riot want necefſaries 
to mount them ; for although n the late _ 
throw 
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throw the loſs fell moſt upon the Foot, and he 
had ſaved all his Hotſe ; yet he wanted con- 
yenient time and Veſſels to tranſport them, 
Then to prevent any Treachery'in his abſence, 
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Syracuſe : and to ſecure him from Seditions 
and Reyolts, he divides every Famuly, the Chil- 
dren from the Fathers, and the Brothers one 
from another, carrying one part along with 


tarried at home : for he concetved that though 
their Hate were neyer ſo high againſt him, yet 
would they forbear any pradtices, leſt he ſhould 
reyenee their efforts upon thoſe their Friends he 
had with him. Then to increaſe both his Army 
and the Garriſon, he manumiſled all the Slayes, 
and pnt them into arms. Ar home he thought 
they would be ready to diſcoyer the ſecret coun. 
ſels of their Maſters, 8& fo they are often made 
uſe of by Tyrants; abroad they would raiſe 
an emulation in the free-men to a Military 
hardineſs and bold attempts, His next care 
was how to get Mony, and to this he forbore 
| no Wickedneſs that he could imagine profita- 
ble. He ſeizeth upon the Stock and goods of 

| : young Orphans, forcing it from their Guardt- 
| ans, declaring that he was fitter for that truſt 
then they, and promiſing that when they came 

of ave, he would reſtore all again more faith- 

fully: he forced a Loan fromthe richeſt Mer- 

caants, deſpoiled the Women of all their 9ol- 
| den 


'he made his brother Antander Goyernour of 


him as Hoſtages for their quiet ſubjetion that 
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den Ornaments, and robbed every Temple of 
the conſecrated Offerings. Then being infor- 
med of the diſcontents of many of the- rich- 
eſt Citizens, who referred all their preſent 
Troubles and Dangers to his inſatiable appetite 
of Greatneſs, he calls an aſſembly of the Peo- 
ple, and with a countenance compoſed to 
grief and tears he ſpeaks: after this manner to 
them, | | 


«© That War # alwaits accounted juſt which 
© & neceſſary, and then. Arms are deemed pr- 
* ous, when they are the laſt refuge of. thoſe 
« that uſe them, This u that which doth ad- 
& 7uft the proceedings of this (ommonweahh 
© againff: our Old Enemy, the faithleſs and 
© barbaroxs Carthaginians, 4 people made for 
© the plague of the World, and with whons 


« Peace is more dangerous then War, For their 


© Religion is Cruehy, and by a curſed emnula- 
« tion they are more bloody then the Gods they 
<< worſhip ; being inkumane to their own ( hul- 
« drey, and barbaronſly ingrateful to therr moſt 
© faithful Commanders. How muſerable then 
© muſt it needs be to be their Slaves? Theſe, 
&« when Aﬀrick had nothing left but Sands and 
& Deſarts which kad not ſubmitted to their vio- 
« ext and perfidions arts, to recreate their 
<« wanton thirſt of blood and treaſure, have m- 
«© vaded Sicily , pretending no other canſe of 
© war but onr generous love of Liberty, _ 

© their 
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« tLeir boundleſs defire of Tyranny, To whoſe 
< attempts, bad the Gods bobs alcaſed to —_ 
<< our juſt arms, we had put an iſſue at the 
© Battel q Himera, axd forced them -to 
© bound their —_— with the Sea, But 
& Fortune, wot their V alour, ſnatched the. Vi- 
& ory frrm us there, and hath now brought 


©« chews to our Walls : where anleſs we behave 


&« our ſelves as perſons worthy of Liberty , we 
<« Muſt endure _ heavieF Slavery, oy in 


&« chains be the abjeft ſpettators of the Rapes of 


« our Wives, the Murders of our Children 
« &- aged Parents,& ſee them wanton with that 
<« zpealth which hath been the price of our ſweat 
* + blood, For how canwe expett a tolerable 
<< Peace from them, who maks War not for Glo- 
«ry, but for Wealth and Luft ? eAnd in vai; 
oy we expe} Faith from thens that are 
«© rhe Examples of Perfidy to the whole world. 
« So that the contiunance of the War as well a4 
« the be Ws * are not matter of our choice, but 
*Cveceſſity any ſhall :mprudently condemn 
&« 9, that we rather provoked then expetted the 
« Punick Arms, they are forgetful of the duty 
« of « wiſe Prince, who onght to foreſee dangers, 
© 4nd not decline a preſent Hazard to prevent 4 
« future Reine, Nor can that people eſcape 
© the cenſure of being imprudent, which s ſo 
© :» love with a preſent Peace , that they will 
« ft ftill, antill their Enemie hath by inſtaving 
"© all their leſs potent Neighbours made ge” 
el, 


— 
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« (elf zoo ftrong for their reſiſtance, Such re- 
© (o{mtrons therefore that are neceſſary , are not 
& ſubjeft to blame or praiſe; neuther are they to 
&« be meaſured by the Event : for times 
&« ſage Connſels want that defired Succeſs which 
<< often attends thoſe that are ndiſcreet, And 
«if the approbation of either ſhould depend upon 
© the Iſſue, men would be inconraged to erre, and 
« diſheartned from giving their (ountry thoſe 
& ſafe advices which are the reſolves of Pra. 
« dence. Since therefore it was neither tn our 
« power, nor ſhould it have been onr choice, to 
&« have 4voided the War, and that the Gods 
 < would not give Viltory 4s the Merit of our 
©« Cauſe; if we will retain our Liberty (which 
© ſhould be more precious then our Lives) there 
< remains nothing now to doe , but ſloutly. to 
« wait for the returnof our Fortune, and with 
<« patience endure the miſeries of 4 Siege, which 
« [ doubt will be very great: yet I that have 
« learned to be wnhappy, can eaſily endure , for 
* it is ſome alleviation of miſery to know the 
« orcatueſs of our Mizfortune ; but my ſpirit 
® i orieved for thoſe of the Good people that 
&« pnſt.be (hut up with me, and muit be neceſ- 
«« tated to exdnre thoſe unaccuſtomed dangers 
© and comtrmual fears.. Therefore 1 require all 
* (ach 4s think themſelves nnequal to ſo adverſe 
« « fortune ', to forſake the Town , and ſecnre 
<« themſelves and their goods where they cav hope 
« for moſt . Peace and Safety, 


All 
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All thoſe that were Rich, whoſe abundance 
made them ſoft, and who feared to hazard 
their Wealth to maintain the Tyrants Great- 
neſs, and ſuch whoſe Hate of” him made them 
willing to leave the-:den of ſuch a Monſter, 
were credulous of what he ſaid, arid accepted 
of this profer'd Liberty, But they ſoon learnt 
that 4 T yrant i never to be believed, even in 
his moſt melting expreſſions, or loweſt condition: 
for he had appointed his Mercenaries to kill 
them as they offered to depart , and to: ſeize 
their goods, Thus by a compendious Villany 
he delivered hunſelf of fixteen hundred men 
which he did not dare to rruft in the Town, 
and inriched himſelf with their Goods, which 
they were removins farther from him, 


Having by theſe wicked arts provided all | 


things neceffary for his purpoſe , the reſt that 
he could not order he permitsto Fate, knowing 
that ſomething muFt be ventured, and that 14- 
ny things which exceed the providence of man, 


are often by Fortune diſpoſed for the beft. Theſe 


his provifions and Souldiers together with him- 
{cf and his Son Archagathus he brings a ſhip- 
board, ſo waiting for an opportunity toget out 
of the Haven ; reſolving to take his counſels 


for that from the accidents of Fortune : for u4- © 


»y times ſuch counſels dos diſcover themſelves 
1 working, which in 4 bare expettation had been 
for ever loſt, The concealment of: his Deſign 

was 


— 
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was no leſs wonderful then.the boldneſs of it ; 
for. he had communicated his intentions to 
none, either through his natural Pride, or fear 
of diſcovery and diſappointment , or doubting 
the conan of his Friends and Counſel. 
lors, which is the common bane of Counſels : 
For men commonly through opimaſtrete diſlikg 
#nd labour to overthrow thoſe deſigns which, 
though never ſo noble, procezded not from them- 
ſelves, Orfearing the diſcouragement of his 
Army : For Valgar ſpirits are alwaies exemies 
to difficult undertakings, Therefore for ſome 
or all theſe reaſons, he ſupprefled his Inten- 
tions, onely giving forth that he had found our 
a new and afe way of Victory, Thus great 
concealment cauſed ſeyeral diſcourſes among 
the Speculativs, © Some conceived that thus 
«© way Was to fail into [tely,. and there ga- 
© ther up ſuch whom great neceſſities made p - 
« zardous, and with them to attempt the for- 
© tune of a ſecond Battel, Others, that his 
<< intent was to land his little party in ſome 0- 
« ther places of that Iſland that were under the 
« 4frican Empire , and ſo divert the Enemy 
* from the- Siege of Syracuſe. But all con- 
© cluded thoſe unhappy men as loſt and deyo- 
© ted to deſtruction, / were forced to tollow 
«rhe Raſhneſs of ſuch a Commander. that 
© ſeemed infatuated. to. ruine. ,- So they wept 
oyer their Friends and Kindred, whoſe miſera- 
ble deparrure from ung os living ſeemed 

| . tg 
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to be reſpited onely by the Carthagtman Fleet 
that then lay in the mouth of the'Haven. 
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.- - This Obſtruion had ſo long delated Apa- 


thocles, that he'grew almoſt mag : to get forth 


he ſaw it was timpoſſible, .and to land” ill was 
danperous. Therefore when his reſtleſs Mind 


had prefente many plots, and 'upon the reje- 
Ring of one had arerficd another, and none. 
would attain hisend; at length Fortune admi- 
niftred ſuch'an adyantage, as his own Reaſon 
or Power could never -have inyented or made, 
For Tome of the Vicualling veſſels that had 
been ſent forth to bring Proviſions to the City 
were now returning, and being come ſomewhat 
near the ſhore, were diſcovered by the Enemy, | 
who'preſently with their whole Fleet made u 

to take them, and by this means left the mouth 
of the Hayen open to Agathocles ; who not to 
let ſhp this joyful ſeaſon, with a full ſpred ail 
rhade out to Sea, The Carthagimans, that had 
now almoft arraqued the Vigtuallers , ſeeing 
the Greeks coming out with ſo many Ships, at 
firſt thought they 1ntended the reſcue of the Vi- 
Qtuallers, and 1o left: off the chace of them, 
and prepared themſelves for fight, But ſeeing 
they kept a ſtraight courſe, and rhat they. had 
now gotten fone diſtance from them, they . 
_ "on eng tothe' purſuit of Agathocks; 
and by this means gave opportunity to the Vi- 
Qtallers, being thus Gungcly delivered, ſafely 
Ts | '_ 
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to ynlade at Syracuſe, and to ore that City, 
winch already began to ſuffer ſcarcity. - And 
telt diligence of keeping that adyantage of di- 
Rance which they had already gotten. before 
the Pumck, Fleet, was-preſerved out of their 
hands all the day, till towards Evening the E- 
nemy , who were better Sea-men, coming up 
cloſe, and being almoſt ready to ingaoe him, 
the Eg OR reſcued him our of thac 
danger. Thus this bold attempt had as wonder- 
ful a ſucceſs : and Heaven intending to humble 
the Cartheginian Pride by a baffled Enemy, re- 
moyed thoſe ebſtruQtions which ſeemed inyin- 
cible, Hence it was evident, that though men 
cannot reſiſt Providence, yer they may admint- 
ter unto it, and may weays the webs though 
they cannot break the threds thereof : therefore 
they qught neyer to abandon themlelyes, not 
knowing their end ; and theugh Proyidence 
traverſeth ynknown wales, yet have they rea- 
ſon to follow it, and to hope in whatſoeyer 
condition they find themſelves. 


But though they had thus paſled over the 
dread of the Africans, the next day his whole 
Army was aflaulted with a new Texrour, Far 
there happening an exceeding great Eclipſe of 
the Sun, whereby it wasſq dark that it appea- 
red like the return of Night, and many Siwrs 
did appar>, the ruder Souldierg 1gnorant 4 

I 2 the 


porbeeit incouraging his Sailors to the grea- 


15 


The Life of -Lib.ll. 
the reaſon, apprehended it as a ſad Omen of 
their preſent Aﬀairs, and were the more fit for 
ſuch impreſſions by the as yet freſh fears of 
their-late dangers. For affreghted ſpirits are 
eafily moved to Superſtition ; and that which 
in Peace had been lookgd upon as a Chance or 
the ordinary courſe of Nature , was now called 
Fate and the Anger of the Gods, Fuſt Reli- 
ojon, then Fear invaded their minds : for they 
bewailed this © «s portent of a moſt diſmal 
« znd comfortleſs iſſue, aud the deſign was ſuch, 
« 4 the Sun wonld nit afford light , Jeing con- 
« trary tothe minds of the Gods drawn forth 
© to wnknown ( oaſts, Agathocles , though he 
(as all Tyrants) was not tubjeRt to the fears of 
Heaven, nor capable of any apprehenſion that | 
looked like Religion , and ſo was apt to con- 
temn theſe affrightments of the War; yet 
_ doubtful how far ſuch might work the fears of 
the common rout, to a reyengeful fury of turn- 
ing all the miſchief of this Prodigy upon his 
head who expoſed them to the dangers, was 
therefore ſollictous to rake off the Terrour by 
a dexterous Interpretation, For ſuch 1»frgm- 
ficant figns, whichthe Vulgar take for the meſ- 
ſages of Heaven , may receive contrary com- 
ments, according to the humonr and intereſt of 
bim that « the Augur : and it ts the Event one- 
ly that proes them the anthemtickneſs of anOra- 
cle, He therefore himſelf turns Agar, and 

expounds this obſcure Text to his own adyan- 

tage, 
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tage.For-he tells them, that if this Portent had 
« ; SES before they began their Expedition , 
<< then might they juſtly 2nd feared the ſad ef- 
« fefts thereof ;but it now coming afier ſo fortunate 
6c a beginning, ut muſt be concerved to preſage 
<« all its dangers to thaſe againſt whom < Ex- 
&« pedition 1s intended, Beſides, ſuch defetts of 
| Urhe natural Luminaries alwates mote the 
«change of aff airs ; but a change could not be 
© terrible to them that were beneath the level of 
« Danger, but to the flouriſtiing eſtate of vitto. 
&« r;ous Carthage, And that thus Portent did: 
< direttly ſtrike at them was certain , becauſe 
*« they were the Warſhippers of the Sun, and the 
© [abours of 4 Gol did alwazes fenfy the ago- 
&« 105 and. ruies of hs Idolaters. Is Expo- 
ſition did relieve the ſpirits of his Army, and 
made them with more chearfulneſs endure the 
hazards and tolls of fix dates & nights continued 
ſailing. For nothing more ſtrongly leads the Mul- 
titude then Superſtition; and when this hath 
ſeized on them, they will with more readineſs 
follow their Prieſts, then their Captains, 


 Oathe ſeventh day in the morning they were 
within ken of the coaſt of Africk,, and at the 
ſame time diſcovered the Carthngmans not far 
from them, Thereupon both parties plying 
their Oars and Sails, ftroye which ſhould firſt 
compaſs their defien. The Carthagimaniho- 
ped to make this the laſt aR to the conquelt of 

I 3 Sly, 
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Sicily, all the oppoſutionof which was carried 
in thoſe Bottomes, Fear quickned the Greeks 
to ayoid moſt bitter Tortures in themſelyes, and 
the Slavery of all that was dear unto thern at 
Syracuſe, Therefore cach fide contended and 
doubled their diligence, according to their hopes 
- or fears, The Africans had the advantage of 
Oars and Sails ; the S:crlrans in the neareſt 
ditance to the ſhore, and the number of fight= 
ing men aboard. The foremoſt of the Tyrant's 
Veſſels had attained the ſhore, and landed ſome 
men, when the  bindermoft were atraqued by 
che Enemy. But many Greeks having now a 
firm footing on land, by their Bows and Slings 
forced back the Pamck. Bleet, and made them 
forſake the Veſlels they were almoſt ſeized of, _ 
not having an equal number of men ; nor could 
they ſo certainly direct their Arrows out of the 
Shtps, as thoſe that had a ftable footing, 


The Tyrant being got upon the Continent, 
preſently lands all his men at a place.called the 
Quarries, and having raiſed a ſlight Trench 
drew all his Ships aground ; which with ang- 
ther a& of boldneſs anſwerable to his defign he 
was reſolyed to burn. For if he would preſerve 
them, he muſt weaken his ſmall firength by 
leaving a guard for their defence, otherwiſe 
= would fall into the hands of his Enemies, 
Beſides, by this means he ſhould neceffitare his 
Army to a ViRtory ; for when they had my 
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the means-and. hopes of a Return , they .cuſt 
either conquer. or periſh.. . To, perform. this, 
he ſaw he mult proceed by Art, for-the Soulgi- 
ers would not eafily conſent-to loſe all hopes 
of retura to their Native ſoil, Therefore he 
firſt deals with thoſe Captains and Maſters of 
the Ships he did moſt confide 4n, and invite 
them to a Sacrifice which he made to { eres.and 
Proſerpinagthe S1c;1;an Goddeſles, heacquaigts 
them, and perſwades them to further his coun- 
ſels, Then calling the whole Army together; . 
he comes forth amongſt them habited with 
Prieſtly garments, and a Crown on his head, 
(which he wore as a Prieſt, for he had not. yet 
aſſumed that enſign of Royalcy) he acquaints 
them with bis ho incoming into Afriok., 
. and ſpeaks to this purpoſe. . | 


« Our happy and ſafe arrival in Africk can> 
6 vot make either you or me forget the dangers 
* of Syracnſe, where we left the good people of 
© that Commonwealth, with all that can make 
«« ous deſirous of life, and ſweeton our toils for 
<« wealth and glory, befieged by aur Old bIvady 
« Enemy the Carthaginians. To deliver them 
<< and onr ſelves from preſent Rune there was 
<< uo way left, but either by unworthy conditions 
& to lengthen ont our lives in Slevery, for which 
< we could have no- ſecurity from 4 porfudions 
« Enemy ; or to truſt to our own ſwords, and 


d4 


© by & brave reſiſtance f_w adverſe _ 
| 4 , 
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& wreſt the Viftory from our Conqueronrs. To 
& execute this Heroich reſolution was not to ſuf- 
« fer ogr ſelves to be pent up 1n the walls of 4 
« Town, for there we muſt have fought with 
© Famine no leſs then with the Enemy, where 
«© our wants would have broke our fanh :- The 
«& fears and cries of our Wives and Children 
« would have diſarmed us, and quenched our 
© xoble heats for Viflory, and importuned us 
© to 4 preſent, though' uncertain, ſecurity with 
*© Bongage, rather then to continue the 7 ens 
«© of a Srege for Eiberty and Glory, Bat the 
© ſureſt and eaſieſt way is to ne” ei the War 
* z#to Afcick, and carry that flame which would 
* have conſumed us in Sicily , to the gates of 
© Carthage. - For the advantages 'in that War 
© which u managed in an Enemies Country are 
« far greater then in that which we are forced 


« ro wage at home. Inthis laft we canexpett. 


& xa ſucconrs but what that remnant of our 
« waſted Conntyy, which our Enemies will leave 
& unto 4, canaſford, But abroad you ſhall ſee 
«© that tke Enemy may be overcome by bus own 
& ſtrength, through the revolt of their oppreſſed 
« I, aft the ”. hack of their 1njured Con- 
E feaerates,( who are commually panting after a 
© forein hand that may help to break, their ha- 
*Ered yoke.) Beſedes,we haveto doe with an E- 


< nemy whom ſecurity hath made weak, and 


* the deſires of Profit and Pleaſure have drawn 
** away from all defences : For their Towns and 
ES | « C;ties 


= up that force whuc 
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«Cities have not the fortifications of Art or 
«© Nature, neither incompaſſed with Walls, nor 


I2t2 


* built on Hills; but ſeated in pleaſant fields 


&© and champan conntries , hedged about with 
« pineyards and retirements of Pleaſure, which 
& will rather invite then keep off an Enemy. So 
« that your very ſight will make them ſenſible 
&« of thetr m_—_ , 4nd the fear of us will 


*C nerſwade their. ſoftned ſpirits to 4 ſubjettion 


© 2nd compliance with us to the rume of Car- 


© thage, which ſhall feel the War to burz hot- 
C ter here then that ſhe hath hindled 1n Sicily, 
& while every hand conſures to root *p that proud 


* City, that hath hitherto born up ber Tyranny 


© by anempty name of Greatneſs, and the cre- 
&« dulity of her abjeit Slaves, then by real. V a- 
« [our or ſolid Strength, Thus ſhall we gather 
> we brought not wth us. 

« Beſides,the ſuddenneſs of her Terrours and the 
&« bravery of our Courage will facilitate and aſ- 
&« certain our Vittory, whon ſhe ſhall tremble at 
C re invaſion of that Enemy whom ſhe deſpiſed 
© and reputed her Slaves : and ſhe will grow ſt#- 
« nds when the flames of her Villages, (aftles 
« aud pertinacions Towns ſhall groe them light 
« zo ſee, that Deſtrnition hath as eafie an acceſs 
*© to them asthey have made for it to others. 
« This us the art not onely to pull down the Pu- 
<« nick greatneſs, but alſo to put an end tothe 
£© wiſeries of Sicily, where the Enemy will no 
* Jonger ſtay to overthrow her Liberty , but 
| ® hates 
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« haſten to prevent their own Slavery, . And as 
« we cannet defire an eafier War, ſo we caiivot 
« hope for richer bootzes ; for in the ſacking of 


« Carthage we ſhall plander all the wealth of 


& Africk, and recover all the ſpoils that they 
« have flolx. from Sicily. Nor will our Glary 
« be leſs rhen our Profits, whenas all ſucceeding 
« Apes =_ be tanght by the preſent, that we 
© were the firſt that invented and bravely pra- 
« Fiſed the Hereich Art of transferring that 
« zway to our Enemies doors, which we were not 


&« able to endure at home; that chaſed our 


« Congueronrs, and befieped our Befiegers : [0 
cc har ſhall fill rve (ries fs. Fa 
« expedite this exfie War, to gather theſe infi- 
« nite Treaſures, and to raiſe up ſuch « lafting 
« monument for our Fame, the Gods require no 
&« ore then bold hopes for onr ſelves, and juſt 
&< Prjety towards them, For they have aſſured 
« mt of Vittory and Succeſſe in the whole War, 
« not onely by auſpicious figns in the Sacrifices, 
« byt #/ſo in hearing my Prayers, and accep- 
« ing my Vows, which 1 made to Ceres and 
© Proferpina the Patroneſſes of our beloved 
« Iſland, that if they ſhonld ſafely condult you 
"© ro the ſhores of Africk, 1 wonld burn all my 
C Ships 4s auoff ering to them, Therefore fince 
&* they have made ſo full a return to my Pray- 
Crs, and have ſo carefully martyr 4 you to 
< the acquiſition of Wealth and. Glory, its fit 


. that I tho not provoke their anger to blait this 


C enter- 
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| © exrerprize by @ſacrilegions neglett of my Re- 


&« /;gr0s Vows, 


\, When he had ſaid thus, one of his Servants ' 
puts into his hand a lighted Torch,and he com- 
manded the like to be delivered to all his Ca- 

tains : then invoking Ceres and _— 
he ſet fire- to the Pretorien-Ship, and all the 
Officers did. the like to theirs ; and when the 
flame had kindled upon the Ships, he orders the 
Trumpets to ſound a charge, and the whole Ar- 
my gave a ſhout, & every —_— for an hap. 
py retiirn home, Bur this ſudden joy was violent 
& ſhort, roo like the flame with which it began 
and wafted; For the $:c:/1zaxs, though at fir 
they were bewitched with the ſpeech, and chea= 
ted with the Arts of the Tyrant, who had cal- 
led that: Religion which was but his Neceſſity 
arid Defign, neicher giving time to conſult, nor 
expeing their conſent ; yet-at laſt, when they 
turned their eyes from the periſhing flames, 
and look'd upon the Sea, they began to mea- 
ſure in their thoughts. the vaſt diſtance betwixt 
them and home ; they compared the mercileſs 
wayes with the dangers on the land, where ſo 

{mall a number were to be expoſed to the fury 
of a mighty Commonwealth: the mernory of 
the Battel of Hizera, and the late terrours of 
the Carthagiman Fleet grew freſh, and appal- 
Jed all thoſe ſanguine hopes their falſe Leader 
had ſuggeſted : and when they refleRed again 

| upon 
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upon the aſhes of their burat Ships, and ſaw 
all the meansof a Return cut off, they curſed 
their cruel deſtinies, and their Joy (as it 1s u- 
fzal with all ſudden Paſſions ) expired tnto 
Deſpair and Madneſs, and had any one dared 
to begin, they were all diſpoſed ro mutiny. 
Agathocles perceived the change, and feared 
the effeRts ; and therefore to p1ye vent to that 
garxk and melancholy hamour , which like a 
diſmal cloud threatned a Tempeſt, he led them 
ext toinvade the African Empire, that it might 
all cs fary upon the Enemy, and-not be 
troubleſome to thetr Commander, So defign- 
ag the firſt attempt againſt Megalopoli, he 
kads them thither with a moderate march : not 
woſlow, left he ſhould confeſs a fear by de- 
hies 3- nor too haſty, both that he might give 
kave to Fame to render him ftronger then he 
was,. (For d:ftant terrours are alwazes believid 
eater then they are; and when the trath cannot 
te deſcovered, Fear doth conjeflure many falſe 
davgers). as alſo that he might permit his Soul- 
ders to. take a full proſpe& of the Country , 
which through their whole march appeared ſo 
delightful and rich, tha it did rather refreſh 
then weary their: drooping ſpirics, For the 
whole Country abounded with Vineyards, Oc- 
Ghards of all kind of Bcutts, - Gardens and pla- 
es. of Pleaſure, Fhe Fields and manured 
grounds ſeemed to labour under the buxden of 
the crop, the Paſtures with variety of _ 
ated 
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boaſted the riches of the owners z eyery piece 
of ground was exactly watered with Rivers 
and Aquedudts, adorned with ftately and ma» 
ificent . houſes, which bragged of as much 
iches within as there was plenty without, This 
being the Country whither the wealthier Cap« 
thagimans made their diverſions , when they 
were wearied with the tumule and buſineſs 
of the City, The happineſs of the ſoil ſoon 
raiſed the hopes of the S:t:/:1avs, when they 
ſaw there were equal rewards for their labours, 
and large booties for their Vitories, Then all 
began to praiſe and commend the prudence of 
Aygathocles, and duty with the love of Obe= 
dience returned to eyery breaſt. So wnſfexd 
are the motions of Vulgar ſouls, whoſe wer 
derations being faſtned to the preſent objetts, 
vary according to their appearances, ED! 


Agathocles makes nſe of this preſent temper, 
and therefore giveth a ſudden ſtorm to the Ct> 
ty, which through long Peace had onclived the 
knowledoe of an Enemy and all experience of 
War, and at this time thought of nothing leſs 
then an Invaſion, and ſo was: ſoon maſter'd 
by the deſperate Greeks ; to whom their Leadet 
oaye the plunder of the Town, that ſo he might 
raiſe their Courage, and feed their hopes by the 
booty, From thence he marches to a City cal» 
led White Tunis, which was about two hun- 


dred and fifty miles from Carthage, and makes 
| R 


it fall under the ſame fate as the ather did 
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fey being alfo circumvented by the ſecurity 
of Peace, and miſchiefs of War. The Army 
being now inriched by the ſpoils of theſe two 
Cities, would have them garriſon'd as places 
to depoſite their pillage, Agatbosles ( that 
knew how deſtruftive this would be to his en- 
terprize, and that the more hopes they had of a 
refuge , they would haye the leſs courage to 
fight) tells them, © that the booty which they 
& had 4 yet goty was but poor and comempiible 
« to thaſe vaſt treaſures one Vittory over the 
« Enemy would afford; and that wuntil that 
© were paſt na place could be ſecure, but afier- 
«© wards every Village would be 4 ſafe depoſitory 
© to the cougueronr, And urging this with 
ſuch authority as his ſucceſs had now heightned, 
he cauſes them to demoliſh thoſe two Towns, 
and incamps 1n the field, leſt the retirements of 
the City ſhould ſoften them by Luxury before 
the encounter which he expe&ed from the E- 
nemy. ; | 


In the mean while the Carthagizzan Fleet, 
that rode about the ſhore to wait the iflue of 
the Siczlians landing, when they had ſcen 
them burn their Ships, did at fart triumph, ſup- 
poſing that their fears had driyen them to ſuch 
deſperate counſels : but when they ſaw them 
draw off from the ſhore , and march up into 
the nelghbouring country, they then ger” 

"ie 
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red attheir deſign, and judged that the flames 
of thoſe ſhips would kindle a fire in their 


_* Commonyealth ,” and therefore ' wiſh'd they 
could have quench'd them with the Sic:lien 


blood or their own tears, Thus expreſling their 
fears and ſorrows with great Iamentations, and 
hanging the prowes of their Gallies with skins, 
(which was the ceremony of ſadneſs when any 
great misfortune befell their City) they gathe- 
red up the brazen beaks of the burnt (hips, and 
ſent them with the Intelligence of what had 
happened to the Senate. before this ad- 


| vice came, («rthage was alarmed by the af- 


frighted Peaſants and Fugitives of the ſacked 
Towns, who fled thither for ſuccour and ſhel- 
ter from the deftrutive Greeks; and, as it 1s 
uſual, they had magnified every thing to the 
greateſt terrour, The whole City was ama- 
zed with this unexpeRted Inyafion, and could 


'not reconcile this fadder news with the Intel- 


ligence of their late Victory at Himers , but 
by ſuppoſing their condition worſe, and that 
by the fortune of a ſecond Battel they had loſt 
all their forces both by Sea and Land, For 
otherwiſe they conceived Agatbecles would ne- 
ver have dared to aflail his Conquerors at their 
own gates ; or could haye been ſo raſhly gree- 
dy , as for ſome haſty ſpoils of Africk, to 
have left Syracuſe a prey to the befiegers ; nor 
could he haye paſſed the Sea, had his enemies 
Peet been yet unattempted, | 

| Theſe 
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- With horrour and confuſion. 
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Theſe ſad apprehenſions filled all minds 


The Senate with 
fear and haſt was gathered into the Piazza 
and the people with hideous elamours flocking . 
ring them maturely to con- 

ſult the ſafery of their- Republick , which ſce= 
med now. upon the Verge of Ruine, The: ex- 
ceſs of fear in eyery Order made them un- 
deryalue their own ftrength ; and the greater 
diligence and the more arts eyery one uſed to 
conceal it, made them appear more evidently 
fearful. They diſcoucſed how that they had 
no Army of Mercenaries ready to. oppoſe the 
Enemy ; their Nobleſs wasſlugoiſh, luxurious, 
and by a long Peace ſoftned to effeminacy ; 
their more. hopeful Youth were either loſt in 
the Shipwreck, or emploiedin the If]and ; the 
Populacy were wholly ignorant of arms, and 
now fo terrified, that they would never dare 
to fleſh themſelyes on an experienced Enemy, 
hardned with former perils, heightned with 
ſpoils, and, as they ſuſpeRed, with a mighty 
Vitory, Therefore in this doubtful Rate of 
affairs, ſome were of adyice to ſend Commiſ- 
fioners to treat with Agathocles concerning 
Peace, and by that adyantage to inform them- 
ſelves fully of their Enenues ſtrength : Others 
were of opinion. that they ſhould defer any ſuch 
Treaty, dll they were acquainted with the ſtate 
of their own Army, and ſo to manage them-- 


{elyes accordingly, But while they were _— 
| c 
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Red withtheſe different counſels, the mefſen- 
oers from the Admiral arrive'at the Hayen'z 
who: giving them a . particular account of whar 
had happened, and ſhewing them the beaks- of 
their'Encmies Ships, did-allay their fears, 'but 
—_— their\ indignation: againſt their Sea- 
cers, that through baſeneis/or folly - had 
ſuffered a baffled Encmy':to invade Afoiths 
and 'yenting their fury 1n'.a cenſure of them, 
with more calm ſpirits they: fall. to canſule of 
firing Remedies for the preſeny-Miſchief.” - : + 


The knowledge | of their own and Agathe- 
cles's' condition; made them deſpiſe their half- 
conquered Enemy; therefore ſcorning to-treat 
with 'him of Peace, they reſolved upon the fi- ]. 
miſhing of the War. Tothisend,as more jea- 
lous of : their Liberty then doubtful of Vitory, 
(which is 'ſckdome obtained by: divided Com- 
mands) they appoint two Generals, Bonnlcar 
and Hayno ; : Perſons of different tempers and 
oppoſite: Fations. The firft- cruel, faithleſs, 
ambitious and impatient of. equality : the 0- 
ther more defirous of Glorythen Power ;. of a 
civil Modeſty fierce againft'an Enemy, but ten-: 
der of. his own Citizens, Bonilcar was choſen, 
becauſe lus Greatneſs made 1t dangerous to paſs 


 himby in ſo honourable an emplotment ; bue 
| Ham, to watch over the others actions, which 


not onely the love of his Country , bur alſo . 
ary ancient fewd Aa” + Families, _ 
> | ure 


| The Life of + Lib-I; | 
fx her would Ben echags 
ſpeRtion. His Integrity 
temper his Paſſions, cereus ac to his - 
private Diſcords ſacrifice the Publick REEW | 
the male-3dminifiration of his charge ; ane! his 
hate of Bomilcer promiſed a ſufficient ballance = 
w his aſpiring ſoul, who was ſuſpeſicd to af- = 
&K che Tyranny, but as yet wanted an oppor- 
tuntty to fatisHie bis Ambition, Therefore they 
_ CE on 
when he copay) lay irdown. | 


"e- omen 

s, n attem | 
the Liberty of their Commonwealth, Which 
ſome refer to the vitious conſtitution. of their 
Government, that preferr'd ſuch to the higheſt 
rot xwhoſe cenſe was largeſt , and ſo made 
Wealth, not _——— the mark for Honour. 
For they m——_—_— tnels of their intereſt 
ersmws would oblige them tea greater 
—_ ripe ee bat | 


pes 
en ena gs r= 
Power are the attendants of AJ regen 


as 


= 


T2 - 


.* The" Life. of _.Lib.ll. 

'Others referred" this: to the baſe Ingratitude 
of ' the- People , which is'the uſual diſcafe -of 
all Detocracies, who*rewarded their yictori- 
ous' Commanders with fſeditious Accufations , 
and-afcerwards with the Croſs, and oftery did 
roo ſeyerely puniſh the miſchances of the un- 
proſperotis,- So that -many that had the chief 


 Commind of their forces, - have prevented theit 


unjuſt fentences with a yoluntary renurciation 
of - life and emploiment ; ' or to defend: their 
Dignity , ſought © to--extinguſh thoſe flames 
which would have conſumed their. private 
houſes; with: the ruine of ' the Publick , and 
pulling down the: frame' of Government, So 
that this Ingraticude and Severity did diminiſh 
the infamy, and ſomewhat neceſſnate ſuch un- 
dertakinos. But this infirmity never fell upon 
the Roman Commonwealth'; for while nt was 
not: corrupted by too. great an Empire, they 
were-/far from ſuch unworthy Jealouſies, re- 
wardins the proſperous Valour of their Com- 
manders with ſuchi glorious Triumphs as did 
bothiatiate their thuſts of honour, | and- not 
force 'them to ſeek the: ſhadow of a name by 
being 'great Oppreſlors; and alſo raiſed the 


O 


' hopes and ſpirits of their other Citizens' to the 


like atchievements. -Which did both-increaſe 
their Strength and Empue , and alſo:ſecure 
their Liberty -by -{o _—_— of glory, If 
ever they puniſhed the unſucceſsful, it was with 
miich humanity, - Such as loſt their -Arniies by 


any 
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any criminal failance , had the light -correRi- 
ons. of a pecuniary, mul&t, . and were not for- 
ced to wath- away the ignominy of .an Oyer- 


033: 


throw with their own blood, Such as through 


Misfortune ., Inadvertency,, or . Ignorance 
brought. wounds upon the Commonwealth, 
were rather :careſſed and cheared, then deal 
ſeverely wich; and had ſometimes their char- 
oes renewed, that they. might redeem the Glo- 
ry they had before loſt. He that by a raſh.and 
indiſcreet defire of .Victory, had occaſioned 
that terrible Oyerthrow at Canne, when he re- 
turned home, in fiead of.a triumph, had the 
Conſuls and the whole Senate mer: him ; who 


ig they could not. congratulate his Victo- - 


ry, did yet thank him for his yalour, that he 
had not deſpaired of the Commonwealth, "This 
proceeding of theirs towards their Generals 
was upon a good conſideration : Becauſe they 
judged it to be a matter of great importance, 
that ſuch as were intruſted with affairs of ſo 
great moment as managing a Battel, ſhould, 
when they were to make their reſolutions, haye 
their minds free, and without ſollicicude- of 
their Cities cenſure of their aQtions :. and. there- 
fore they would .nor increaſe their difficulcies ; 
ſuppoſing that none could be gallant. under 
the load of ſo many doubts and fears, And 
as Carthage wanted this Wiſdome of- Rome, ſo 
did ſhe the Glory and Power, and was after- 
wards forced to ſerye her riyal of Empire, 
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The Generals being choſen, they conceived 
too great dangers inthe teaſt delay, and there- 
fore made tov much haſt : for they tarried not 
to levy ſouldiers from the Confederate Ciries, 
nor to take up ſuch. that were hardned with 
the country laboars ; but "took thoſe of therr 
of the City had made unfir for the toils of war ; 
{ich alfo whom the fortune of thew Common- 
wealth and the news of the late Victory in S1- 
cily had raiſed to ſo ngh a confidence, tharthey 
conceived it rather a/journy to fetch in Slaves, 
chen an encounter to conquer an Enemy: 
therefore adviſing one another to give quaner 
to as tnany of the Greeks as were not obſtinate 
eo ruine, they carnied along with them twen- 
ty thouſand pair of ferrers tro bind their Ca- 
ptives. And they ſeemed to be careful of no- 
thing more, _ _- their delatcs would give 
opporcunity to the y to get away out of 
Africh,, ind fo defent heir hopes of Tpoil, By 
this great confidence in themſeclyes and con- 
tempt of , the enemy, (#1 whom vothing can be 
ſafely drififed ; for a neglelfful contempe will 
elwares maks him ſtronger ) they were preci- 
tcated to'an Oy . For they immediate- 
' drew out into the Field , bein about” forty 
and Foot, one thouſand Horſe, and two 
thouſand Chariots ; and pitching upan nn Hill 
not far fromthe Enemy, they ranged all their 
Forces for a Bartel, Z# commanded _ 
righ 


Agathocles ure 
made them neolet 


pended rhe fottune of 


Sraſeand Ind _— _—— s? npybe that _ 
» hirtb im b 


= on ine by qr iſſue of this 
Ns rerk] Ldvtntee 10 Fame) to pe 
occupate the minds of men in concluding rhe 
fortune of the whole War, He: orders has Bat- 
tef accordine to the manner of the Enemy. 
For having ſearned the remper of the'rwo Ge» 
nerals, (a ; neceffary pare the arts ofa Lea- 
der, and of which Aonibat afterwards made 
DE his war in Jtaly, " his de- 
according to the humour of who 
commanded he Encinies battelY he commits 
the charye of his right wingto his fon Avche- 
gathoa, that was to ingage e againſt Bownslcar, 
_ an inſolent, treacherous Captain, an 
diffident Sonkdiers , promiſed che feweſt dan - 
ocrs, and leaft oppoficion :. and he lamſelf 
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commands the lefr, to confront Hans; where 

were all things that are to be expeRted in a 
good. Leader and reſolute Souldiers, And be- 
cauſe many of his party wanted arms, he ſup- 
plies them with this invention :- he cauſes them 
to take the coveringsof ſhields, and to diſtend 
chem with ticks and rods, and-to ſtuff them 
out in the form of a ſhield, and gaye them to 
ſuch as wanted, and were in the rear ; not as 
fit for uſe,- but to elude the Enemies fight, who 
at a diſtance could not judge them other then 
real ſhields. And leſt his Souldiers ſhould be 
diſcomfited - by that terrible proſpeQ of their e- 
nemies number and horſe (For the eyes moſt 
commonly are the firſt that are overcome in 
every battel) he had another invention to ſe- 
cure their minds of ViRtory': . for he cauſed 
many Qwles, which he had provided for that 
purpoſe, to be. let flic 1n ſeyeral places of the 
Camp ; which flying round about the Army, 


and alijgnting ſomeumes upon the helmets, 


ſometimes upon the ſhields of the Souldiers, 
was taken for an auſpicious augnry , becauſe 
this kind of bird was conſecrated to Minerva 
a warlike Goddeſs, And withal he cauſes it, 


| aSan interpretation of the Omzex, to be rumou- 


red that ſhe had affured him of an happy 
ſuccels, | ES 


; Theſe deyices, though they ſeem trifles atid 
empty projeQs, yet often prove great moments 


. 
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to. wonderful ſucceſſes ; they railing inthe ſpi 
rits. of an Army great Confidence, and by = 
Confidence they overcome. For a Confidei 

that is derived from the conceived care and pro- 
miſes of Heaven, , and +to-which a Deity gives 
the firft Original, is moſt ative and vigorous ; 


becauſe a Prediction doth not onely raiſe an- in- 


fallible hope, and promiſe an affiſtance from 
Heayen, ,but alſo doth ,. by thoſe hopes, ta- 
citely admoniſh to braye reſolutions, There- 
fore the Romans, who could boaſt of more Vi- 
Rories then any other Nation, uſed to raiſe 
a Confidence in their Forces by, the wales of 
Religion : for they never would create their 
Conſuls for their Expeditions, levy their Ar- 
mies, begin their marches, or join 1n Battel, 
without their Auguries and Auſpicies, And 
. Without doing ſome ſuch thing never did any 
of their wiſe and noble Caprains attempt an 

oreat action ; conceiying it difficult to be ſuc- 
ceſsful in it, unleſs their Souldiers did firſt ap- 
prehend that the Gods were on thetr parr, 


And herein doth this Confidence differ trom 


that which ariſeth in an Army from the conft- 
deration of their own ſtrength, and contempt 
of the enemy: this commonly is pregnant with 
negle& of diſcipline, and too much ſecurity ; 
bur che. former never diſarms it ſelf euher 

negligence or raſhneſs; for the Commanders, 
who knew the uncertainty of human: affairs, 
and how much yanity there was in ſuch Augu- 
r1cS, 
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ries, uſed them onely to the rude mul. 
ricude, and themſelves 1n the mean while were 
careful of taking every advantage for Vidtory. 


Pp” | les Ghechut omberd no partof care; 
to light orchaſs, norherry with 
oF Ee, not ww nor 
of ſpoil, intent apon the or 
i Leade be; Sur, erving bis very nods, not 
' anxtous for nor too preſampriye of 
Victory) ſoon Found the eek of inyeſi- | 
_ to ts. woye raiſed = _ = _ 
or uu charge 
cat the wack Clharioes upon _ 
Fon and brayely A Fenſe Rnoeg 
them to flight: and when Ham had 
his Foot doing all rhat the Loye of 
_ 7 ed far ory exafted from lim (or b he 
Wiey 


to ek his afone 
Oy a wound be htm, be- 


__ _ wy by Foun: then A» ky 
an ban [1 che courage of the whole 
| os which were pur to flight ; onely che Served 
and did ior = white Roy endeayour to 
make goad che rerreat, Tn the other wing Be- 
a;/car did bur faintly affantr the Enemy, and 
ſcarce ſtood upon his own defence, not ecking 
the Vittory, but the Empire of Carehaye, which 
he conceived their overthrow would cifrate, 
nd their low condition impoſe on his ſſioul- 


- and then he donbced not with cafe to 
{end 


was ready and prepared cither | 


Lib.1L AG aruoduss. | 
ſend the Syracaſans out of 2 There- 
free as ſheets herkeare of Fenn he 
_ i atnong his own Ra and com- 
them co retreat to 8 n Hill + 
which bein diſorderly - the Sa- 
cred Band now no loheer able to ſuſtain 
cenorw reeks, they were 6 IS 
tall z Every one run next 
to n Denker x aling ay Oy. hes, 4 
kad taken for their as Cs 
or d theirown aflftances, 


The $56:h4xs purſued them not far butgree= 
dily recurned to the rifling of the Cainp; 

among the other ſpoils, they found the. prepa= 
rations not for War, but for Vit » thoſe 
Fetters which had been provided for their Sla- 
very, This increaſed oh hatred of rn Ene- | 
my,and heightned the joy of the Viſtoryby the 
Nd the Hume oihey had eſcaped. For 
though we rather wiſh an un1 

fortune ſuch doth net aff et wwgh 
Fes ſenſe ole , 46 that which Pro- 
©Hdence raiſes me unto from the meme? dangers. 

This ery need nts of di{cour- 
fing and wondering at the Juſtice of that ovcr- 
ruling power of the World, that had thus 
| ſhewed the vanity of humane and cotn- 
ſels , and bound the proud Cartheginans 'in 
thoſe fetters which they had provided for-a de- 


ſpicable Enemy, As alſo how quick, the re- 
Eur ng 
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turns of Proſperity may be after the moſt deſpe- | 


rate wiſery, That there ts no condition ſo 


low, but. may have hopes , ner any ſo ugh 


that zs without the-reach of fears. The Ty- 
rant-while his for&& were intire in Sicrly, was 
overthrowa by the ( arthagimians : yer: with 
the remains of that Army he beats his Conque- 
rours. . Two emulous Cities, Carthage and 
Syracaſe, both at one time Conquerours and 
conquered, {treightned and befieged by their 
mutual forces, The loſs of the Carthaginians 


in this Battel was very great, but uncertain : 


' forſome ſay it was but one thouſand, others 


relate three, and others fix thouſand. A- 
gathocles bought this great ViRtory with bur 
little blood, for he loſt at moſt but two hun-+ 
dred, and others ſay but two. 


The Carthaginians amazed at this unexpeRt- 
ed overthrow by ſo weak an Enemy, referred 
thetr misfortune to the anger of their neglect- 
ed Gods, They conceived Herczles the Patron 
of their City tobe offended with them,: becauſe 
they had long diſuſed to.ſend the Tenths of all 
their Revenues to thatGod at T yre,from whence 
they were extracted, which they had moſt reli- 
giouſly obſeryed at the firſt Plantation of their 
Colony. But whea their State. was increaſed 
by a continued Proſperity , and- their Riches 
grown toa vaſt height, their Covetouſneſs alſo 
ialarging with their Wealth, they enyied their 


Gods 


_ Ln $ 
r 
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- Gods ſo great a ſumme as their. Tenths did then 


amount unto, -and therefore, ſent little or-no= 
thing ;. either thinking their - Gods would be 
pleaſed with the parſimony of their Idolaters, 


and not delighted in an un-emploied Treaſure; 
or elſe that by their preſent Felicity they were 


now able: to ſtand by themſelves without. the 
care 'of - their Gods, | Sych- is- the common. 
weakneſs of humane minds, as to-think- the 


preſent fortune puts them our of a dependance 


on Heaven, and ſo great. their Ingraticude , 
that proud with their happineſs., . they; cons 


celye. themſelyes. the- authours of their own 


fortunegand negleR the teſtimonies of acknow- 


| ledging from whoſe bounty they derived their 
Bleſſings. And being thus inſolent. towards 


thetr Gods, they grow, 1njurions to meny, and 
ſo open all the Avenues to..deſtruRion,. , This 
Saluſt obſeryes, of his Romans, who-in;their 


firſt beginnings were Magnificent in their De- 


yotions, /Parſimonious if their Families, , and 


Faithful to their Friends : byt-when their Great-- 
neſs feared no rival, and their fortune had left 
no Enemy, firſt the loye.of Riches, then Am- 


bition of Command - taught thera to neglet 
their Gods, and be perfidious to- men, deftrot- 


ed their Religion, corrupted their Conyerſe,de-. 


bauched- their Diſcipline, - and at laſt overthrew 
their Commonyealth.. For Rel:gron. betx 


the Reverence of 4 Deity, which «ſuppoſed 


able to reward and puniſh according to the me- 


rits © 
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wo s, * produbtige of 
Orders. Theſe Mo Learwr gdb wr 4 
lay the obligations of 4 folid faith, which rc: 
them for great altions, by 4 
' whechſe fails of ſucceſs. Bur whees 
' Religion is contemned, the people are not 
far from ruine,or fore 1cavy ſcourge ; for that 
& the foundation of Society , *whea it is 
once ſhaken by contempr, the whole fabrick 
cannot be ſtable nor laſting, 
Ph as yites —_ woru out þ Pro- 
ty, W, ecurity WARES FIEW 9078 
of pleaſures t IT Religion, are reco- 
Xo jor O—_— _ Food _— _ 
not — the Atheiſts 19) wake ry 
vives their worſhip, For theſe (art 
awakened with the clamonrs of their 
runes, ſent a great ſumme of mony with other 
moſt precious o "to Horcales, and Gol- 
den: Shrines for all their other Gods at Te, 
a Gp fury , and corrupr 
cheir Juſtice, And negleRing no part of their 
barbarous Superſtition, they endeayoured -_ 
| concile their Saws alſo, whom they concci 
(likewiſe, ' For whereas of” old o 
were uſed to ſacrifice to him inte moth b es 
full and hopeful- Children, nobly- or honeſtly 
born, they | of Inte pur him path com- 
mon and ſuppoſititious-birtheg, Therefore by 
2 curſed Superſtition which excinguithed huma- . 
nity, { ſ#ch i the fury of a devihiſh "+ 
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that when it i moſt exalt it increaſes their 
Cranes) they choſe two bungred Chuldren of 
their moſt eminent Nobleſs for a publick Sa- 
crifice. Belides many others that lay under 
ſore misfortune, or were affraid of ſome great 
accuſations, offered their blood for their Ci 


ſafety, which were no leſs then thiee hundred, 
Al theſe were conſumedin a Sacrifice, For 


_. cruel ape | 
t Tyre. '£ 
I CE dd of Alek 


". "7he-Lifh F< TI 
to move het a ſurrender'of the Tovin why 
coult not now hope fof any ſuccours, for "A- 
thectes was totally overthfown', arid his 
*raken 2nd burnt'at CartBage ;- For art w_ 
vidence of which they ſheived the brazen ' 


nerally known to be his: -The people through® 
the preſenc miſeries of the fe os Lhe more 
capable of any , 1 Aiſe/terrours ;' ' and* 


fach as defiretl a chahg< UP rhe State "vote niofk? | 
-afreFfitvis,”" Theſe thitiiging- abbiit the | 


Þanick *Meſſcrigers*and” place of "the Treaty} 
had fomcinklino 6f thewews ** it was'[borr: 


| Iged'7'Fot ina publick ex ation all were: 
= ent of any preat oor cafily belie-! 
A | 


ned the Commanders in the Town ts: 
ot ſuppreſs, did increaſe the fame' of iti" 


Pr Ml tut ; forbiddeti were the more? 


maid: : and thoſe who, if it had been-l#& 
ful, *woiild” have related no more then the truth! 


| ae ft 'was not ſafe, 'did-by their il!-ſuppreſ 


nan Envoits ; 'Forced- our of the Town all 


ſed fears and ſecret whiſpettrigs Ee hens! 
vy things'to be'conjeAtured,” BeO5, 49: rhcle $ 26 


- "The Governours.of* the Garriſon'4 Aifo 
ſorne Sedifion atd - Mirinies/ might be: m8 
ſe fad ridings, 25 Toon /as ever” they tags 
fled (which was ſpecdilyy the Cart 


..1 


unproficable' mouths, and all whom they ues 


ad as frierids'or* kindred of the Bandith, whicls 
were 


which had his mark upe _ 'thd were on | 


| 


| *. very houſe had ſoinething ta beyail,, either the. 
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were about” eight thouſand, - This filted che 
whele City: with-cears and: confuſion, and- e-' _ 


ſuppoſed deaths of - Agatbocles and their friends- 
that were wih him, or elſe: the miſery of thoſe: 
that were new, to be driven from their Ciry 
and houſhold-gods, and expoſed to the cruelty. 
of a befieging Enemy. Theſe ſad confidera- 
tions forced many bitter execrations- upon am- 
bitious Tyrants and their hatefyl miniſters. But-. 
Amilcer, that was a Generous Enemy,and had 
- 2 greater ſenſe of humanity then was. in: the 
breaſts of A gathocles's » did ſafely per-- 
mit Joſe expulſed wreiches to remoye from 
the walls of their unhappy City ; -but did more, 
ſtrily befiege the Town, And ſuppoſing that 
the want of ſo many, whom they had turned. 
aut, had weikned them as to the defence of 
their works, and that the terrours of his Meſ- 
ſage had abated the obſtinacy of the behieged, 
he ſent in another ſummons, . with'a tender of. 
ood conditions to eAntender and the Officers 
of the Garriſon, if they would quickly ſurren- 
der. Antander, that was a Coward, and had - 
all his -Brathers Vices, but none of his Cou- 
rape, .was for the delivery of the Town, and 
covered the baſeneſs of his ſpiric with the honeſt 
name of. Pity [to the people,. - But Eur nmaen 
an efEtolign.,, whom Agathecles had left in 
Commitiion with' his Brocher, was of a con- 


wary judggrnengs. and pergadet ll the nf 


”. The-Lifa"ofs..> >. LITE! 
© hold ont till they might have ſome berrer 
Intelligence of theſtace of the' Tyrant,” For 
it was @ madneſs to form any counſels upon. an -* 
information from an Enemy ,” who for cheit 
incere(t will ſuwceſt falſhoods for eruth , or ar 
leaſt render things worſe then in _ they 
ate. 


4 


" Amilcar ——_— how his arts had 
as and thac the EET 
te all things © m own 
But it "he cu he Galea into the Ha- 
ven of Syracuſe ro Gallics which fs $ 
had built after his ViRtory, and mann'd with 
hr flcinels ara} (elit exper Tailord-, under 
the command of Nearchw, one of his Confis = 
dents, to carry the news of his ſucceſs to 'S6 | 
 &ily, Theſe having a lucky ſail, cameche fifth 
+ day in the evening near © Syracuſe; and at 
break of .day the next morning, with 
my finging, and wanton with all expref-- 
of joy, "whe -made towards he Ciry, The 
Panick, Fleet lay inthe mouch of the 
Havens upon che firſt di 7 ſent our ſome? 
Vellels to take them ; where the flight of: the 
one and the purſuit of the other party 
te tee and —_ comeſ}, m_— called borty 
d beſieged to fpcRators 3 
or ucaniby ye, wheres 


madefo 
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raging, as they imagined .caufe,  Each- party 
Do RE 
touc e \Nore, When hat 
laid hold on them; and had then carried then 
—_ , had not the Syracuſans that fiood on 
wich their darts, weapons and ones 
CES and made them leaye the jol- 
ly meſſengers to tell cheir lucky news, Anwt- 
_ rea enero al. 
when the faghrat Sea a expeRta- 
tions had diverted their minds, pom | 
of theie ſouldiers off} from their » did 
ummetiiately clap his Ladders co the Walls, and 
had juſt then poſleſied chem, when, diſcovered 
by ſome of the Watch that were going abour 
to: ſettle the Guards, (they were Rourly incoun- 
ered,” and the alarm being given co the whole 
City, the Carthaginians were beaten off, and 
thoſe killed that Trad already gotten up, Ae 
mulcar yexed by this diſappotntment :ckens 
the ficpe, io away five thouſand of his 
Army to the defence of { «rthage, and penmics 
Syracuſe for a time to pleaſe it ſelf. pip 
ful news, - Where all the diſcourſe ;now-was 
in'extolling the wiſdome of Agathoclcs; and 
what before. ſcemed to be bur capricios and ef- 
Rs of | deſpat ry” were now by ſucoeſs. ſo ador- 
ned; thar appeared' the Counſels of the 
Gods;-the onely: ſafe reſolves that+coult] be 
rhades andthe Contriver was magnified te the 
EG that he could doe more 1n-an Over. 
L 3 * "throw 
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throw then the Enemy in'a Victory, Succeſs 
i the-onely Optich, by which the V, wigar ſurvey - 


nd judge of Connſels,” 


| Whiletheſe things'were done in Sc:/y, and 
Carthage wearied her adyerſe Gods with inau- 
ſpicious- Sacrifices', \Apathocles makes uſe of 


-lns Victory, which the Pumck, Pride and Per- 


fidiouſheſs rendred more adyafitageous. For 
that Commonwealth did: uſe to treat their con- 
quered neighbours as foreiners, and their leſs 


potent Confederates like SubjeRts and Vaſſats. 


Which was contrary to-the Rewer prudence, 


who the ſame day had many prope both"'Ene- 
mies and Citizens, and made not wars nor 
ſought conquefts for Tyranny , bur for their 
mutual ſtrength and common ſafety, and be- 
ine mingled «$9 by the ſame cuſtomes and 
affinity, joined allo their Intereſts wich their 
Wealth, and were concerned in a common: 


_ fate, + Thoſe Cities that obſeryed not .chisme- 


thod to Greatneſs, their Empires might be- 
Jarge, yer never ſtrong nor —_ and 


periſhed ar laſt by their own arts, - For #o poſ- 


ſeſſion is durable whichthe Sword onely gives 


| but Benefits have a perpetual obligation, So 
. wasit with Carthage, when the fame of their. 
| overthrow. had filled Africk. with wonder , 


how ſo great an Empire could receive fo mortal 
and ſudden a.blow by a conquered Enemy;and 
nbtfinding apy more obyious ſolutionzthen _ 

Mw, | at 
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that City" 's Name wa reater then, — 
their admiration tuck 1nito! a contermpt&of the: 
conquered, and their” foriner "Injuries "perfwe- 
ded them to an obſequiouſneſsto the " Fortiine'ef 
the Conquerour, Therefore many Citics did 
readily confederate with him , 'and fent” him 
ſupplies of Proviſion and Mony for his A 
He alſo, to increaſe the terrour, and glye Hew 
matter to Fame, marches' within five miles' of 
C arthage, ad there pitching his Tents, 'waſt- 
ed and deftroted by fire and fivord" all) round 
| abour, that they might {ee the burning Villages 
from the walls of Carthage. Then reſolying 
to take in all "the Marius Towns" thar" yer 
wete-tenacious of their faith to Carthage;"atid 
would not comply with him ; he- fortifies” his 
Camp abont Twns, and marches to Neapolic, 
ich hetakes by aſſault: bur, contrary to his 
nature, he didtermporize with is Forrune, and 
as the reaſon 'of Wir *0 . did -uſe 
ently.. 'For the fame of Clemency ts 4- 
ble bs for" thoſe to Gow the erellings bar mew 
Ta | % 


ls next: aietinje 0 was to- beliogs ewe 
$4 : during which Sicoe he i enters into: Confe- 
"deracy with Elyma6, one of the Libyan Ptin- 
' es,that had forſook: theFriendthip of declitiing 
;.C arthagt;and i incended#ss lil fanch to his new 
"Aſſociate ; who received hin, though he knew 
.f braught n mote” name ts affiſtance, ; ing 


- pR__ _— 0. OS 
” * 
_ —_Þ — = m— — ———_ 


K5O! 


—_— it. And the EnnY, 
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go no-aflured truſt, The Carthaginians when 
thought the Tyrantfo far at A- 
<P Hoc he ng wh onour leave 
enterpizc, 18: the mean. whule to re- 
_ - Finka therefore ſcadihg out their 
Forecs, they ſoon maſtexed his Camp, which 
was before the Town, and then apphed them- 
ſelves to take the Town xc elf. Tdgethecle 
hearing. this , afrer his uſual. manner.» - 
ſuxiden in, Counſels and: happy in the Eyenes, | 
was reſqlycd bothto continue the fiege at Adry- 
a ri yep Die r 
a {mall party, and leaving to: 
make good the Sicge, with great duli and 
ſecrecy-he. poſſeſies himſelf of an: which 
lay open to the proſpect of the Adrywetrnes, 
andalfo-to the s of *— and aagtr wor 
cauſed his Souldiers to make many. and great. 
Ges. By this flight, Sux 


atageme, 
7, cdl par f Mn 


decerye' p 
fore T wnis thought he came wich his 


that lay 
whole *Ariny to raiſe the Siege, and therefore 


lomghny ce Spy, or farce. the Tow ny 2nd 
upon that a page 
ſurrender upon c 99 00 gr 


faults , and pr Fur aing and by 
force, and credit tf his Ges: une, oa 


| "En AGHTHOGEES. 


LSE 


kinedurertydegye heaping: no Aa 9 


_ two Wu en Inns 


yet rectwnran 
—_ wh their k@rces 


and defigns to 
avs niny 


of the- SS taken 


heal - 
"ſes "when 


prada ame make.noi ——_— {no mar 
ches away by night, and at break of day comes 
upon the Africens like 2 c} of r,while- 


they- were ſecure, -diſo ciſpecled to 
forrave, This fadden appearance: fill'd-them 
with an immoderate fear, for they were fitter 
for a journy: then: a_Bartelz- and- while they 
hafted to' take arms, their very (haſt increaſed 


thair fears. 4n this confuſion he kilk-rwotnou- - 


ſand-of them, takes no ſmallnumber, and: {0 


| lnoke bothi the Giegs and-their: ſpirits, who had 


before concetyed-* too of. their own 
Rrength by the acceſs: of thear--Veterane- Soul 
diersfrom-Srely: Heightned with this Suceels 
be. IR GE - nll. ns, 
ederate 


25 


him, as wasnot improbable ,- the Zipyansbe- 
ing. funconſtant and barbarous that © they did 


net underſtand Faith or Peace z* or clic the Ty-- 
yan gain ty that he. might have 
for blood and ſpoil, which a+ rn 
alittle pleaſe the Africans, when NT faw es. | 
fidiouſneſs VWeaDnet: paniod; \ 8? 


Iys: Bur cheruine-of that faichicls Ki 


Bur as one blow or Favgur of Vomund ſ:1dome 
comes withaut angther of the: :ſame kind;;' ſo 
tho Sicihas affairs. followed.the:predominant 
fortune in ff#ick;' For Awrkar: impatient 
that Syracuſe alone, which was the-onely place 


there lefe to the Fyranc, ſhould ſo long ſtop 
the courſe of: his: Vieorics yj-and- hinder him-- 
from thoſe Trininphs av home which he had de>- 


ſerved abroad, -was too cager to ſnatch at that 


which in a thor! ume muſt. have fallen into: 


his hands, For having a long while by the Fleer 
at Sea keptall-provifion from the Enemy, and 
by- the Stege *wafted all that the. neighbourin 


could afford ; he might well-haye ng | 
pected 2 ſudden ſurrender, But being ioconfi-. 


derately defirousof Glory, anddeceived by the 
hopes of a vaiix! 


ws 


« OMP vf > Lib1t 
activites; wh taiteidee brajnn bis with 


RR yo. 


, he haſtned his own' 
Rune, and his Comets Danger. For' the 
conſidered the entratls. of one. 
e Sacrifices,; tell him, -*© that: to. merrew 
* ii he ln fog tone —_— 
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mide him 'willing 20 interpret .it' as us 

would:haye its &tl he-great forces he — 
leftno: ſuſpition of an unhappy entrance; {» ſp 
_ obſcurity —— future bed-frons the 
agg ff 3t bet ws the 


the x vn ris 
fear, , and would avoid, 


dates ciwrſei nfahing 20 follow when 
cher the Gods,as he imagined did -call; prepares 
all chingsforaflorm ; -and to increaſe the ter= 
rour, defigns 1t taibe; done -in the Night, Bur 
11 all humane ations Dang a rs EAT Nriou 
weth that which appears goo fitable, us 


which it: ſeems fon 30s elite fo c—_— 


eſcape one if bo imtends * other : as it 


kh by Night, which-are no lefs HR 


for-the irwader then the invaded, when every 
lictle accident-or falſe imagination' may con- 
found and: difturb thoſe. that are -led to the ' 
aſſault, and turn the ruine on themſelves._ And 
ſo-it fared with-4Am/car.. For the Enemy ha- 
notice of : is-reſolugons s: ſent out 1n-the.- - 
about: three: thouſand. Foot and four hun». 
_— toe ;1n Ambuſh. at a place near” 
—_— bu, todifturb:them in theig- enterprize, 
appall them:with thoſe terrours which they - 


incended. to. others, The Carthaginians that 
thought 


The Difeaf © 


ew hae the Town, came on: about 


BIF-vech is Kf-guand 3 ; and nextto him: fol- 
Jowed:Dizorr ates, that was Ernutenant-Genes 


rall of the Africas Horſe, The Army _ 


vided inco two” bodies, one of Africans, - 


cher of+the confederate. Greeks : after _ 

, followed 2':mized multitude without any order 
or difciptme; ſuch as were 'inccnt uponthe ri-. 
fling of the Town, and coukt-beof no adyan-' 


Lage to the taking of it. - Theſe cauſed a 


noiſe and buſtte;, which are-often' the hat 


runnersof great Overthiroms : and the way be- 
ing alſo and narrow, thoſe that were 
carry the luggage and che ſcaling- ladders 
beoan to difturb-one anocher m the march, :and: 


ro contend for the way ; ſo- thar forgetful of 


the Enemy, went to. fighting and —_ 
in _ As Sue which maki 
notſc and confuſion, gave thoſe in the: ok ag 
notice of cheivEnennes approach, Who- pre- 
red for this opportunity , and the 
+ raked of - te? upper nd', fiercely af«' 
faulted them, and did uy1 incroaſe their diſ=" 
orders, cutting ofF the. way to. ſome,. and for-. 
cing others to | fling themſelves down - the: pre- 
ciptces. Every place was filled with a confu-'" 
fed and nacertatn 'clamour , which | 
with the darkneſs of the nighe made them. 
conceive the 'Syracuſan Ambuſcade to be far 
greatzr then'fe 'was, The Carthegraians thus 
; | _ gg 


wthe ſtorm, ledon by Anlcar him< 


_ by; this amazenient began is, 
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confounded with their own -<iſoders, the ſfud- 
of the Enemy, the 1 
and difficulties of their way , could not tell 
where to charge, tos whourto with, a 

Sorne: 


"them that. had not to. uſe. their weapons, 
Har rqom-40 flie, _— .under fore 
gs own __ Ochers fell- foul apan 

own, not diftinguiſhing 
betwixt Friend os — wy were-broken un 


pieces yum and others. were: oppreſ- 
ſed SE caſles of their. Friends and 
their own, 2 ſe that there: were various 
ſcenes of and: every ſpecies of Deſtru« 


Qion was there acted, _ Buc. Amnulcay, thathad 
along time wath thoſe chan bles ane on 
reftance; - and in vain, 

fions, inciced ON Heng 
kmſelf raken the Enemy, and; carried 2 Dei 
foncr into the Town, his whole Army 
thus. routed and beaten, And — 
been happy howlſoever, .thoy 
he had fallen under the ſauac: 
Souldiers. - But he: outlived: bis: Dis 


_—_— 
with the greater Diſhonaur he. won 
Syracuſe,  Sauncertain 2nd. fallacious are-alt 
humane \defighs y that when Arwlear 


he. was inviced- by the..Gods' to-compleat. the. 
conqueſt. of Sicily, + and -confumrrate that 
Glory to: which no Carthagrmes had: hitheno 
made ſo near an. approach, be, ſhoukl at laf 
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conclude bis Life and ViRories'in Slavery, and 
Ne at the pleaſure of his beſicged Enemies, 


- The obſerving Greeks had-all their wonldey 


wy and excuſed i in the confideration of this 


overthrow, -For they could not ſufficiently 
admire the. ftrange+ uncertaiaties 'of humane | 
Grearneſs, and. ſudden' changes of conditions, 
Who.may \not fear or hope things different 
from the preſent, and contrary to what -are 
expeRted, when. Agathecles, who was a tout 
and ſubtle Commander, and. had-a very good 
Army at the Battel of Himers, was not one- 
ly defeated, bur: alfo loſt: the choiceſt of all 
hs Porces ; and now thoſe that were befieged, 
of thoſe yery men that were then bea- 
Pn did not. onely.defear the Army of the Car- 
thagmans by. an-ordinary Ge and pr 
adyantage of oround , wo an-arm ny of 
an hundred and-twenty thouſan 7 Foot and five 
chouſand Horſe, bur alſo took their General 
priſoner ?. This.made them atteſt that obſcr- 
vation, That there. art many. Vanities in War 
Fhat the. hattel 15.:wot to the. ftroug, - nar both 
Viflory\ acconmany-rhe prudence of deſigns: 
when 4 weak, arcident, @.co le ciragm- 
Shance, 5 able torune : the 'beft-formed | projetis, 
and overthrow..uhe firm i} reſolutions ; and 
thactherg-was ſame ſuch power,notwirhianding 
the -impadent.cavils and-ſhorr diſcourſes of, A- 
heitical (pirits,:thar-may./ be juſtly termed the 
Lord of Hoſts. The 


ww 
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: The Syracuſans havingigotten- this ViRtory, | 
merebpien darkneſs of 3.90 aight and” advan= 
Yay c qo the place then by. thetr. own Valour; 
ofa Ic, as diadironſly as became the ſlayes of 
an" inhumane Tyratt : who beſides the other 
Miſeries thathe brings upon his \Vaſſals, 'doth 
alfo impreſs his Vices as brands of their Stayes 
ry upon" their Souls ;- his power and their ab- 
jet minds incliningthem tothe moſt: abomina- 
ble' flattery of Inmtation.” -For they moſt in< 
bumnanely abuſed thetr noble Priſoner : not con 
fidering the Dignity or Vertites'of the' Perſon, 
who through the whole Wat had done nothing 
unbecoming/ a Generous Enemy : they: deſpt- 
ſed. the- majeſty* of his former Command and 


Succeſs ; forpot humane frailty, how ſoon "i 


falls from. the preateſt bonours: to' the loweſt 
iniferies ; and, which challenges more pity in 
humane breaſts, that what by 1 many labours & 
tedious yertues: hath been atrained, may beaſt 
'and: periſtvin one moment, - Panlus - e/Em- 


"tries, Has he had overthrown and taken Per-: 


ſem the great King of Macedoma; wept :over 


"his Priſoner, and gave reverence even to-thes | 


captiyed. Majeſty, and brought his Chiktren- 
t5 behold thie ſpeRacle of humane frailey; not 


to truimph<in-it ," wich dis" erroahd;,/iches 
= They ſboutd "learn from. thence whit Revys: * 
QC rence wat due to the Ri Hort een 


<< zyorld; that was able to dee' ch great 


Bur che ſouls'of ſo baſe a: Rabble as [Aqui 
| Tyrine's 
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Tyrant's Oden wyppiie topuble of pale of 
ousconſiderations, rae hep poſe 
avicar 'to all the indignines injuries that 


an bal{-ftarved nukitude ee. Smpadberyyr-r orthe 
for their lain Friends could invent, ups 
nf oheting Seker hopes 1n the Augu- 
ry, 20 « that the Gods were fauth- 
<& full ro bis rune," that had brought hins to ſup 
Fir aging They ' {cd hin bound 
whole City asthe' mockery of For- 
tune, nr hues with horrid corments, 
at laſt killed him ;- and: cutting off his 
bead; fenc it with the news to- Agathecles into 
Aﬀrich, \ Thus fell Awilcer, who was before 
the: Terrour of Sicily, but now the ſcorn of 
Syracuſe; more miſcrable by the hands he fell 
nt, chen by the cauſe and manner. 


[It bd 6 be od ao 
arthaginian Army , that could ſcarce 
meet the next day ;- Grams did, were 

as far from Union, ' Their -Oyerthrow had 
made them faious,, and (asit is: the faſhion 
of the Vulgar)- cach one-was ready-'to.ch 
another with the common Miſery, ' and je 
their own Crimes to. anothers: Malice;' This 
was increafed by the loſsof . thar General, and: 
they: could noc-agree 'of: a Succefſor'co him, 
The Africavs would have the chief command: 


ro'one of cheir own City, that was nexr 
Dy to-their late Commander; but the 


confe- 
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canfederate Greeks with che Exiies' contexuled 
for Dinecrates tobe ſupreme, And:when. nei 
ther party would recede from'thew deſigned 

« =" -" ewes MRI, 
fo X 


"The —_— cn 
affairs in Sics/y, were 
LE as 
ce Empire of | 
gin they conceived were ſo broken, that 
oy png doe, was to defend their own 
from Agatheclers invaſion. :+ Diviperates 
his Bxiles would be concemptible ro that 
thould raiſe : The Syracqyſaxs 
pots 'd,” would bend ail their caves 
| rather for food them: donnnion; - of. f they 
—_— RD to retain _ 
for it would be fo 
flow, wa Ru yrs no conſiderable 
atcernpt before they bad rooted. thus power, 
and (:tied their dominion. mars. 1 
- erroggss adults de ef 
pretext w WwOu r 
which was, to: {erall the (ater 7h IT 
terry ; for the” hare of Forein yoke , the Ty-: 
ranny of dgatiacles, theinnate thirtt af Free 
dome which was in the: . load, would 
eafily make their. Pong be: credited! and 


Ps Tne OO = 


ar 
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- Swoln-with theſe 'hopes' the Agrigentines 
make-one-of their own Citizens, Xenodicne, 
General, and furniſhing.him- with a. ſufficienc 
Army ſend him forth to- execute thetr counſels, 
He firſt marches to Gela, where being received. 
by ſome whom he had before praQtiied with, 
he enters the Town by night, and becoming 
maſter of ic, he there gathers up a large ſumme 
of Mony, -increaſes his Forces , and part- 
ty by force, partly by-perſwaſions , draws the 
Geloans into a Confederacy with the Agrigen- 
tines. The fame of this plauſible defign being 
bruited- abroad, all the: Cines that were not 
ſupprefſed by a greater force then their own, 
ercedily embraced this Overture. of . Liberty, 
and joined with the Undertakers, The Emnes 
and the Erbeſſttes being aſhſted by X enodicus 
droye our the Africa» Garriſons, Then he 
haſtens to deliver the ' Camarines and Leontine 
from the incurſions of the Syracnuſars, who, 
like thieves broke out of priſon , being .delive- 
red from the Siege, were more fierce and bloo- 
dy, waſting and | pillaging all their Neighbours, : 
and had taken Exerls,, Thither the Agrigen- | 
rm ſpeeds, drives: the Syracuſans mickin Hike 
own walls, befieges and rakes: Exetle, and 
reſtores it 'to' its own . Democrancal Goyern« 
ment;” - The- Syracuſer: being-/thus kindred = 
from forraging by land; took advantage of che 
Panick, negligence, whoſe Fleet ſeemed: to be 
ſupified with the reiterated loſſes of their Com- 
monwealth, 
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: 
L- 


mortwealch, and ſo were more+-negtigent in 
their guards :, So that the enemy got 'by'Sea 
Re laden. with Corn that did for'a 
img: ſupply their great - wanits. / Inithe 
while he, Army of the League, to keepup'theit 
growing fame, marches up and down, tad de2 
livers ſeyeral Towns both from the Syracyſan 
and Carthaginian yoke, Thus while Carthage 
and the Tyrant -contended- for the Empire of 
Sicily, -and waſted eath otherwith repeated 
fights, there ariſes a third partyto take the ſpoils - 
of both,” But the! miſetics -of the Hand were 
ſti increaſed”by che -prerenders to her Prefers | 
vation, 'and could not fear or ſuffer nwch'more 
troubles in Slavery," then what now ſhe mutt 
endure for the vain hopes of that Liberty which: - 
the'- next ſtrong © rages would —_ 


from her; S262 2. W 


While choſe” bopemnans de6gns for Eingies 
and Liberty waſted and almoſt drowned $:c:t# 
1n' blood and'tears, the Tyranes' ſucceſs in '4- 


frigh. made "him gay and-- jolly **and when te 


hat received the head of Amiltar, - (who living 
was his greateſt terrour)- he wiade- uſe of it 0: 
tettifie his own Cicizens.; -for Ading {o..near 
their Camp as'that he mighrbe htard and feen; 

he ſhews them the rematns-of their flain Ge- 
fon mer mop, p the tory of bis:death with 
al} the dreadful of -that'- ®ghe- auomenc 
THEY: fears; $oiny cans | With iteats: paid: 
M cherr 
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their reſpeRts to his unfortunate faith and vas * 
Jour, and bowed down to worſhip that head * 
which was their Enemies ſcorn; bewailing in 
the loſs of him the unhappineſs of Carthage, 
But the other miſchiefs of War which followed 
did dry up the tears too ſoon for this their No- / 
ble Captain, | 


- This ſtrange ſucceſs both in S:c{y and A- 
frick.; made x dan Potrer more proud, 
ſons to perſwade himſelf that he Rood above 
the reach of Danger. But the great Ruler of 
humane affairs deals ſometimes with Tyrants 
2S he hath done with the Lions of ©MHeſopota- 
7814, whoſe Flerceneſs would make that Coun- 
try deſolate and the wales unpaſlable , had 
not Nature - provided a little ſort of Flies, that ' 
about thg- heat of day flying into the eyes of . 
thoſe beaſts, either force them ingo Mariſhes 
and Fenny places there to preſerve their ſight 
from _ enemies, whom ſmalneſs makes mn- 
yincible ; or elle exaſperating their revenge to 
kall them, while res yoann. ore-arag make 
them tear our their own eyes with their claws, 
and ſo ſtarye for want of ſight and food. So 
Providence reftrains the fury , and curbs the 
Pride of ſuch Monſters as Tyrants are, by 
ſome abje&t means and inconfiderabk circum- 
ſtances, — their Ruine from unſuſpeRed - 
beginnings, unkenneſs and Feaſts ſome- 


tmes.revenge the opprefigd world,& oyerchrow 


that 


- * n mAaw | WH mw Nm 
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that power which is unreſiſtible by Arms, Thus 
Agathocles was almoſt ruined, when his E- 
nemics were moſt weak , by an-un 

Mutiny of his own Army, occaſion by a 
flight accident which gave beginning to/ ir, And 
many times ſmall begonings have great efefty, 
wen being more willing eo a motion then to 
lead it, The Tyrant jolly ' in his Succeſs 
and the obſequiouſnieſs of Fortune , invices all 
his Officers to a Supper ;- where one of them, 
named Zynſces, bang drunk, began to rail 
at him, andu _ As 
Crimes, uctering i ſpeeches that were not 
ſafe in a Tynianh ene Whoſe Maximes ure 
to hte rven he berry of. tec, yt 
theſe who ſpeak, either nog {et 

undermumers of T yranay, oadocks w/o p- 
prefſed his er a ro þ pony 
heavy ia a fit ſeaſon of Revenge ; ar 
ſent he ſeemed to reverence the nan whom he 
had often proved very valiant, and therefore 
impuring tus Paſſion to. his diftemper , replies 
onely by xeaſts ————— the eb! 
to blot out reproaches, Bur his Son 
thus (who. he his Farher's fortune n 
no Pattence, and becauſe the drunken ſpeeches 


had fo mack of rruth thar they lefc roo ſharp a 
remembrance) with much fury returns the like 
languape mixed with Thredmings, This heat 
outlafted he Feaft, and every one departs to 

wands his Tenr, Bur ———_ following 


an 


S ' 
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ided him with his notorious 
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and preſſing upon Lyciſcus, he did at laft: up- 
braid kim alſo FE Inceſt with his Fathers Wikk 


' Alcta; Upon which Archagathwe's blood boil- | 


ing as high in choler' to have his Crimes diyul- 


'ged, as it did before' in Luſt, and as he was 


prompt to doe any baſeneſs, ſo he was equally 
inſolent, and unwilling to hear of it, he 
ſnatches a _javelin from one of the Guard, 
andruns Lyciſcxs quite through the body ; who 


falling down dead was by his Friends conyeyed 


to his Tent, Whither as ſoon as it was mor- 
ning were gathered all his acquaintance., and. 
many. of the Officers of the Army ; who had 
a ref! pet for him, not onely for his Valour,but 
alſo for the bluntneſs of his diſcourſe, which ' 


-did ſeem to have in it a ſhew of a free Soul: 


Theſe reſenting the injury done to their Friend, 


, and meaſuring their own danger by 'what he 


had ſuffered, fill the whole Camp with Sedi- 


| tion; which, was more inflamed by all the 


reat Officers, .who feared the Tyrants wrath 
Br ſome {light offences, - So that -at laſt every 
one armed the:nſelyes to puniſh the incefttous 
Murderer, and to appeaſe the angry ghoſt of 
their Friend with his enemy's blood ; threat» 
ning thatif Agathocles would not deliver him 
up to Juſtice, they would ſatisfic their fury 
with his head, - Then did their anger invent 
new cauſes of quarrel, and clamoured. out 
for their arrears; and to ſhew their intentions 
for a real ſatisfaction , they choſe. them. new 
2 Leaders, 
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| Leaders, ſeized upon all the Forts and Gates 


of Tunis, and ſet a guard upon the Tyrant 
and his Son. Thus, as *t + # the nature-of the 
Multitude either baſely to ſerve, or proudly to 
damineer , they had 1n a moment caſt- off all 
thar fear and reyerence of the Tyrant, which 
ſo many terrours and ſo long a ConduR had 
habicuared them unto, 


Agathocles all this while, in the conſcience 
of many Wickednefles which eyery mouth now 
ſpoke of, did not dare to appear, to reſtrain 
thoſe that -were moſt fierce , or reconcile the 
doubtful, or animate any of his Confidents ; 
but fearful and ſlugoiſh, watched when. this hu- 
mour would ſpend it ſelf, ' But the Carthagi- 
#iaxs, that had intelligence of the Mutiny , 
labolired to advantage themſelyes by '1t, before 
the love of Obedience or the knowledge of 
the neceſſity thereof ſhould return : and there- 
fore ſent ſome ſecret inftruments to practice 
them to a Revolt, promifing to pay all their 
arrears, and ample rewards to the Agitators 
in it, ſo that many of the Officers undertook 
the emploiment, Agathzcles ſtartled at theſe 
praRtices', ' thought his life 'and fortunes were 
now at the utmoſt verge, and fearing if he were 
dehiyered up to his Enemies, he muſt with 1gno- . * 
miny and torture end his- dates , he conceryed 
It better to commit himſelf to- the fury of his 
own Army ; and fince his Life was. gone, he 

| M 3 would 


would onely provide for the decency of his 
Death, nas jiB ce try whether hus old arts of 
difſembling would ftul proye lucky, Qunely 
- the doubt was how he ſhould procced : whe- 
ther he ſhould go and oppoſe to their Fury the | 
Majeſty of 2 Commander, which might force 
a reverence, when they ſaw a Perſon of ſo 
oreat experience, and that had for a leng time 
been the chief fountain of ſeverity and reward ;; 
. ot whether. he ſhould go by ſuch a way of fear 
-_ waning os m_ a—_— - his arts of 
diflembling and ſpeaking, and ſo be more pow- 
erful _— the an, Rabble, For 
i the cufF ome of the Vulgar to be changed by 
ſudden and unuſual appearances, and be 44 prong 
fo pity 4s they were 1umoderate in anger, This | 
laſt way was ht moſt ——_— and 
therefore laying aſide all his Robes and en- 
figns of Pawer, ſquallid and deformed with 
fear, with a countenance compoſed to tears, 
yet full of. Pride and Anger, he comes into 
the midft of the Souldiers, who were preſencly 
moved with the miſerable habit - of him whom 
before they envied, He ſpeaks to this purpoſe. 


© Had the Gods exalted my life 45 6 Sacri- 
© fice for my Arnues ſafety, or deſtin'd mo to 
fall in executing revenge. on the Enemies of 
© Syracuſe, their Decregs had been but the an- 
& [wer of my Praters, who have already devo- 
© ted ney life to yours and my Country's ſervice. 

k . Wen py EH. - . 7" ©C But 
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<« But to be fold by thoſe whons 1 have peſer- 
<_ tans and made Lord: of Africk, 
be their 1gnominy whens 
&« / Thent led and roo the waies of glory, 
«91905 me juſt canſe to comple of their ſeve- 
« rity. - It is nat that I feay death, for I need 
« »0 other witneſſes then your ſelves how often 
© [ have provoked it for your emolument. Nyr 
« as / fhobre 'ghrted to become the mockery of that 
6 Eneny on whoſe Ruines I have wc Ad naſe 
«ſuch pillars of Glory as cannot be w as 7 
« tþo Lomwrk of Trans, or wadermuned b 
& d:ſhowonr of my Grave, But your oe 
—_— thet hove ſold your Captain, and the 
lavery of our Commonwealth, which will 
&« /oſe. a of nduftrions and faithful inftru- 
< ment of her preſervation, are the greatei} 
& toxrours my deſiruttion brings.  Befides the 
*© d;ſmal effetts that it will have cveu mpon Ver- 
©<rxe it ſelf, and be deſtruttive to the ſociety 
* * of following generations : for my blood ſpilt 
© 2% this ve. will confirm the licentions in- 
« folence againſt Magiſtracy , and diſcourage 
&* the proves x64l of ng for their Pathers 
* Pod a It is tyue indeed, the too much Pie- 
«ry of my Son hath raiſed this Tumult by more 
« dry then confideration. For dangerous &- 
«< vents do follow even honeſt attions, if Pro- 
© dence do not muderate the conrſe of Juſtice. 
« But bu greateſt crime was, that he amicipe- 
© ted * your ; for) » and prevented your ny 
AM 
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« of your own 1njuries. For though the Maje- 
a Y Eo 4 Pri ve aud the hams, 4 Magi. 
© frate were but empty names and vain ſhadows, |. 
© yet it 1s your concernment that He which « © 
&« your Commander ſhould not, be eſteemed the 
<< woriF.of men, as that drunkes Railer would 
© have rendred me; becauſe that Society is 
« year 4 diſmal diſſolution , whoſe Chief or 
* Prince may be ſafely defamed, Butit i -m 
&« van to complain, ſince the Gods have decreed 
« the end of this glorious Enterprize by. my 
« death. For who will dare to lead you te fire 
E the Gates of Carthage, and to find your ar- | 
rears is rauſacking her Riches when you 
* have applauded the diſhonour, and conſpired 
 Eeho betraying of your moſt faithful Servant ? 

Or what nced the Carthaginians fear. your 
« arms, when by theſe baſe arts ( for by better 
: they cannot ) they can rume your beſt Officers, 
© axd make you bind ther yokes npon your 
* own necks? T defire to live no longer to [ee 
<< your Iufamy, nor will I experience the Cru- 
© elty or (lemency of: any other, but free and 

o& ſatufied with my own integrity and glory will 
 « axticipate all danger, Onely I deſire you, 
© that the ſhort time. your cruel and faithleſs 
« Enemy will ſuffer you to ſurvive me, 
&« you will remember Me among the brave Ex- 
' © amples, aud put me in the wnmber.of thoſe 
& that by an howourable end have eſcaped the 
* publick, Miſeries, | 


Haying 
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Having ended his Speech, he drew. out his 
Sword, and putt to his breaſt, as if he had 
intended to have killed himſelf : which was a+ 


- Red .with ſo. much life, (for . he Was an excel. 
lent Mimick) that the rude Multitude, unac-. 


quainted with the arts of. Tyrants, and their 
too much fear of death, thought it was real, 
Therefore with loud acclamations, and ſtriking 
their ſpears upon their ſhields, which was the 
way whereby the Greek, Souldiers did uſe to 
expreſs their defires , they cried put <* chat he 


res 


* ſhoald forbear the ruine. of himſelf and them, . 


« that they did acquit hims of all accuſations ; 
and with a ſhout begged and gave pardon at 
' once, defiring himto re-aſſume his Royal habi- 
liments : which while he puts on he weeps, and 
thanks the changeable Multitude , that io ſoon 
was differing from it {elf, ang that before be- 
ing nothing bur Fury, did now become all Pa- 
tience. For every Mnltitude 1s moveable,cſpe- 


cally that of Souldiers ; -ſo that the remedies 
of Sedition are as eaſie as the beginnngs of it, © 


The Tyrants Speech. having recovered ſo much 
pity as ſeryed him for ' Authority, and ſeeing 
the return of Obedience, and that the Souldi- 
ers were now fit to receive commands, he pre- 
ſently turns the remainder of their fury upon 
the Enemy > who were expecting the iſſue of 
their practices, and the Revolt of the whole 
Army, of which they had received ſome alrea- 
dy. Whom when they ſaw marching out, they 

2 concelyed 


conceived to be ſuch as had forſaken the Tyrant, 
and were coming over to them ; for the ſpeed 
of Agathecles had prevented any news of the 


change in the City: and when he was come  - 


near them, he tells _ de = = 
© they ſhould expiate their ſeditions fury 
- © blot out their Tvighs with the blood of the 


«© exthoxnrs,” aud turn their crime to their bo. 


«cours gens. Hi. he chaces the 
Africans to their own tents ; who being decet- 
ved with this ſurprize, made no reſiſtance, but 
. lefe many of their fellows dead upon - the 
place, as teſtimonies of the S:eihavs Repen- 
rance, 


Though Agathocles had thus dexterouſly Bos 


ſcaped thus oreat danger, and reye himſelf 
on cm Africans, without any Rf then 
of two hundred Authours of the Sedinton, that 
had revolted to the Enemy ; yet was his hatred 
fill alive of the whole Army, that had put him 
' to ſuch affrightments : and could he have been 
ſafe, he would have contrived their univerſal 
mune, So _—_— are the Spirits of = 
rants, Yet notwithſtanding he intends to di- 
vide ther, whom the contemplation of thatr 
number ofcen incites to Sedition, and makes 
them ſcorn to ask that pay which they ſee they 
can force, Therefore leavine the reſt of the 
Army with his Son, to ſecure Tunis and the ac- 
quifitions thereabout ; he takes with him cighr 
ee Eg 


4 4 . : 5 tr . n = 
\ > . * 
, = 
I "0 {1 


| Lib.Il, 4G ATHOCLES.. 
thouſand Foar and four hundred Horſe, and 


— Routly maintained the fight with che 


* rers unto others; and ſtanding like SpeCtators 


follows the Carthaginiax Forces , who were 
into Numidia to ſuppreſs ſome Inſurre- 
; a among their revolting Subjeas. Where 
though by their ſpeed they had reduced many to 
Obedience, and by moderating their com- 
mands recovered the AﬀeRtions of athers ; yet 
did they not dare to give bartcl to-the Greeks, 
but incamped themſelves on an Hill defenſible 
by nature, and incompaſſed about with Rivers 
of a difficult paſſage. Then they commanded 
their Nun:d:ans that were in arms for them, 
after their manner of fighting, fill ro follow 
the Sic:l1ans, and by many ſudden, aflaults to 
retard their march, Bur Agethocles ſendi 
out his Slingers and Archers to encounter wt 
them, leads his other Forces forward to find 
the Enemy ; who being certified of his ap- 
proach, ſent out a party to hinder his paſſage 
at the River , where they flew many of his 
men, But the S:c:/54xs, thoughleſs 1n num- 
ber, yer greater in reſojution , and heightned 
with many Victories, forced their paſſage, and 
artha- 


g1Ans. 


In the mean time thoſe Numidzavs that were 


on either fide, forbore the fight , being of an 
unſteady Faith, like their ſandy ſoil, neither 
united among themſelves, nor conſtant adhe- 


of 
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of the Combate, and © as ſo many Vultures | 


watching to prey upon the falling Carcaſles , 


they determined to rifle the Camp and lugoage - 
of which party ſoeyer was worſted. Ar laſt 
the day inclining to Agathocles, he purſued. 
the Africans to their Camp, which being well. 
fortified, they brayely defended, and returned 
more wounds then they did recetye : yet was 
the Tyranc obſtinate to force them within their |. 
defences, hoping to compleat the Victory ſo 
happily begun, The Numidians ſeeing the 
(arthaginians ſo well preſerving their Camp, 


| though they loſt the field, immediately turn 


their hopes upon Aygathocles's Tents ; where 


| killing thoſe few that were left for the ouard of 


them,. they took all the Priſoners and ſpoil, 
and, like birds of prey, when they had got the 
ſpall, made no delay, but haſted away, The 
Tyrant hearing of this , drew off from the 
Carthagimans to ſuccour his own Camp ; but 
their haſte and the approaching Night delivered 


. them from his revenge, and they eſcaped 


with the greateſt part of the ſpoil. Agathecles 
therefore to ſupply the loſs his Army had ſuſ- 
tained by the Numidians, did equally divide 
among the Souldiers his own boottes, leſt they 
ſhould mutiny, In this Battel were taken a 
thouſand Greeks, whereof five hundred: were 
Syracuſans, who 1n hatred of the Tyrant had 
ſerved the ((arthagimians, Theſe being all im - 
priſoned in a Garriſon, f:aring the Cruelty of 


the 


the Tyrant, - by night ſet upon the '#vards ; bur 

ing any be into Tflrong co which 
they intended to defend -till they might haye 
good Articles, Agathocles hearing of it,draws 
up his whole Army againft them , whom the 
fear of preſent death - made forgetful of the 
Perfidiouſneſsof the Tyrant, and ſo they yiel- 
ded up themſelyes upon his Oath that he would 
| ſpare their Lives: which they had no ſooner 
Ex but he kills them every man, 


Notwithſtanding all- theſe Overthrows, the 
Carthagimans were not broken. in cheir Cou- 
rave and ReſoJution for Empire ; '(which is 
alwaies the guiſe of great ſpirits, not tovary 


with their fortunes) and therefore did ſo little 


repent of their unhappily-defended . Libe 
that they choſe rather to be overcome ron 
to attempt at Victory, A temper they retain= 


ed as long as they had a City. Forin their laft 


War with the Romans, before ever they would 
yield to quit their City , they pulled down 
their Houſes for timber to build a Navy ;; and 
when they wanted Iron and Braſs, they melted 


their Gold and Silver for the ſame uſes; and - 


their Matrons cut off their Hair, to make cor- 


daoe. for their Enoines,' | This undaunted reſo- 


lution, their ſending forth freſh Armies, their 
warineſs of engagins, the hardineſs and ex- 
perience which by their continual . Conflias 
_ they had acquired, the difficulties of this laſt 


ri 
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Skirmiſh, and the much blood the Victory .coft 
him, made the Tyrant ſee how unequal ſuch 
a petic Prince as he, and a fingle City that 
was blocked up, and could afford him no ſup- | 


| port for ſo yaſt defigns, were to'ſo mighty a 


Commonwealth, 'that ſeemed incxhauſtible in 
her Treaſures, and ftore of men, and thar at 
this rate they could longer hold out wich their 
Overthrows , then he with his Victories: for 
his Forces were worn out with the Sncceſſes, 
and there could be little truſt in the Souldiers 
he gathered from the conquered people. ' He 
chenfoge caſts about to get thoſe Lew an {ome- 
where elſe that he could not expeR from home. 
Among thoſe whom he thought on, none ap- 
Fu ſo fit for his defign as Ophellas , who 
aving been one-of: the Commanders of f- 
lexander, in the partage of that Empire had | 
ſcized upon Cyreve in Libya, and had made 
himſelf Prince thereof ; with -which it was 
known that he was not contented, and there- 
fore had many proxs to enlarge his Domi- 


nion, and make himſelf enunenc. 


This man Agethecles judged fitteſt for his 
purpoſe, and eatieft to be impoſed upon, For 
Ambition infatuates, and while it preſents the 
luſtre- of Greatneſs , dax.les the Reaſon, that ut 
cannot ſee the dangers and difficalties in the ac- 
qniſition, nor look into the prattices of thoſe 
that tempt them, To him therefore the Tyrant 

' ſent 


— 
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ſent Ortho a Syracuſes as Ambaſſadour, to ca- 


jole him into this war, and as a reward of his 
dangers makes 'profer of allthe acquiſitions he 
had already made, or ſhould hereafter make 
by their joint "One in Afrrch, For = _ 
ceived Sicily an Empl enough for hi 
ambition , who mokly then £00 preat & 
Command was dangerous, and in great poſ- 
ſeſſions men made themſelyes too obnoxious to 
the  firokes of Fortune, He had made this 
war upon the Continent onely to divert the .4- 


fricans from the Iſland, and to blot our che 
' Ignominy of his overthrow at Hinzera, 'not to 


ſettle a Kingdome there, which was divided by 
fo yaſt a Sea from his prinapality of Syraceſe, 
If hereafter his defires ſhould be enlarged with 


his Fortunes, he had ſteady nearer him , a place 


fitter for his deſigns, and where he had berter 
pretenfions, and there he ſhould exerciſe his va- 
lour, andenlarge his Empire ; bur all Africh 
he would leave to Opheilas , as fitteſt for the 


TG 


This wrought the defired eff:R on Opſelia, 
who having been long waiting for ſuch an op-= 
portunity , greedily ſwallowed the bait, For 
meu are more deſirom of acquiring that which 
% arothers, then car, 


This made him nor 


upon the party with 


whom he had to doe: bur as one of the leſſer - 
birds of prey, who are cager to ſcixe'on = 
45; | whic 


to preſerve thew own, 
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which their nature incitesthem to, but do 'not 


| Jook unto a greater 'fowl which is above them, 


and ſeeks to ſwallow them with 'their ſpoil; 
ſo he onely conſidering the Empire of Carrnage, 
did-not mind the infamous Perfidy of Agatho- 
cles, but haſtily concludes a League with ham, | 
and provides: for the Expedition, © To this end 
he ſends: Mony and Officers to Athens, from 
whence he had married a Wife of the ſtock'of 
the famous Afilrrades, that by the favour of her 
Friends they. might levy Souldiers there, and 

oather-up ſome ' other 'un-eimploted Grecrans ; 


who were eaſily perſwaded to thisenterprize, 


for'they found Greece-a moſt troubleſome place, 
waſted and harrafled by the ſeyeral prerenfions 
and wars of Alexandeys Commanders, and 


therefore hoped for a'rhore ſafe and eafie War- 


fare with richer ſpoils in: Africk, and promi- 
ſed to themſelves -the'pillage of. Carthage, With 
an Army made up of ſuch Ophels marches 


from (rene with aboyeten thouſand foor,” fix 


hundred horſe, and a hundred chariots that 
were furniſhed with three hundred men ; and 
beſides thoſe that were liſted there followed a- 
bove ten thouſand with 'their Wives and Chil- 
dren 1n hope of booty and ſpoil, as if they 
wenit to plant Colonies, not, fight Batcels, in 
Africk, Theſe travelling through the'diy and 
{andy Deſarts of Z3bya, 'where they were of- 
ten 1n great diſtreſs both of water and-victuals, 


and ofcen huct by thoſe Serpents which-are ha- 


tural 
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cural to that ſoil , at the' end of two months 
came to the Camp of Apathocles, tired and 
half famiſhed, 


The Tyrant went out to meet Opbellas,whom 
he entertains at firſt with prodigal careſles, 
ſends him convenient and ſeaſonable Preſents, 
often entertains him at Feaſts, in tenderneſs 
perſwades him to reſt and refreſh his Army be- 
fore he brought them to ation, and agrees 
with him in all the Counſels concerning the 
' management of their Enterprize, One through 
Fraud , the other throueh Facility , mutually 
orant and receive eyery thing. Ophellas adopts 
Archagathus for his. hetr to his hoped King- 
dome ; and Apathocles ſupprefles for a while 
his bloody and greedy diſpoſition ; which was 
impatient in ſociety of Command, * Yet all 
the while he had an eye upon his new Guelt ; 
and having intelligence about him, when he 
——_— that Ophelas was molt ſecure, and 
that che greateſt part of his Forces were gone 
forth to forage, he ſuddenly calls together 
his own Souldiers , and to them declares, that 
* he had found by experience, how zmpoſſible it 
&« was that there ſhonld be Faith and Concord 
« betwixt two (ommanders in chief : for -O- 
« phellas, whom he had called to their aſſiſ- 
* ezance, and invited to a Confederacy in that 
K rich War, had notwithſtanding ungrateful 
\ prattices ro cut them and him off ; and of 

N « rs 


378 


The Life of  FLib.IL 
&« this he was aſſured by the Intell;gence he kept 
& about bims : that therefore they ſhould adwiſe 
*© what conrſe was fitteſt for thetr ſafety. They 
were ſoon exaſperated by this-falſe accuſation, 
and defired him to lead them out to reyenge : 
Which he preſently did, and found Ophellas, 
ſuſpeRing no ſuch uſage, without any ſtrength 
about him , and- therefore cafily maſtered , 
though he made a ſtout reſiſtance, till he was 
killed, When he was diſpatched , Agathocles 
forced and perſwaded the reſt to lay down their 
arms, and ſurrender themſelyes to his conduQ, 
promiſing them that they ſhould find better 
hopes under his Command then was to be 
conceived from Ophellas : and ſo wrought over 
his whole Army, OF which ſuch as were un- 

fit for Service (together with the Spoils of O- 
phellas ) he ſhips for Syracuſe : but they were 


all loſt by Shipwreck ; ſo that the Tyrant en- 


joyed not any benefit of his Perfidiouſneſs, ct- 
ther of what he had ſent away or what he kepr; 
for it was nor long after that thoſe men whom 
he had deprived of a Captain , did reyenge 
the injury 1n the blood of his Son, 


Ar the very time that Agathocles was. un- 
faithful to Oplellas, as if fome perfidious 1n- 
fluence did then work upon all corrupted 
minds, did Bomulcar attempt the like upon his 
own Citizens, Who though he was ſuſpeRed 
to have a long time intended the Tyranny, yet 

| was 
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was ftjll ſuffered to continue in the City; ei-: 


ther a more powerful Enemy and greater Fears 
employing all their thoughts, and ſo cauſed a 
neglect of his practices : or elſe Carthage , as 
all Commonwealths, was too {low 1n their de- 
terminations, leſs wary in their proceedings, 
and much reſpeQful of their greateſt Citizens ; 
which make Confpiracies againſt them more 
ſecure in the management, then ſuch"as are 
formed aoainſt Princes, He had often ſought 
an opportunity to ſatisffe his Ambition, But 
great Crimes are full of Fears, Delates, and 
frequent change of (ounſels ; and that which 
in the projettion ſeems ful of its reward, when 
it comes to be atted looks big with danger, There- 
fore he had long deferred his Enterp1ize, But 
now, when the City was dejected by the 'in- 
creaſe of their Enemies in the coming of Ophel- 
las, and the moſt eminent of the Nobleſs were 
emploied in Numidia to keep their ſubjedts 
quiet , he thought the- affrighted Mulcicude 
would tamely ſubmit ro him, and chat now 
there was no reaſon. to delay thoſe counſels , 


which are never praiſed till they be aCted, 


. Therefore when Agathocles was buited in 
the murder of Opkellas,. he began his enter- 
prize, And tt was for the happineſs of c1ther 
State that theſe Crimes were acted in the ſame 
juncture of time, and that each were 12norans 
of the o:hers attempts and troubles, '' For had. 

N 2 Aga- 
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hen tl 


Agathecles known. the praRtices of Bonulcar, 
hemight have eaſily wrought him, upon the 
failure of his attempts, rather to have gtven up 
the Ciry into his hands, then truſted himſelf to 
the mercy of his incenſed Citizens, And had 
the (arthagimans been acquainted with the 
Syracuſar's perfidious dealing with Ophellas, ic 
had been more poſſible for them to have drawn 
that injured Army to their fide, then for Aga- 
thocles, that had provoked them with an un- 
parallel'd Baſeneſs, But the Wickedneſs and 
danger of either Act hated the light, required 
ſecrecy, and faftned the attentions of the A- 
Qors from conſidering what was done by 0- 


thers. 


| Bomilcar therefore not ſeeking for aid a- 
broad, nor mingling Counſels with Agatho- 
cles, who he might ſaſpe&t would be as faith- 
leſs as himſelf, buc relying on his own ſtrength, 
which was five hundred of the baſer Citizens, 
that were caſily allured with the hopes of Spoil, 
and a thouſand Mercenaries that he had pot- 
ten, proclaims himſelf King, Then marching 
from the place where they at firſt rendez- 
vous'd, which was In that part of Carthage 
which was called the New City, he divided his 
party into five bodies, and ſent them by ſeveral 
avenues into the P:iazze , commanding them 
to kill allthey found in the ſtreets, that ſo he 
might affright the people, and make his _ 
caſter, 
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eaſier, For of the Multitude be not affrighted, 
they become terrible ; bat when they begin to 
fear, they grow weak, to contempt. ' And accor= 
dingly the Citizens were ar firſt affrighted, 
ſappofing this Tumult was cauſed by the Ene- 
my, to whom the City had been betraied ; and 
ſo fled, and hid themſelyes, But 'beine ar laſt 
acquainted with the truth, Hatred and Anger 
(the two ſtrongeſt and moſt ſudden Paſſions) 
that one of their own City ſhould increaſe 
their Miſery, and attempt their Bondage, while 
they were reſiſting a. forein Tyrant, expelled 
their fears, and armed all the Youth to re- 
yenge. Who gathering together in ſeyetal bo- 
dies, led by the wiſeſt Citizens, who would 
not ſuffer the conſent and firſt indignation of 
ſo great a multitude to languiſh, ſet upon the 
Tyrant in the Piazza, whither he was then 
arrived, He being brayely affaulted by theſe, 
and there being alſo from the Houfes round 
abour the Market-plate poured all the inftru- 
ments of death and anger that Women and 
Children could manage, upon his party; ſo 
many of them were killed or wounded, that 
he was forced to quit his ground, and draw 
off to the place from whence he ar firft ſet forth, 
But his flight emboldened and increaſed his 
Enemtes, and in his retreat through the nar- 
row Lanes many more of his men were much 
wounded from the Houſes ; and when he came 
to the place he intended, = cloſely beſieged .. 
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him. Bomwnlcar ſeeing his defign broke, parlies 
with his befiegers, and with as much" Baſeneſs 
as he had begun with Villany, he puts an end 
ro his ambitious hopes, yielding himſelf up 


upon Articles of Impunity. 


All the reſt that had been his Inſtruments 
were pardoned, their Miniftery to his Wickcd- 
neſs being imputed to their Weakneſs : and 1t 
was not ſafe now to draw much blood within. 
their walls, when ſuch rivers were ſpilt without, 
Onely the Tyrant himſelf muſt by his death 
ſeal the ſecurity of the Commonwealth, and 
fatisfle the publick hatred, For hatred that is 
raiſed by danger out-laſts the fear; wor doth 
the conquered ceaſe to be hated till he ceaſe to be, 
Therefore notwithſtanding the Publick faith for 
bis impunity , he was moſt cruelly tortured, 
and afterwards crucified. He ſhewed himſelf 
conſentaneous 1n life and death ; for from the 
Croſs, as from a Throne, his Imperious and 
Proud ſpirjc declamed againſt the Ingraticude 
and Cruelty of the (arthagizians : Onjefting 
to them how they murdered Hanno » Whom® 
they had falſely accuſed with the afteRation of 
Tyranny; baniſhed Grſgo, whole Innocency 
their Wickedneſs could not endare ; baſely paſ- 
ſed private ſentences of death again(t his Un- 
cle Amilgar, who wiſely endeayoured to make 
Agathicles rather their Friend then their Ene= 
ny: andin this fury, becatle be could not re- 

Fn : yenge 
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venge the Crimes he objeted, he breathed ont 
his reſtleſs ſoul, Thus (onfprracies, if they 
do not rune, yet defame the Magiſtrate ; and 
when they thrive not againſt them,” are ſuppoſed 
to come from them as inventions to cover their 
Avaryice 11 ſeizing upon the E ftates of others, or 
to hide their inhumane thirſt of blood, This 
was the end of Bomilcar, who following the 
ſame defigns with Agathocles, had yet a dif- 


ferent iſſue ; for the Croſs rewarded his Wick-' 


edneſs, when Power and Greatneſs was the 


price of the others. Not to. refer this diffe- 


rence either to the Juſtice of Heayen, by con- 
ceiving one to be more wicked then' the other, 
and that he which thrived was leſs imptous then 
he that periſhed 1n the undertakings, for this 
would injure that ummaculate Juſtice and Puri- 


ty of Heayen : nor to aſcribe it tothe pity of 


Providence, who would not afflit the miſera- 
ble (arthagimans , that laboured under the 
fury of a moſt bloody foreia Enemy » - with 
thoſe greater miſchiefs that follow a change of 
Government, and of neceſſity flow from a 
Domeſtick Tyranny. Burt we may 1n reaſon 
afſion this cauſe, that' the different events did 
ariſe from thoſe divers Occaſions which either 
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took for his Enterprize. The Syracuſan found = 


a corrupted State to work upon, (for in none 
bur ſuch do Tyrants ariſe ;) but the Africar 
did not : For whereas a State is corrupted et- 


ther through a long Proſperity, or variety of 
n N 4 F Factions 
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Fa&tions in it, both which make the People de- - 
cline from their anctent Conſtitutions 3 Car- 
thage at this time was delivered from both theſe 
ſprings of Corruption ; becauſe being prefled 
with a tedious and cruel War, they were all 
united againſt the Common Enemy, and be- - 
Ing to fight for thetr preſeryation, they conld 
not attend the ſatisfaCtion of thoſe Luſts which 
are moſt petulant againſt the eſtabliſhed Laws, 
Which Bomilcar's impotent ambition not con- 
fidering, nailed -him to the Croſs, in ftead of 
fixing him on a Throne. 


About this time all the Family of Alexax- 
| dey the Great was quite extinguiſhed. His 
Brother Aridews with his Wife' Exrydice were 
killed by his Mother O/ympias - She afterwards 
befieged , and by Famine forced to deliver y 
her ſelf to Caſſander, was by him ade 
Roxam his. Wife, with her Son the younger 
Alexander, fell by the ſame hand ; and fo 
alſo Herenles his Son by Barfine, His Siſter 
Cleopatra was alſo put to death by the prat- 
ces of Aztigonms, So that there remained no 
Heir unto that great Troubler of the world. 
And he that had ſhed ſo much blood for an em- | 
pty Name, had nothing but that Name lef, 
His Commanders, who as long as any of theſe 
did ſuryiye were contented with the portions 
onely of that Empire, did after their death aſ- 
ſnme the Name and Majeſty of Kings, Which 
| Agatho- 
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Agathoclkes hearing , the Potter alſo , who 
thought himſelf equal to themin Exploits and 
Conqueſts , and not inferiour 1n Dominion, 
would alſo be ſtyled Kimp, and wear a Crown 
as the Enfion of Aajeſty, which he had ne- 
ver Fore uſed bur as a Prieft, But Royalty, 


which is the reward of Heroick Vertues, may 


be the/Uſurpation, yet can never be the Pro- 


priery of a Tyrant : the Enſigns may be worn 


by a vitious bloody Villaita , but the Majeſty 
Never adorns but a Lawful Juſt Prince, For 
Crowns do not create, but elicite that Reverence 


which the Vertnes of the mearer firft formed 


in the minds of men: without which ampreſs 


Dradems do but provoke the indignation of the 
beholders, and upbraid, not honour , the baſeneſs 


of the Hſurper o 


The aſſumption of the Royal Title made no | 


alteration in the nature of Agathecles, but in 
his next enterprize he exceeded his former In- 
humanity. For incending to reduce Mtrca that 
_ had reyolted from hum, he fuddenly lies down 
before it, and ſurprizes three hundred-of the 
Cirizens that had emploied themſelves in the 
neiohbouring Country, By theſe men he of- 
fers oblivion and pardon , if they would re- 
turn to their Obedience, The Citizens that 
were ſenfible of his ations in Afr:ick,, that 
his Faith was to be meaſured by his Luſt ; that 


no greater miſery could happen to them then. 


what 
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what they ſhould run into if they did expe&t his 
Mercy ; that they ſhould periſh if they were | 
conquered, and they muſt do ſo 1f they fur. 
rendred ; that there was.no-<hoice to be made 
but this, whether they ſhould loſe their blood 
with ſcorn and contumely, or ſpend 1t in wpal- 
lant defence and revenge ; did therefore: refuſe 
all Peace with him, When be ſaw they would 
not be deluded by falſe hopes, he endeavours 
to reduce them by their afteions, and would: 
ſack the Town by a force upon Nature. For 
making Engines of wood, .on them he hangs 
the ſurprized Ciuzens., 'under the ſhelter of 
whomhe ſets his own Souldiers, and ſo brings 
them cloſe to the Wall: ſo that whatſoever ' 
arms the beſieged did direR to kill their Ene- 
mies, muſt firſt wound their deareſt Friends, ; 
The #:icenſes were at firſt ſtupified by this in-"' 
humane art, and in pity durſt not ſhoot thoſe 
arrows 1n their own defence, which would 
ſpill the blood of thoſe they defired to ſaye. But 
the Enemy preſſing hard upon them, they pre- 
ferred Liberty to ſuch a dangerous compaſſion ; 
and defiting the Gods to lmpute the Cruelty to 
their barbarous Enemy, they for a long time 
ſtoutly defended themſelves. Bur their adverſe 
Fates ſuffered them not long to ſurvive their 
miſerable Friends, For the Town was taken 
by ftorm ; which the Tyrant ſoon fills with 
the blood and carcaſſes of the defendants : ſome 
he killed ia the heat of blood,many he hanged, 

he 
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he dragged out and mnrdered thoſe that: fled to 
the Altars of the Gods for refuge, vainly 


thinking that he might have ſome Religion that 


s © 


had deveſted himſelf of all Humanity, Thus 
Tyrants manage their Warres not ſo much a- 
eainſt particular Perſons and Cities, as againſt 
the Nature of man, Nor did Agathocleschink 
it enotigh to overcome the W#ricenſes, unleſs he 
had alſo made them pollute their juſt arms in 
the blood of their Friends and Kindred, The 
Romans bewailed and curſed thoſe Civil Wars 
which did expoſe the Father's life to the ſword 
of the Son, and grieved that the Law of Warre 
did forbid that puniſhment which the law of 
Nature required: (He fell with glory like a _ 
Sacrifice for the publick ſafety, that flew him- 

ſelf when he knew he had killed his Brother ) 
Nor did they more abhorre thoſe vices 1n their 


. own Citizens, then they did hate them, and 


ſcorn to make uſe of them in their Enemies, 
For they conceived that no Victory , where 
Juſtice and Vertue were not preſeryed entire. 


 Andby thetr juſt praQtices even to their Foes, 


they overcame thoſe Cities, and ſubdued thoſe 
Spirits, which no force of arms could ever 


have ſubjected : and one Generous Example of 


Vertue hath flung open thoſe Gates, which no 
humane power could haye pulled down. Thus 
Camillizes received the Fahſc: to obedience ; 
Fabritizs removed Pyrrkas from ttaly ; and 
Scrpio's Continency reconciled all Spazn to the 

| Roman 
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Roman Empire, Men more willingly ſubmit. 
to thoſe whom,being owners of ſo great Vet- 
tues, they eſteem it an impiety to overcome, - 


L3 s. Ill. 


} Gathoeles having by theſe bloody arts, 
nefarious praCtices , and force of 
arms, brought to his obedience al- 
moſt all Africa, and left the Ene-. 
my little or nothing but their own City, he 


neglects the attempting of that, and abuſes the 


| obſequiouſneſs of his Fortune in more inconſi- 


derable defigns ; infatuated in his counſels,and 
not confidering that the Members do more cafi- 
ly follow the Head, then on the contrary the 
Head the Members : that if Carthage had 
been takeny "the inferiour Cities muſt neceſlari- 
ly have followed her fortune ; but that being 
left free and 1ntire, ſhe might provide for the 
cure of her wounds, and watch opportuniries 
for the recayery of her Empire, But either the 
difficulties of aſſaulung Carthage, or the neceſ- 
fities of Syracaſe, did divert him from ſuch an | 
enterprize, and ſollicite him to a return into 

| Sh, | 
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Sicily, where the Free League had confined 
his Tyranny withm the walls of his own City, 
For Xenodicus had hitherto proſpered, and re- 
ſtored the Democratical power to many Cities, 
and raiſcd up the confident hopes of all the S;= 
cilians to live by their own Laws, which is the 
erue fnndulia of- Liberty, 


To ftop therefore this current of freedome, 
Agathocles haſtens into Sicely with two thou- 
ſand Souldiers, leaying the command of his 
affairs on the Continent to his Son Archaga- 
thay, At his landing he was entertained with the 
news of a Viatory which his Captains Leptizes 
and Demephilms, with eight thouſand two hun= 
dred foot and a thouſand two hundred horſe, 
had gotten on Xexodzcrs, who had loſt a thou- 
ſand five hundred of his men, and was forced 


to ſhelter himſelf within the walls of or gen - 


tum, The Tyrant makes uſe of this ViRory, 
and marches _ thoſe Cines that- had ſha- 


| ken off his yoke, and with the credit of the 
former Victory reduces Himera, Selim and 


Therme, Then drawing forth before Cexto- 


rippa by night, he was in hopeto have ſurpri- 


zed it through the praRtices he had with ſome of 


the Citizens : but the plot being diſcovered, he | 


was forced by the better part of the City,which 
were not polluted with ſuch infamous Coun- 
ſels, to retreat with the loſs of. five hundred of 
his men, Then being ſollicited by ſome perfi- 
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dious inhabicants of Apoſloma to come andtake 
their Ciry, before he could reach thither the 
Conſpiratours were diſcovered and apprehen- 
ded, and he was diſappointed for the firft day. 
of his expcRation. Bur the next day, not to 
depart without ſome attempt, he aflaults the 
Town, and not without exceeding loſs of men 
he takes it ; where killing moſt of the Apollo- 
wates, he plundered the whole City, and left 
it as a monument of his Cruelty. | 


- Butche deſires of Liberty, though overwhel- 
med with. all theſe Ruines, were like fires leſs 
carcfally extinguiſhed , which revive with a 
oreater flame, For the univerſal hatred of the 
Tyrantand thirſt for Liberty moved Dynocrates . 
to be an aflertor of the Free League ; and he 
appeared like another Rock to daſh in pieces 
the violent ſucceſſes, and to be a remora to the 
Tyrant's Security, To Drnecrates therefore 
flocked all ſuch as either defired to be free men, ' 
or hated the Tyrant ; which were ſo many, as 
Duinccrates's Army confilted of twenty thou- 
ſand foot & fifteen hundred horſe, all Veterane 
Souldters, and Actors 1n the late troubles of S;- 


- etly, accuſtomed tothe diſcipline & difficulties of 


retreats to Syracuſe, ill followed by his 


Warre, or hardned with the miſeries of Bamiſh- 
ment, With theſe he picches his Camp 1n an 
open field, and offers batrel to the Tyrant : 
buc he knowing himſelf roo weak to engage, 
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ring Enemy ; whocuts off his rear, and wins 
upon him without loſs of blood. This was a 
oreat obftruction to "Agathocless defigns: for 
wars are managed much by fame, and he that 


retreats is ſuppoſed to fly. 


Together with this check to his affairs in the 
Iſland, his fortune wholly declines on the Con- 
tinent, and that ſucceſs which had ſo importu- 
nately followed him there, did as ſuddenly 
leave bans Where his Army continually waſt- 
ed both in rength and courage : Archagathus 
either failing in his Father's arts, and the ver- 
tues of a Leader, (For an Army # to be va- 
lued at the rate of the (ommander, whons they 
wall contemn if he be weak, and ignorant of 
his charge, and ſo neglett their duty, and be- 
come inſolent and contumacious) or oppreſſed 
with the fins and fates of his Sire ; the puniſh» 
ment due to wicked Parents being entailed by 
the Divine Vengeance” on their hateful Chil- 
dren, He ſoon found his Inſolencies under- 


| mined that had been built upon his Father's 


fortune. His firſt enterprizes were auſpictous, 
but the iſſue was full of deſpair, For having 
ſent out a party under the condu&t of Emma- 
chus, they had maſtered many Cites 1n the 'up- 
per Africk with much ſlaughter, they had de- 
moliſhed their Walls, captivated and ſold the 
Inhabitants, burnt their Houſes, and: waſted 
their Fields, and ſo proud with Victory and __ 

cn 
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den with Spails returned to Twvz, But being. 
ſent out again, the ſecond Expedition proved 
not ſo fortunate : for going beyond the bounds 
of their former Conqueſts, -and ſetting upon 


_ the Ciry Miltine, they were from thence driven 


with exceeding loſs. Then turning themſelves 
againſt the Pitheeuſans, (a kind of people in 
Africk_ that have their names from the Apes, 
whom they worſhip with the ſame reverence as 
the e£gyptiens do their ) they took one 


_ of their ſtrongeſt Cities, and the reſt yielded. 


But the Zibyars awakened with the continual 
clamours of their waſted Neighbours, gathe- | 
red into a great body, and forced them with 
more terrour and leſs ſpoil then they had be. 
fore, to retire towards Archagathes, that was 
now amazed with Rwnes on every fide. | 


For the Carthaginzans by their frequent In- 
counters arriving to more experience and greater 
hardineſs, and by their many Loſles learning 
ſafer counſels, had wholly changed their arts 
and cuſtomes of fights, They were now more 
wary in their engagements, forbore forward 
onſets, and uſed the arts of a Veterane Army. 
For many wars that are too molent in their firſt 
fury, vamſh by delaies : aud Armies that cav- 
zot charge their E nbwies are conſumed by their 
091: wants, and waſt in their own fury. They 
likewiſe reſolved no more to venture their whole 
force in one body, but divided them into coun 

ſeveral 


om 5 WH Wwe Fy ” 


- > Y wu # wu © T9 Oo vw r=” 07> =” & Oo 3wy OO = 


Lib,IIL, 4GATH@CLES, 
ſeveral parties ; whereof one was to march by - 
the Sea-coalt, the ſecond was appointed to {c- 

cure the In-land Towns, and the third was 
emploled in the upper Libya, By this counſel 
they ſecaxed their City from the diſhonour and 
moleſtation of a Siege. For the Enemy would 
not dare to'lie down. before it, when ſo many 
parties were unconquered in the Field, Nor 
did they: fear- a ftorming of -it, whereia-there 
was fuch a multitude, their: walls and fortifi- 
cations yery ſtrong, and the Sea affording much 
proteion. by wathing the foundations of her 
rampires. Beſides, by ſending out- theſe Par- 
ties they ſhould caſe that ſcarcity of -Providion 
which began co afflit them; allthe Country 
about being waſted by the Warre, and the 
number of people almoſt infinite that fled 
thither for ſafety from the Craelty of the Szc5- 


| fians, Their Credit alſo, w is of great 


moment in all Wars, would be kept up by.ha- 
ving ſo many Armies in the Field. Aad laſt- 
ly, which was of moſt advantage, 1c: would 
neceſſitate their Enemies to diyide 1ato ſo many 


| ſmall Parties, as would be leſs conſiderable and 


eaſily baffled. All which Ends they did attain. 
For their Stores were proporuonable to their 
lefler number: Their Confederates now reve- 
red that power which could not be ſpent by ſo 
repeated Loſſes, and were incouraged 1n their 


, Fidelity, whea they ſaw ſo powerful a defence 
. ready to proteRt their faith ; ſo that many who 
& 
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before were afraid to own any correſpondence 
with them, now freely edrenieai forge SUC- + 
cours. | And Archagathm, as they expected, 
to keep up his Fathers fame 5 was' forced to 
break his Army into' as many pieces as might 
obyiate the enterprizes 'of his Enemies : one 
whereof was to ſecure the Sea-coaft ; another 
was commanded by e/£ſckrion ; and He him- 
ſelf, leaving a guard at Tan, marched with 
a third, | ; # 


Thus all Africh, was filled with arms, and - 
now raiſed in expectation of a ſpeedy iflue, 
Hamo, that commanded the Pamckh Forces . 
in the In-land expedition, meets with e/£ ſchr1- 
9», and drawine himinto an Ambuſcade routs 
him, and kills him - with four thouſarid: foot 
and two hundred horſe ; thoſe that eſcaped 
fled five hundred furlongs, till they came to-_ 
Archagathus, Himnlcon , that was ſent into 
the upper L1bya, waits at a certain City for' 
Exmach,' who was returning with his Army 
heavy with plunder. The Greeks no ſooner' 
came near the Carthagimay, but they offered: 
him battel. ' H:mlcon refuſes not, but. know-' 
ing their proſperous grecdineſs had made them! . 
proud and unwary, intends to aſſault them by: 
a ſtratageme z which proved as happy in the: 
event as. it.had been 1n the projet, For lea-' 
- vine part of his Armyin the Town, with or- 
ders to ſally forth when he began to flie, and. 


— 
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_ to charge the Enemy in the rear whey-they 
purſued him, with the other part he. marches 
forth, and fights the Greeks near own 
Camp 3 whence after a ſmall ap he- 
flies; as if he were worſted. Emmackmw, as 
confident of the” Vitory, (though he could ſee 
lictle reaſon for the Enemies ſo ſpeedy flight, - 
and therefore might have ſuſpected ſome ynu- 
ſual 'arts ) without any order follows than, 
Which being ſeen by that party which was left 
in the Town, they immediacely iſſued forth 
with a great/.noiſe, by that giving notice to 
Himilcon to ſtop his x oF — fo terrified 
the Sicrlrans, thee they s charged on all 
fides, and daunted = 4 the dr, preſently 
fled, Bur not being able to me 
Camp, the way to 1t interce 
bob hey chew hogs a ——_ 
Hill, where there was no. water ; where their 
Enemies belieging them, they were partly by 
thirſt and partly by the ſword .alwoſt all con- 
ſumed, ſo that of cight thouſand. foot, ſcarce 
thirty, and of eight hundred horſe, not forty 
eſcaped to carry the ſad news to Arche . ewe 
a Perſon too inſolent in his Proſper vb any 
equality of mind to bear theſe great Lofles, H 
having this intelligence , ps. back all. bo 
forces to T ws, oathers up the relicks of the 
beaten. Parties, recalls the other. that he had 
ſent out, and forrifies bimſelf, ell his Father 
ſhould come to relieye him,to whom he had ſent. 
this affliting news, O 2 Theſe. 


| Theſe great Lofles were more dreadful in 
the' conſequences ; for moſt of the Confede- 
rates that were the friends of the Syracuſans 
Fortune , not of his Cauſe, ſoon withdrew 
_ themſelves, and fled farther from his ruines + 
onely ſome few that did more fear the Punick. 
Revenge then affe& the Friendſhip of the 
Greeks, ſtar'd till they might reconcile them- 
{es to the Carthaginians by a more ſeaſona- 
ble and treacherous DefeAion. The Enemy 
alſo drew up all their forces cloſe to his Camp, 
both to heighten his neceſſities and increaſe his 
fears, Himilcon beſieged him ſo as he could 
not forage abroad; and Artebas, that had 
the charge of the Sea-coaft, came up ſo cloſe, 
that he cut off all hopes of relief by Sea, So 
| that the Army not being able to break out, nor 
having Provifions to ſuſtain them within, ra- 
oed among thermſelyes, and languiſhed by their 
own force through want of action, Terrour, 
Famine and Sedicton filled the whole Camp ; 
and the baffled Souldiers, as is uſual in ſuch 
diſtrefles, referred their Miſeries not to thetr 
own Baſeneſs, but to the Vices and Weakneſs 
_ of their Commander, His former Crueky 
: made him ſuſpected;that he betraied thoſe Soul- 
diers ro the Enemies ſword, who would have 
—_— bathed wr his blood for the mur- 
er of 1 yerſ CH, ſffiified ſpirits are ca 
of any jealoafie, Though it 1s probable wow 
no other ouilt then the want of a Commander's 
| | _ Wentues. 
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'Vertues, For by the defeits and Vices of a 


Ruler the maſt proſperons condition of 4 Society 
may be overthrown ; as by bus Vertues the mait 
oppreſſed may be eaſily raiſed : and there us no- 
thing either good or bad in a Commonnealth, 
which may not be altered or alleviated by the 


Vertues of the Prince, 


Apathacles hearing the def perate condition 


of is Army in Africk, prepares to haſten 
thither,: to apply ſome Remedies, ahd there- 
fore commends his affairs of S:c:ily, which Dz- 
nocrates's good conduct of the Free League had 
extremely diſturbed, to the care and fortune of 
Leptines, And baving gotten as many Souldi- 
ers as he could aboard ſeventeen Veſlels, he 
walted for an opportunity to get out of the 
Haven, that was then blocked up . by thirty 
Carthagiman Ships : which was made. more 
proſperous and eafie then he could haye hoped ; 
for atthe ſame time there had gotten 1ntathe 


Haven by night eighteen Ships which he had 
hired of the T uſcans. Their fortunate coming 


raiſed the Tyrant's courage to a reſolution of 
fiohting the Enemy, To perform it he com- 
mands the Twſcaxs to continue in the Hayen, 
till he had drawn the Afr:caxs in purſuuc after 
him, . So making out with full Sails, the Cer- 
2x wy made up towards him , and the 


Tuſcans afrer them, - Agathocles, when he. 


ſaw the Twſcans near the Enemy , turns back 
O 3 his 
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his Veſſels upon them-alſo :: which uncxpeted 
aſſault both behind and: before © did ſo break - 
their ſpirits, that they thought not of fighting, 
bur of flight ; five of their Ships being 1mme- 
. .diately x. , and the Admiral alſo ready 
to be boarded : who to preyent the 19nom- 
ny and miſery of Captivity ,: preſently. kil- 
led himſelf. An a& more raſh then ſtout, For 
it ts the temper of a brave Soul alwaies to hope : 
which if he had done,he had eſcaped, - as did his 
Ship, which a brisk wind brought off from the 

Enemy without any farther loſs, 


This ſucceſs at Sea made the paſſage to 'A- 
frick_ ſafe,opened the-Trade of Syracuſe,which 
was very ſenfible of her wants, and ſo raiſed 
. the Tyrants hopes 1n his Fortune, that he de- 

figns another attempt upon his . Enemies at 
Land. Therefore he commands Leprixes forth 
to waſt and forage about all the Regions of 
thoſe Cities that were at. fewd with him, but 
FR of Agprigentum ; where he was in- 
ormed that the late defeat given” to Xenodicrs 
had broken no leſs his credit then his force ; 
his Adyerfity having heightned the clamours of 
an oppoſite Faction againſt him, which the en- 
vy of his Ptoſperity had firſt formed, If Le- 
ptines therefore could draw him forth to fight, 
the Tyrant promiſed himſelf an aflured Vittory 
over a factious Enemy, For where the Souldters ' 
diſtruSt their General,and he likewiſe ts diſplea-= 


ſe 
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ſed with them, his Orders. are diſputed , and 
thur Obedience” given according to: their -own 
counſels : Every one will be ready to command 
and adviſe, and none toexecute, It is the mu- 
tual confidence which begets reſolution un all pay 
ries, and draws ſucceſs along wthit: Leprines 
acts according to his inſtructions, and: by fire 


and ſword waſting the Regions of Agrigen- 


tum, forces into:the ſown many ſad informa- 
tions. where the Enemy was. Xenodious, whom 
his former fortune and the preſent odzum had 
made more wary, | did forbear any attempts to 
reſtrain the fury of the provoking Enemy, nor 
would he lead his forces to another trial of 
fortune with thoſe that were. ſo. lately ther 
Conquerours , preferring ſafe counſels - with 
Reaſon, to raſh which onely Chance could 
make proſperous. He would not hazard the 
Safety and Liberty of his Cicy for the ſpoil of 
the Connery, nor gratifie his Enemies fo far as 
to ſatisfie their expeRation by accepting of a 
Battel, For he conſidered - that . though. the 
Number of his men were not: inferiour tothe 
Enemy, yetthetr. Courage was, and the Sofc- 
neſs of, men bred on Stalls and Shops, not to 
be compared with the hardineſs and experience 
of fuch that were acquainted with. the tolls of 
War. But being preſſed on by the Fations of 
his own Cicizens, and continual reproaches of 
Baſeneſs and Treachery from his own Army, 
which when it hath laid afide the modeſty of 


Os ©. d1ſci- 
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difcipline,us extremely impatient of not fighting 
he was forced to be the companion. of othe 
men's Raſhneſs ; and therefore leading out his 
Army, he did engage the Enemy, and was as 
ſoon routed. Par thoſe that were ſo fierce be- 
forethe encounter» were fearful in the dangers 


of it, arid being more fit for a Sedition then - 


for a defence of cheir City, they ſoon fled, lea« 

ving behind them of their fellow-Cuizens fiye 

hundred foot and. fifry.harſe, Xenodrous with 

the loſs. of this Bartel loſt his Country allo ; 

for being continually aflaulted with the accuſa- 
("00a of his Enemics, he was forced to leaye 
his own City, and- by a voluntary exile planted 
\ himſelf at Gele. 


| Theſe two Vitories could not yet make the 
Tyrant ſecure, but he _ a more baſe and 


blaodyupon his own Vaſlals, who he doubt- 


ed in. his abſence might open their gates to re- 
ceive 'in Dinecrates, Thus wicked men al- 
waies fear, and expett what they are couſcous 
they do deſerve : aud though ſome T yrents may 


be ſafe for @ while from the puniſhment of 


their Crumes, yet uene can ever be ſecure, To pro- 
vide therefore againſt ſuch praRtices, he 
Jets how- he may find out and murder thoſe 
who were:molt averfe to his Government, In 
order whereunto he appoints a.publick Sacrifice 
and Feaſt, in pretence of a Religious gratitude 
for thoſe twa ViRories, that ſo the publick Jol- 
; | lity 
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lity- and exceſs of Wine might take 'off that 
ouard which the Vaſfals of -a Tyrant ſhould 
obſerve and: ſet upon their. words ; and- pro- 
yokes them to a 0-0 liberty of | ſp peech, By 
this means he ſhould more pwn Ar the Rabble 
unto him, who commonly receive ſuch prey 


Feaſts as the baſe price of their Slaye I 
10gs of 


efteem ſuch Rejakcings among the bl 
Peace, and: as the adcquate Wages for their 
many years of Bondage, And befides, he 
ſhould diſcoyer the minds of ſuch as had freer 
ſouls; and their inclinations towards him. His 
wy were anfwerable to his Deſign, 
the whole City being reſolved into Marth, 
to proyoke them to a preater freedome of 
tavcly timſelf lates afide his Imperial Veſt- 
ments, plates the part of a Mics, and was 
profuſe in Drollery, jearing ſome of his com- 
pany , and ating their moſt ridiculous po- 
ſtures, So that be did tickle the Vulgar rout 
as much as a Stage-play, or the tricks of Jug- 
lers, And. it was uſual with him ar dA 
times, to. come into the publick Conventions 
and Aﬀemblies without any guard, and there 
co proyoke the laughter of the | people by trivial 
and plebeian jeafts, and by mocking and per- 
ſonating ſome of thoſe that were about him 
Bur at this time he made uſe of all his arts; a 
the more to excite the petulancy 'of others, he 
fell a jearing himſelf. For taking up in lis 
hands a golden Goblet, he told the people _ 
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he left not- off his Potter's trade till he found 
the way of making- ſuch Pots as thoſe, Glo- 
rying thus in his low beginnings, becauſe it 
boaſted the ſubtitties of himthat had raiſed him- 
{elf from ſuch an abjeR depth to ſo great an 
height ; or to ſhew how patient he would be of 
another's liberty in ſcoffing him, that did make 
ſpore with his own Infamy ; or, which is moſt | 
likely, it was in himas in all that bave finned 


| beyond ſhame, Ignominy ts their laſt pleaſure. 
So that he was never moyed nor did: bluſh at 


that which was the fortune of his birth, when 
he gloticd in the wickedneſs of his life : For 
when he lay at the Stege of a.great Town, the 
Souldiers in the Garin '(as1t is uſual to ex- 
timulate their adverſaries with reproaches, and 


- the Vulgar wits are pleaſed with petulant ſcoffs 


to yex thoſe whom they cannot ſtrike) would 


call Agathocles Potter, and Kilzueman, and 
ask him **. when hs trade would farmſh him to 
& pay his Sonldters, He would unmoyed reply, 
that *© he would doe it 4s ſoon as he had takes 
&« ther Town, With ſuch paſtime did he enter- 


rain his gueſts, 


Theſe tricks of the Tyrant were yariouſly in- 
terpreted , according 'to the humours of the 
Spectatours, Some that were of a credulous 
and {laviſh temper took them for the evidences 
of a Popular ſpirit; and a Civil habit. of mind, 
and comparing him with Dionyſus, he ſeemed 

| more 
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miniftry- of men for Majeſty, not- Security) 
then a Tyrant, to whom Diſtruſt 1s his grea- 
reſt and moſt ſingular defence, For Diony/ius 
was {o afraid of giving any opportunity to the 
people's hate for revenge, that he ſuffered the 


| hair of his head & beard to grow to an indecent 


leneth, becauſe he did not dare totrult his throat 
to the razour of a Barber;; and when 1t came 
to be troubleſome, -he ſinged it off with'a -Can- 
die. Bur this his Succeſlour did ſeem to them 
to have more noble arts and freer wales: to ſe- 
cure himſelf and hisEmpire, Others, whore. 
membred his former Cruelty and Pride, and 
were acquainted with the arts of Tyrants, did 
look upon theſe preſent practices as very omi- 
nous.. For {ſurpers never. ſeek_to pleaſe the 
people but whule they are binding the. yoke _ 

when 


their necks, nor are they ever hind bat 
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more like a juſt and lawful Prince(whofe Right = 
and Innocency is his guard, - and who uſes the 


they are about to kill, And as the Tragical 


Poets neyer bring the Gods on the Stage, but 
to make ſome diſmal Cataſtrophe ; ſo Princes 
when they deſcend ſo low as to praGtiſe upon 
the people by becoming their mockery, -ſome 
hornd ſcene is to be ated by them, They e- 
ſteemed not his appearing in publick without 
a Guard to be any effet of a Vertuous'ma- 
nagement of his Power, but rather an. infolent 
triumph over their Liberty, that it nioht-appear 
he had fo debaſed their ſpirits, as that they.did 


nor 
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not dare to aſſault a naked Tyrant, By theſe 
and the like diſcourſes eyery one diſcovered his 
judgement, which Agathocles either by his 
own- Obſervation gathered, or by the in- 
formation of his Spies, perſons whoſe baſeneſs 
was eſteemed beneath caution, whom he had 
diſperſed about among the people, to proyoke 
and watch others to their Ruine. And the 
number of thoſe in whom: he found any foot- 
Keps lefc of their dying Liberty was about five 


handred : whom together with ſome other- of 


the moſt eminent Syracuſens. he invites to ano= 
- ther Feaſt ; and by his Mercenaries murders 
them, mingling their blood with the wine, Be- 
fides the deliverance from ſo many ſuppoſed 
Enemies, and the ſeiſure of their Wealth, the 
Tyrant ſuppoſed he had gotten another advan- 
tave, that by this means he had raiſed ſuch a 
Diftruſt and Jealouſfie among the Citizens, 
(which is one of the molt eſpecial Arts of Ty- 
rants) that they would not dare to truſt one a- 
nother with any ſecret praice againſt him ; 
who had ſuch diligent Obſervers and ſo exaQt 


Informers, that would betray the moſt imple 


ſpeeches of a Feaſt and Mirth to their inhumane 
Mafter. By this appears the curſe of Heayen 
upon that miſerable people who are ſubjeR to 
an Uſurping T yrant ; who , conſcious of the 
greatneſs of his own Crimes, and that no con- 
dition can alleviate the publick hatred towards 
hims, will no leſs in his joyful then ſad times oh 

iſe 
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fiſe their Miſeries, To ſecure that conditian 
which is proſperous as well as to preyent an ap- 
a—_ Ruine, till habituates him to mur. 

r the innocent and oppreſs the miſerable ; &l- 
ther his Pride or his Fear driving him to tnhu» 
mane courſes, , - | 


After this bloody Feaſt the Tyrant tos 


' With his Son Heraclidas haſtens to Africk, 


where he findshis Army half famiſhed, all fil- 
led withconfuſion and deipair, and capable of 
nothing but fears, To raiſe up their Spirits, 
and relieye their Wants, he would haye led 
chem out to ſome ation ; but there was no way 
either for ViRory or Plency, bur by firſt break» = 
ing the Puxick Forces which had block'dup all 


paſles, in ſuch ſure defences as were umpothble 


for ſo profligated an Army to overcome, He 
therefore applies himſelf to all thoſe arts which 
might cerhpr the Enemy from their Fornficaci- 
ons to give him Battel in the Field, and preſents 
them with many adyantages. But the Cartha- 


| Limans that abounded with whatſoeyer was 


neceflary, chearful in the freſh remembrance 
of their late ViRories, and faithful among 
themſelyes, would not hazard a Batrel, to oyer- 
come that Enemy who, preſſed by wants and 
weakned with Seditions, would fall by thetr de- 
laies, - Agathocles when he ſaw all his attempts 
made the {corn of his Enemies, that the credic 
of his Arms was now fallen into contempt, that 
= Wo Victuals 
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Vicuals did more and more. fail in his Cam , 4 
to recover his glor y and recall the ſpirits of is. 


Souldiers, he was reſolved to try raſh counſels, 


fince good advices ſucceeded nof, and he would 
force the Enemy in their Trenches, Therefore 
ſick with delay » and impatient of hope, he 


leads out his Army, which confſifted of twelve 


thouſand Greeks, as many Gauls and Twuſcans, 
ten-thouſand Libyazs, who were of no. ſerled 
faith to either party» and with theſe he affaults 
the Cartha os 
rience for . or wants, and their: dejeted ſpi- 


amp. Though their unpa- 


_—— 


xits -were not to. be allated or raifed by any 


charms of Courage, nor would admit any for- 


mall ſpeech ; yet did he, as. briefly as he could, 


while he drew them out, defire'them to © Re- 
<< member their former and later Vittories, © 


&« that they now ſtood upon the theatre of their 
© Glory, and trampled mupon the aſhes and bones 
& of the Punick Armies; therefore *now they 
&« ſhould go with courage, and for ever cut off 
«© that faithleſs and conquered Enemy, who did 
© confeſs themſelues their vaſſals, by not daring 
*< to look, upon them in an open Field. They 
&©© were now not ſo much to think, of a Battel, as 
© to execute revenge ; aud that by taking theſe 
© deſpicable Priſoners within their own Tents, 
< they did ſcale the Walls of Carthage, put as 
© exd to that tedious War, and = the harveſt 


© of all their toils, With theſe fick hopes he 
led them on to the aſſault , which the Carthags- 
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214ns were prepared to receive ; and having the 
adyantages of ground, of their works, the 
exceſs in number, did eafily repulſe the Sr1/r- 


ans, Who a long time maintained their Charge 


and followed their attempt, but all in vain, 4- 

athacles ſeeing no hopes, drew off his ſtarved 
Logons to their own Tents, but was purſued 
by the (arthaginzans, who ſpent all their fury 
upon the Greeks and the other Strangers, but 


_ the Libyan, that by ſuch an indulgence 


y might be invited to a revolt, . They conti- 
nued the execution as long as the n and thetr 
anger laſted, having killed three thouſand of 
the Enemy ; the reſt with ſorrow and fear got 
ſafe to their ,: Where they found the ſame 
wants they left, but made more intolerabke 


their wounds and ſhame. The loſs of this day 


and the terrours of the following night made 


the Tyrant quite deſperate, and droye him out 


of Africh. 
The night following this Batrel was unquietly 


. ſpec in eicher Camp, - The Africans proud: 
of the return of their Fortune. gave thernſelyes' 
up to Feaſts and Sacrifices, and withSonos and 


triumphant noiſes made the Valleys and neigh- 
bouring Woods to reſound. their mirth, And, 


not to proyoke their Gods, +in- an inhumane- 


gratitude they offered up the choiceft and come- 


leſt of their Priſoners in a ſacrifice to them. 
While theſe abominable ViRtimes were conſir-* 


ming 


<R 
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' ming.on the Altar, a ſtrong wind ſuddenly ari- | 
ſes, nr carries the "te the hangi Ja of 
their holy Tent, which ſtood next coke Aer 
from thence the flame ſpread it ſelf to the - 
rall*s Tent, and afterwardscatch'd hold of thoſe 
Teats of the Officers that were neareſt to- it, 
This unexpeRed and yiolent chance fill'd all 
with confuſion ; and many of the Souldiers 
who endeavoured to quench the flame, or to 
remove their arms and luggage, were conſumed 
by the fire : for the wind growing higher, had 
{pread ic upon the Souldiers huts, which being 
made of dry carth and thatched with reed , 
were ſoon on a flame, fo that it became ſtronger. 
_ thenthe Army could maſter, and many were 
intercepted in it. Heaven as It were exaRing 
revenge for their Cruelty tothe poor Captiyes, 
making them. periſh in thoſe 1mpious flames. 
which they had kindled for others. Thoſe that 
had gotten out to the fides of the Camp, and 
from the fire, were incountred with another 
fear, not ſo real, but as full of danger. For 

- the. £:byans that were of Apathocles's party, 
being reſolyed to leave him with his fortune, 
and were about five thouſand, had juſt at the 
time that the fire began, forſaken the Camp at 
Tx, and were coming to ſurrender them- | 
ſelves to the Carthagimians, Theſe being diſ- 
covered by the Scouts and Guards, were con- 
celyed to be the whole Army of the Enemy co- 
ring to aſſault their Camp by night, and 1n tins 


confufog 
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confuſion by the Fire, which thetr preſent fears 
made them imagine he might kindle, [This news 
being ſpread about the whole Camp, _ 
thought the Enemy had gotten into the 

ches, and that they were all betraied ; fo fr 
no way of ſafety was preſented unto them, bur 
onely, flight : which being -done without any 


_ order or reſpect had to theur Commanders, was 


ſo confuſed, that ſome for haſt broke their necks 
down. the hill upon which their Camp was 
picch'd ; others were angry at ſuch as ſtood in 
their way, and through the darkneſs of the night 
not able to-diſcover whether they were. Friends 


; or Foes, fell foul one upon: another, In this 


darkneſs, amazement and confufion, there were 
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many flain, and more wounded; and the num- = 


ber of thoſe that periſhed was accounted five 


| thouſand, They that had eſcaped all dang 


bat their fears got fafero C arthage, and filled 
the whole City with terrour, relating the - Ar- 


my to be. quite broken : F and ad inging fo ſome 


cruch wich'cheir affcighte 


. allthings ea __ _ \ Therefore 


rhey ſer open their Gares to receive their f yung 
mon yk t carefully wat kt the 

my ſhould fall into the Town with them, Bur the 
Fc diſcovered their errours, and mitigated their 
Fears, though irincreaſed cheir grief and jealou- 
fies, when they ſaw: the dead bodies of their 


Friends, and the aſhes ofcheir Tents and goods : : 


they could not canceiye-it - chance, or refer it 


ro. 
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to Providence, but doubted whether it were not 
ſome open Enemy or ſome. falſe Citizen that 
had occaſioned ſo much Ruine, it look'd fo like 
a deſigned Miſchief, WES oh 


: - On the other fide, in the S:cr/ian, Camp the 
remembrance of the overthrow had compoſed 
all to an horrid ſorrow , they had weak and 
faint fires, a filence like to that of Tombs and 
Charnel-houſes, their few words. were low, 
and without any: comforts. the groans ofthe 
wounded were the loudeſt noiſe, their thoughts 
various and- diftrated, walking about thei 
Trenches like men that could not fleep, rather 
then as ſuch that defired to watch; Their: very 
uiet- was dreadful,” and preſently were they 
eluded with as vain fears as thoſe that had of 
frighted the Enemy. For when the revolting 
L1byars did not dare to- yenture farther 1n the 
ſurrendripg of themſelyes to the Carthagrmane, 
becauſe they ſaw the Fire, and heard that con» ' 
fuſed noiſe in their Camp, they returned back 
towards their former quarters in the S#ban 
Camp. But their motion being diſcovered by 
the Centinels and Scouts, who by reaſon of the - 
darkneſs of the: night could not - diſcern what 
they were, the. terrour of the paſt day's over- 
throw ſuggeſted that they were the yiRorious 
Carthaginans coming to give a Camiſade tg 
their Army, This Intelligence was carricd to 
the Tyrant, and the Alarm ſuddenly paſſed ons 
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the whole Camp, Every one was diſtracted 
what courſe to take, ' Some! were to make good 
the Works ; others were for drawing forth : the 
moſt ſtill contradicted the reſt, without preſcri- 
bing what elſe was.to be done. Aud as it hap- 
pens in unbappy and diſturbed counſels, thoſe 
things ſeemed beſt which they had netther time 
nor conyeniency to a ; the: continual meſla- 
es of -the affrighted Scouts did diſturb their re- 
; Phevituy and every unuſual accident altered - 
and confounded their determinations, ' By this 
rime the flame of the Carthagiman Tents grew 
more conſpicuous , and the exceeding noiſe 
which their fears made conyeyed them alſo to 
the $icihan Camp. Who then thought the E- 
.nemy was ſo near, that it- was in vain to deli- 
berate, bur. all were ſet upon flight, - So im- 
petuouſly raſbing out of their Tents, they lea- 
— over their Trenches which way ſocyer their 
lind fear did dire& them : the noiſe which 
their own haſt made did perſwade them it was 
the coming on of the Eneniies into the Camp, 
and this Soubled their haſt, noiſe and fears. 
And each one laying hold upon anorher, either 
to force them out of Fs way, or to help them- 
ſelves forward by their neig ghbours ſoeed, were 
concelyed as rh bran, enerhies, and pre» 
ſently were killed by their own fellows. Some 
were ſo madded with their fears, that they knew 
not which way they ran,nor which to chuſe,and: 


driving upon the returning Zibyane, - fell to 
" p' 2 OI fiohe 


The Life of * Lib 
fight with one another as with the Foe, This 
hurry continued all the night, all which time | 
their terrours and deſpairs' admitted no delibe- 
ration or counſel; till the day diſcovered the 
mockery of Formne, and that they had loſt 
four thouſand men in this confuſion. | 


The Occurrences of this night did upbraid 
the weakneſs of un arm of when two 
fuch potent Armies were routed and driyen out 
of their ſtrengths by a vain and 'empty Fear, 
and put to flie when none did purſue; and when 
either party did fear, they were mntually feared, 
"Prudence doth ſometimes alleviate the ſtrokes 
of Fortune, and a wiſe management may by 
| good Diſcipline ſo confirm the minds of an 
Army, that premeditated defigns and projets 
of terrour may become weak and contemptt- 
ble eyen to the furprized, But a coincidence 
of ſ@ many various accidents in ſuch a junRure 
of time neither can the weak fight of Humas« 
nity foreſee, nor poſſibly preyent. 


The next day, though the light had ſhown 
the Greeks the yanity of their fears, yet no leſs 
confuſion remained on their ſpirits ; they were 
aſhamed of their frights, and unwilling to re- 
rurn to the place of their terrour and 1onominy, 
they walked up and down fingle and heavy, 
their eyes caſt down, weary of company, and 
afcaid to be alone, yet fuller of _—_— then 

ame. 
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ſhame. Apgathocles perceived this horrour, and 
cthought'it no leſs then madneſs to oppoſe ſuch 
dejefed perſons to the Carthaginans that were 
inſolent with their ViAory , the memory of - 
which did with the day reftore them fully from 
che affrightments of the nigh, Beſides , he 
found all the L:1byans and his confederate A- 
fricans had left his hungry Tents and declining 
Fortune, In thoſe that were left he could have 
no confidence, all being concerned either in 
the murder of Lyc:ſcu or Ophellas ; , therefore 
could not hope that euher among themſclyes , 
much leſs with him, they could haye any agree- 
ment, which 3s the onely comfort and alleviation 
zo the conquered, Thele things conſidered, the 
Tyrant was reſolyed to temporize with his For- 
rune, and as he fled from the dangers of Sica/y 
to the coaſts of Africk_, ſo now he would fave 
himſelf in the Iſland from the dangers of the 
Continent, - Butthen occurred to his thoughts 
the impoſſibility of withdrawing his Army with 
him. He had neither time nor conyentency of 
Veſlels for ſo great a charge, nor was the Sea. 
clearer from the triumphs of the Enemy then 
was the Land, For they had recruited their 
Nayy, and recovered the empire of the Ocean, - 
ſo that without their good leave he could nether 
ſtay nor flle. To make Peace with them in 
ſuch a low condition of his affairs, was the 
oreater difficulty ; for they were ſo clevared 


with their preſent ſucceſs, that they knew not 
| | P 3 how 
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- © how to temper their Felicity by reaſonable 

Conditions to the Authonr of their Troubles, 

| and hadAlready threatned ſuch examples of Se. 
verity tothe fir Invadersof Africk,, as ſhould 

terrifie the future Ages from their imitation, 


Wracked and perplexed with theſe affright- 
ing confjderations, not 'once entertaining the 
generous thoughts , that Adyerſities are born 
with greater glory then deſerted ; For ſuch are 
the comforts of unhappy. Vertnes and innocent 
Souls ; heat laſt reſolved to ſhift for himſelf, 
and to carry onely with him his Son Heracl:- 
das and ſome few privado's, miniſters of his 
Luſts, and leaye the reft to the malignitty of 
their Deſtinies and the Cruchy of Carthage, 
He pitted not his eldeſt Son Archagathie ; tor 
his havghty ſqul and wicked attempr upon his 
Fathers Bed, made the old Tyrant jealous left 
if he were preſerved lqnger, he might extend 
his furious Luſt to his Thrane, and praiſe up- 
.on his Life. For knowing him to be his own 
Son, he concluded him no leſs Ambitious and 
Perfidious then he was Luſtful, Which ſhews 
the- Inquietude of Tyrants, who when they 
have murdered all Vertue in others, and by ma- 
ny Crimes ſecured themſelves from the hatred of 
ftrangers, yet want not jealoufies of thelr own 
Children, and are affrighted with dangers from 
 theirown bowzls; whoſe good and bad fame are 
equally dangerous to their curſed Parents, T 

1 
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if by honeſt arrs they reconcile: the, affeGtions 0 


of - le, they are then eſteemed roo-po- 
pular oth irc Tyranny... And the -— 
_ lates which their Father's lives interpoſe to their 
conceived hopes, are judged too-1mportunate to 
be born by ſuch as are able to cur themoff, IF 
the evil diſpoficions of the Sire are traduced to 
the Sonl of the Son, then do they load the a- 
ged Tyrant with more publick hatred, or terri- 
fie him with fears of praQtifing that _ on-him 
which he hath done on others, And thus w 

ic with Agatbecles ,, who would at once-i1d 
himſelf of his Son-and Fears, «+ 


Archagpathus, that knew his Father's na= 
ture, and that all T yrants blot out every impreſs 
of Nature, having no aff ettions but: for => 
ſelves, was very watchful oyer-his aRions, and 
having ſome ſuſpicions of 'the defign, he com-- 
municates his Jeatguſie to ſome Captains of 
the Army, and conſpires to intercept his flight, 
The prodigious baſeneſs of the act eafily raiſed 
indignation enough to hinder it. That a Ge- 
neral ſhould betray his Army, and ſurrender 
them up to a provoked Enemy, was a Crime 
not to be parallel'd, Archagathus thought the 
injuſtice done to him more full of Cruelty, that 
he who had ventured his life for his Father's 
Empire,had been a partner in all his Flights and 
Miſeries, ſhould now beleft alone to the Dan-. 
cer, whileſt his Brother of leſſer merits muſt be 
P 4 the 
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the onely companion of Safety, Therefore more ' 
angry that he had notJus part in the Villany 
then atthe kernen e ny HEE | 
It, defiring to or periſh together.So 
neither of theſe Monſters had any natural affe- 
Aion either of a Father or a Son, but cither 
would have provided for his own Safety, thou 

the blood and infamy of the other,When the 

yrant was ready to take ſhipping , his Son 

olyes Intelligence thereof to his complices; who 

meetin her came all to the Tyrant, © 2p- 

" braihed Fm of hus baſe purpoſes, and charged 

« hins not to ftir from the place ke was in. Then 

leſt he ſhould firſt practiſe upon the Souldiers, 

and perſwade them any thing to their own ru- 
ine, (which 1s no hard task on an unwary 

mulcicude) they preſently publiſhed and aggra- 

- vated the treachery of the Tyrant, that he 
would haye left his Army without any hopes 
of ſuccour, .order, or means for their ſafery ; 
whom he had tempred to follow his capricioes, 
and fatisfie his thirſt of power , through ſuch 
numerous Dangers, and objeed to ſo bloody 
an.Enemy, he would now barbarouſly ſell, to 
redeem humſelf, neglecting the lives and liber- 
ties of thoſe whoſe: carcaſles, if dead, he was 
bound to have buried. 


The Souldiers when they heard this fingular 
ex4tmple of Wickedneſs, and. conſidered the 
confequences, That none of them ſhould re-. 


rcurn 


WD ——_——_ Leno 
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| furnto his Wife and Children, Councry and 
Friends, but like an headleſs trunk, haying-no 

Commander, without lite/or name,in a ſtrange. 
Land muſt. be the mockery of thetr Enemies, 
were amazed, and trembled-ao lefs then if the 
Camp had been taken, and that they 'were now 
under the yoke. But then Indignation called 
them from that. Stupidity, and' in a great fury 
they haſted to ſeize upon. the Tyrant,whom chey 
preſently clap'd in chains, - Then being with= 
out any Commander, not knowing. whom to 
chuſe or whom to truſt, when they had found 
ſuch Perfidiouſneſs in.him whom. they. had ob- 
liged by ſo long and dangerous an obedience, 
they were diſtracted with: exceeding fears, . For 

« Multitade without a Governoxr u raſh, fear- 
ful, and mad, Theſe were increaſed by the ap- 
proaching night, and by a ſtrange and uncer- 
raih report, that the Enemy were coming on 
to aſſault the Camp. The care of the preſent 
Danger renewed the memory of the former,and 
they were frighted almoſt to madneſs, and (as 

- truſethto be 1a ſuch Confufions) (every one ha- 
Rily ſnatches up his arms, and without any or 
der marches out of the Camp diſtratedly, lea- 
ving their defences, curſing and ratling upon 

« their faithleſs Leader , the perfidious Aga-- 
thocles, The Guard that was upon the Tyrant, 
no leſs amazed then the reſt, hearing him na- 
med, and imagining that the multitude did call 
upon them to bring their Priſoner forth, did 

7 LmmCce 
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immediately lead him into the mid(t of the Ar- 
my loaden with chains, - This ſudden ſpeRacle 
did trangely affe& the minds of the multitude, 
Some were' moved with Pity and Reyerence of 
him who had ſo long commanded them, [For 

cat emplotments leave a InFFre even upon that 
perſon that hath loft them, and Majeſty doth 
accompany thoſe in their diftreſſes whom Fortune 
hath before propoſed to admiration, And ſome- 
tires y if they be vertwous perſons, they, Ihe 
the Sun, appear greateſt at their ſetting ; aud 
the refrattion of 4 moiſt cloud of tears doth 
ſerve to enlarge their Greatneſs. Marnu's glo- 
ry in his former commands con}d not be ſtifled 
in the Dungeon at Afruturne, but once more 
overcame the (7mbrian Slave that was appoin- | 
ted to be his Executioner. Arthridates's impri- 


 fonment had not ſo diſarmed him, but thar the 


authority of his looks and the memory of his 
former Empire did affright the Gaz! that was 
ſent to murder him ; till by his own hands he 
confirmed the trembling Slave to execute the 
wicked commands of his perfidious Son, Though - 
Agathocles had no Vertues that deſerved Pity, 
yet his fortunes did excite a Reyerence, ] Others 
moved with the fear of the Enemy, and hope 
of his Condu&, joined with the relt, and toge- 
ther cried out, that they ſhould take off his 
Chains, and ſet him free, | 


© This unexpeRed mercy and deliverance, to- 


gether 
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octher with the. miſecable ſight. of che . Army's 
cars and confufzons , would have wrought. a 
commilſeration in any breaft that had had the 
leaſt fenſe of humanity, to' have. provided for 
the common ſafety, or-obliged to the ſame fate. 
But Perfidiouſneſs acknowledges no Merits, aud 
every T yrant doth abjure Gratitude and Tuſtue. 
Therefore Agathocles was no. ſooner our of his 
Chains, but while the Army was yet in confu- 
fion, and none at leiſure to obſerye -himy. he 
makes halt to the ſhore, And becauſe he had 
before indangered his own preſeryation by en- 
deayouring to ſave one of his Sons, : he now 
hates that natural AﬀeRion, and leaves them 
both to endure the puniſhments of his Villa- 
ny, and withſome few of his ſeryants gets in- 
to a Ship, and undiſcovered ſails away. The 
Souldicrs hearing of his eſcape, ſeize upon both 
his Sqns, with their blood to ſansfie = 
Fathc1's Crimes, <Archagathws thoughtto ſtop 
the execution , by asking Arceſlans , . that 
was the Tyrant's friend, whom grief and in- 
dionation had now made the forwardeſt to re- 
venge, *© What Agathocles would de to his 
of (brldrey that ſhould murder his Sons, The 
Syracuſan anſwered, © it was enongh for him 
* that his ( hildren did live ſome time after A- 
<« oathocles's were ſlaw, And therefore to 
reap this comfort, he ſpeedily ſheaths his ſword 
in Archagathas's body, Herachdas was kil- 
Jed by thoſe that had been the Souldiers of O- 
| pheltas, 


2319 


$20 


The Life of 
phellas, The Greeks obſeryed in this execution 
the exa& Juſtice of Heaven, that in the ſame 
moneth and on the ſame day that Agathocles 
had contrary to all faich and ritts of Hoſpttality 
murdered Ophellas, and ſeized upon. his Army, 
did he loſe his own Army, and had beth his 
Sons ſlain. Providence like a juſt Law-giver 
exatings double puniſhment for ſo great. a 
Crime, for he that had wickedly killed one 
Friend, had two Sons juſtly deſtrojed.. 0 >: 


Thus having ſatisfied their Revenge, they 
provide for their Safety 3 and therefore chuſing 
new Officers, by them they treat with the Car- 
thagimans, and conclude a Peace upon theſe 
Arncles. © That the Sicilians ſhould deliver 
<© op all thoſe places which had been taken 
« Africk, T hat for the ſurrender they ſhould 
« yecerve three hundred talents. That ſuch of 
* them as. would ſerve the State of Carthage 
& (h»uld be takes into pey, That thoſe who deſs- 
« red ty return to Sicily ſhould be tranſported 
*r/uther, and have houſes and places to live in 
&« aſſigned ro them: at Soluns, which was a (ity 
co of 4 272 Dominion inthe Iſland. This Com- 
pofition was faithfully .obſeryed to thoſe that 
did ſubmit unto it ; but ſuch as were left in 
Garriſons, and would not ſurrender, vainly 
hoping the deceitful Tyrant would ſhortly re- 


heye them, were ſoon reduced by force, The: 


Captains whereof they crucified, but poked 
| e 
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. traying his own Sons, ign | 
with one Slip and few attendants, tremblino 
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the common Souldiers like beaſts, co plough' 
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that ground, and repaid. by their labours that _ 


Country, -which they had waſted by their arms. 
This was the iſſue of the African War, which 
had continued four years; all which time Car- 
thage with undaunted courage and yarious ſuc- 
ceſs maintained her Liberty, and laboured to 
preſerve her Empire againſt a ſubtle, induſtrious 
and bloody Tyrant. And Agethecles had the 
rial of the vicifſnudes of all humane affairs, 
baving a Mg been che terrour of Africk,- 


He had broken many Armies, ruined great 
Cities, depopulated large Countries, mciftied 


the parching Sands with blood, humbled the 


Pride of Carthage , and ſcarce left them any 
thing bur their own walls ; yet was twice 'a 
Priſoner to his own Souldiers, and m danger 
of death from his own Army ; and at laſt blor- 


ted out all the honour of his Acchieyements by 


a moſt curſed Perfidiouſneſs, and too great a 
defire of Life, deſerting a brave Army, be- 
ly fying 


in the tnemory of his Chains and the terroars 


bis Enemies ; as if he had been defigned to be 
che example not onely of: the Crimes, but alſo 
of the Puniſhments of a Tyrant, | 


Strippe 7 of all his. forces,” with ſhame and- 


fury Agathocles landsin Sicrly; where, like 


2dying Viper, his laſt bires were moſt fierce : 


Raine 
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Raine and deſtruftion of others being the laſf 
pleaſnres of 4 falling Tyrant, And as if the 
alr and'foil of Africk. (that'is fertile of Mon- 
ers) had made nm more Monifter then he'was 
before, that miſerable Iſland felt a ſharper fit - 
of Cruelty. when , he was thus half deſtrated, 
then when he was in his more flouriſhing for- 
runes: He ſeemed- now not ſo greedy. of the 
Rewards of Wickedneſs , as delighted with 
Wickedneſs it ſelf ; not being more-angry that 
he had loſt his own, then that he. had not got 
another's ſubſtance, 'or that every one had not 
loſt as-well as he, The firſt that felt his Inhu- 
manity was the City of .£gefta,cowards which 
he leads out thoſe Porces he had, and demands 

a contribution ſo heayy as would wholly aye  . 
impoyeriſhed the City; though it was great and 
populous, and had ten thouſand families itn it, 
This Injuſtice did fo exaſperate the e/£geftar, 
that they ofcen met among themſelves to com- 
plain of ſuch uſage, **That though they 'were 
« in ( onfederacy with him, and ſo ſboutd be 
6 willing to relieve the neceſſinies of therr Al- 
« focrate; yet were they not bis Slaves, that he 
« ſhould conceive all their goods to be his own. 
« They acknowledged that a League with 4 more 
©« notent party was but 4 kind of Subjettion ; yet 
« were they not ſo abſolutely to obey, as if they 
© had been conquered by him. ' The Tyrant was 
not ignorant of theſe complaints Which ther: 
Grief 'made too frequent ; and the hopes of 


ade- 


% 
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Medals from 2 91 040g made moral 
or it 15 ſafer toxeſiſt then to complain of the 

Injuftice of a Tyrant ; "and it is _ dangerous 


in ſuch counſels to be underſtood then to attempe.. 


Therefore while their thoughts and anger 
languiſh'd in complaints onely, he thought ic 
was too great a liberty to be grieved at his come 
mands ; ſo he pretends that they were forming 
a Conſpiracy againſt himy and declares that he 
wlll be avenged 16 the Ruine of them and their 
City. And becauſe he;knew them to be inno- 
cent, according to the-ptaRtices of Tyrants,. he 
uſed them more cruelly, that others might con- 
jeRure there was ſome great Crime by the bit- 
terneſs of the Puniſhment, Thoſe that were 
the pooreſt of the people, he leads out to the 
river Scamazder, and upon-the very banks, as 
if he had had a frolick to colour the fireams 
with blood, he cuts all their throats, The 
poyerty of theſe men made their paſſage out of 
life leſs irkſome, But thoſe that were ſuppoſed 
| tobe rich he kills with moſt exquiſite Tortures, 
to make them confeſs what and where their 
Mony was ; and to make the terrour greater, 
be had his ſeyeral Engines of Torment, Some 
be breaks upon the wheel ; others he- bound 
upon battering Rams, then forcing them off 


he daſh'd them in pieces; others he makes to 


die by degrees, and forces death. through every 


member ; Fuſt he cuts off their Legs, and as 


their 
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their Confefſions were flow or quick, or an- 
ſwerable to his rayenous expeRation, ſo he pro-- 
ceeds to the reſt, pulling off their Hands, put- 
ting out their Eyes ; and eyery -degree to.death 
was the more ſharp, that they might feel them- 
ſelves dying, and denied them the comfort. of 
a ſpeedy death, . Beſides, that he might - outgoe 
all examples of Cruelty that ever the world ſaw 
before! in imitation of Phalars's Bull,he made 
a brazen Bed propomenable to the body of a 
man, wherein the Wretch'that was to be tor- 
turcd being cloſed -with-a- grate , and having 
fire under it, was exqdingly tormented : and 
by this Engine the Tyrant could feed his eyes 
by beholding the tortures ; and it was a: great 
part of the-miſery of the Sufferer, to be- ſeen, 
and ſce ſuch an horrid Viltain triumph in their 
pains, and urge their Torments,  'Ic 1s ſore 
modeſty in a Tyrant, if he look notupon that 
wickedneſs which he commands. . As for the 
Matrons and rich Widows, he broke ' their Feet 
with/buraing Pincers, pulled off their Breaſts, 
_ 'and'upon the Loins of Women with child laid 
bricks to force them to caſt their birth, Befides 
thoſe that did dic at the will of the Tyrant, - who 
would rather periſh by another's wickedneſs 
then by their own , there were many others 
that ſcorned the miniftery of ſuch curſed hands 
to ſet at hiberty their free Souls, Of which 
ſome burne themſelves, Wives and Children, 
together with their Wealth, that: it- might” _ 
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bethe prey of the Tyrant. | Others: embracing 
the Altars of their Gods, invoking their Juſtice 
and Reyengeasthe: laſt comfort of dying men, 
did there ler out their own blood. And others 
.went and hanged: themſclves, that they mighe 
eſcape greater miſeries. Sothat by theſe ſeve- 
rall wates there was an'end put to that flouriſh. 
ing City, The whole face of che Town. was 
ghaſtly-even to the ſpoilers: ; but 1t.was impoſſt- 
le for any thing to check their Covetouſneſs, 
who in the ſad Ruines ſought for the. Wealth of 
the deſtroted owners : mw. to increaſe the gain 
of his Crimes, he ſold the Cluldren and Yputh 
of either ſex to the /taliaxs for gs 3 
- TheCity being thus depopulated,he appoints 
4tasa refs for ſuch Jeter and — 
ſons as ſhould defert his Enemies, and come 
under, his ſubjetion, And My” he changes 
the name of the place from eAgeſtato Dice- 
opolis, 1.e. the City of Juſtice, -This he did ei- 
& to profane the ſacred name of Juftice, and 
ſhew his Contempt of thoſe eternal Laws of 
| Right and t#rong, by attriburing ſo glorious a 
title to ſo Fornd a Crime ; which z the laſt 
pleaſure and delight of theſe that are prodigt- 
ouſly wicked. So Polybines retates of one -D;- 
 cearchus an e/Etolian,who being made by Phi- 


lip of Macedonia General in an Expedition to 


break the League that was between the Iſlands 
called Cyclades and the Cittes of Helleſpont, (3 

defign ſo apparently abominable, that "* Us” 
þ ertaker 


_ 
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dertaker could give no honeſt account of it)to 
ſhew how his foul delighted in the greaceſt |} 
Crimes, and to defie both the Gods and men, | 
before he took ſhipping , he Dwle.tewo Altars, 
one to /mprety,' and ancther to {xjice, and 
facrificed ro them as to his Dexties. But the Hi- 
florian obſerves, that in thoſe cruel. tortures 
wherewith he ended his dates, he'met. withthe 
ptovoked juſtice both of God and Man, And 
ſo alſo did Agattacles, for from a brand pluck'd 
out of the fire of this City was he and his whole 
Family conſumed, Or herein the Syracuſavin. 
tended no inore then to- practiſe the” uſual. arts 
of Tyrants, who to divert the Hatred of che 
preſent, and the Infamy among future ages, 
are wont to put the ſpecious nanies of Religion 
and-Juftice upon their moſt deteftable aRions, 
So: T acitrs obſerves of Tiberine, that he would 
; upon the new Crimes which his Jealouſie or 
Covetouſneſs objeed to others, thoſe names 
which che Laws had appropriated to great Ofs 
fences, and ſo gild his Cruelty and Rapine with 
the citles of Juſtice, And as we have ſeen our 
modera Tyrants ſtyle their attempts to_ruine 
Pretythe Propagation of Religion,” Such Cheats 
indeed do for a time quiet the Vulgar ſpirits, 
who more ſtick upon names then things : yer 
when diſcovered, do ſo much the more increaſe 
their Hatred, as they upbraided and abuſed thei = 
- Tgnorance. And the nobler and more diſcern 
mg minds think, their miſeries under Tyrants. 
| a 
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the greater, by the jeriertbes are doneto V'ee- 
oy he ane Be ano. hy atted ar Spacuſs: 

& © t Ira was: at Syrdc Ke 
for The gets Trogaly buſis. in the * So 
ries, he recetyes the news of che death, of hs 
Sons, He grieved not ſo much for them, Woo 
he ſuſpe Ard ven were t9o near. his rivals of 
bur fared leſt the kindred, and friends 
Souldiers whom he had betraied"jn- 0h the 
would be excited by their. Example, « anempe. 
that upon the old Wolf, -which þ ws had ,cxccu- 
red 'npon. the Cubs, Therefore by ' a, private 
meſſenger he commands;his Brother Apt 
ſpeedily ro murder the Friends: of all thaſe thes 
had followed bim into Africh., . Antanderywihio 
was of a baſe temper, and who accounted Crus 
elty for Valour, did exaRtly perform the. cÞm- 
mand, and endeavoured. (9. 'Ourvy his Brother 
in blood. For- he gathere 
{laughter, not onely thoſe 0 their Kindred who 
were of an age fit to take reyenge,, bus.leven - 
their aged Parents, that were ſo-near the, grave 
| as that they had long loſt their Senſes: ang. * 
the ſucking Children, that were not. capable.ts 
know the difference betwixs Sl gay i and. Free 
dome, the Women allo, that could not be fea- 
red to overthrow the Tyranny, yer if theythad 

any relation |to thoſe wham: they ' defired-1o# 
grieve, were all dtiven to the i hw Where. 
that procuencts nalgu, (at ooced: 

e buc thoſe tcherss') 

Fom cyery & tam _ 
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while they did expedt the firoke" of «death, did 
waſh that place with their tears firſt, that after- 
wards Was tobe olfited with their 'blood; and 
by their <cries ih" ſupplications drowned both 
the Hoiſe of the City and the Waves, ' Thus 
tortured with the expeRation of Death, and 
che horrid ſpeRtacle of thetr murdered Friends 
Who preceded in the execution, they had at laft 
all their 'Throats' cut; and their bodies were 
thrown thts the Sea'; which for a; great ſpace 
Wazeoldured with- bleod , and the marks of 
the Civelty | wereearried to far-diſtant Coaits, 
AndWhich was rhi6ſt Inhumane, none dared 
to bewwglt the miſerable, ' nor bury "thoſe carcaſ- 
ſes "whneh-the- waves: refuſed to hide; {bur-caft 
back 63xhe ſhore; left they ſhould be 'thoughe 
of Jan"ts the murdered, and- be” forced 'to the 
Taine deftiny's *fo'that the Commerce of humane 
Nature was "broke; and Cruelty grew.the high- 
er fiom- Coniniſcrarion. Upon ſuch aRions 
as” theſe d52s'the ſeeurity of Uſurpets depend ; 
16" tha®thoſe that have had any ſenſe of Vertue 
of Humanity ;/ do rathet chuſe ro periſh in an 
ebſcire Privacy,” then aim at Powet-that muſt 
 b66brained\ and preſerved by ſo much Impiery; 
and fo great Miſery'ts mankind. / / - - 
p (Syyacuſe and e/Eyeſta oo othus made ſenſi- 
ble of the Tyrant's' return, / Itke/-a- diſmal 
Plaguc brought death and defruRion where- 
foevet he went ; he goes toall the other Cities 
ny Were: ciher under tis Dominion , or in 
| Confe- 
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Confederacy with him, and by excortigg;Mo- 
ny from them, raking -off-the ſulpeed, -and 
re-nforcing'.his Gariions, he labours/tq; ket 
them from':a Revolt, which cicher-his Wicked- 
neſs or -his contemptible., Oyerthrow! might. gx- 
cite them unto, : But yet; he-could not, prevent 
the effeRt of mwifortunes, which ſhakes tf2 faith 
ard cancels the obligations that . arg . het ween 
wicked perſons, | For Paſphilma, either by the 
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inconſtanicy of his nature, 'or- fearing! his* Ma- 


ſter's ruine, and willing' therefore: co. proyide 
for his own ſafety,did reyolt to 'Drmocrates; and, 
as a pledge of his faith,. delivered up.to him all 
thoſe ſtrong holds and faxces which he comman- 
ded for the Tyrant, This did ſo firangely affect 
 & injealous Agathocles, and preſent to his fan- 
cy ſuch terrible conſequences,  that-mad- with 
fear leſt Paſphilus might; have more Complices, 
he thought of quitting the Tyranny, and there- 
fore preſently ſends7o treat with Dynocrates, 
and propoundsto him theſe conditions of Peace, 
& That he would part with his Kingdome, and 
&« reſtore liberty to the Syracuſans-z That Dino- 
&« crates ſhould return to his own City ; That 
© rfere ſhould be granted to. Agathocles for bis 
&« [ecurity the two Garriſons of Therms 4nd 
&« Cephaleedium, wh the terruories thereunts 
. *O belongings © 2 $6 ee Wag 

Thele Articles being, divulged,. afforded mat- 
ter of diſcourſe” ro the Specu{atzv)3. \ Some ap- 

plauded the Moderation of the man, and attri- 
, ITO Q 3 ' buted 
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buted this conan of temporizing with his for- 
tune 16 his long expetience in various ſucceſles, 
which uſes -to render the orear Aﬀtors in the 
whrld more wary; and ſuſpicious of furure E- 
yents;'and'the more proſperous they have been, 
the cs will th permit ts Chance, | That al- 
though he miphe hope for n' change of his pre- 
ſent ſow Tondirion, * yet | he was alſoto fear a 
ter fall. On the other fide, ſome required 
is Conſtancy,/atid wotidered at his change 
from himſelf ; that whereas in former Perils he 
ſeemed alwaies of a prefent- courave and tenaci- 
ous of hope, yer now he ſhould be ſo tranſpor- 
ted with fear, that”he did not dare to hazard 
one encounter for that' which he had by ſuch 
diffcule Crimes got, and hitherto preſerved. 
And, which was mottfirange, that he ſhould 
deſpiſe his own adyanteors, being fill Maſter 
of Syracuſe and man y other ſtrong holds, ſtored 
jen no ſmall Treaſure, ' farniſhed with a force 
that was nat contemptible i in Number, bur yet 
more conſiderable in Experience and the arts of 
War.' They therefore coneluded that he was 
neyer endued with trite Vaſour, and that his 
former reſolutions were either bur the inſolen- 
eics of a preſent forrune, or the eager hopes of 
a finure ; which were but ſpurious ſions, not 
genuine 'effedts of a braye Generofiry, And - 
ood men prevail by Vertue,. ſomany baſe 
pr ons do ph ebtros by their Vices. Another 
re judged that All theſe Overtures of Peace 


wcre 
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were but £0 cancel more ſecret, practicestn his 
Enemies Army ;. that Dinocrates bad hitherto 
either baſely, or falſely, by various delaies, . be- 
traicd the ſeaſons of war to his-adverſarics,and 
that this Treaty was bur co continue him 1n that 
negligence,, That the Tyrant knew well .c- 
noigh how dangerous 1t was for a private per 
ſon ta haye once born the name of a King) and 
taat ſych when they part with - their power, do 
abjure their ſafety : for if not the publick Ha- 
tred, yet private Revenge forbids Security, The 
memory of Nijonyſize was yet freſh ; who when 
he had loſt, Syracuſe, and was: beſicged in his 
own Works, and did ſo deſpond chat he offe- 
red to-redeem his life with a yoluntary Exile out 
of Stcrdy, was yet encouraged $0 a pertinacy by 
his friend Elers, who told him that © Tyras- 
&« uy 945 4 ſpecions Epitaph; and by his Father 
1n law Aegacles , who dicated this . Apo- 
phthegm, that ©© @ 7 yrant ſhould rather be drawr 


| © by the beels out of his Government, then vo- 


&« lantarily to recede frem it. Which fo con- 
firmed that Tyrant, who was in greatet/diſtreſs 
then the preſent, that he retajned. his power, 
and weathered: outthe Storm that threatned his 
ſhipwreck. , Thar: ſyre this wily Monſter was 
asfar from intending what he did offer, as cyer 
his unfaichful Soul uſed ro-keep a diſtance from 
his Tongue, -. - 2h 

The event. gave ſome credicx0 this laſt conje- 
Cture, for it happenedthat the .Txeaty came, to 


4 no 
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no-effet, © For whether Agathocles did ſeri=" | 
ouſly intend it or no, yet Dinvcratesr's Ambis: 
tion made ir fruſtrate, Peace cannot pleaſe thoſt 
whoſe  defires are 1mmoderate-or corrupt + and 
the deſire of Greatneſs where ut 1s, extingmſhes 
all other Aﬀettions, Dinocrates was no leſs _ 
deſirous to be a Monarch then Agathocles had' * 
been, and was as little pleaſed that the Demo-- 
cracy ſhould be reſtored at Syracuſe,where none 
that were Grear could eyer be ſafe, His preſent 
command of twenty. thouſand foot and three 
thouſand horſe, together wich the diſpoſal of ' 
all the Cicies that were of the League, of which 
he- was called the' General, - but in truth was 
lictle leſs then the Lord, was not to be parted 
with for the privacy of Peace, which equally 
obſctres the brave and baſe, and makes no dit- 
ference betwixt noble and ignoble Spirits, Sy- 
x4tuſe was indeed his native City, but ſhe would 
be no better then his Enemy, that would reduce 
himto the equality of a Private perſon, make 
him obnoxious to-the harangues of unquiet 
Demagogues and the cenſures of the giddy 
Rabble, Upon theſe conſiderations he was as 
untoward: to 'admit: of Peace: as he bad been 
neglſoent 1n proſecuting the War, and there - 
fore found our many difficulties 1n the Treaty. 
Somerimes he © denied the Ganfſons upon jea- 
loufie of his future pretenfions :. ſametimes he 
ureed that he ſhould 'for ever depart from 
S19Hy : and another rume he required his Chil- 

| : dren 
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” | HYren forhoſtaves. Aparbocies, thotoh he per- 
ceived the dif of ie man, and that he ould 
prevail nothing by this Treaty, but make them 
more: eager in requiring what they. knew he 
would deny; did yct continue his pra&tice; that 
by his Commiſſioners he might debauch the 
Army buy off the faith of ſome, raiſe diffi. 
dence of their General in. others, and 'Rir up , 
| Seditions and Factions againſt him inthe ſeve- - 
rak Cities. - He infinuates by bis. agents, ' that 
Denacrates did not faithfully intend the liberty 
of Sicily bur: ſought to haye that: power in ' 
himſelf which he enyied and fought againſt in 
another; that he was the. great obſtruction" of 
the publick Peace and Happineſs of every City, 
by refufing ſuch Articles which a Conquerour 
would not haye denied to the vanquiſhed, and 
ſo he negleQted the ſafery of all thoſe Cinies' 
whoſe ſeryant he was, © :. PAT 
= Whiles he. laies theſe grounds for Victory 
there, he concludes a Peace with the Carthegs- 
nians, and delivers up all their Forts and Cines ' 
- Which he had ſeized upon in S:crly for the ſumme 
of three hundred talents and two hundred thou- 
ſand meaſures of corn. By this compoſition he 
was at liberty to employ all his thoughts & for- 
ces againſt the Free League,with whom he was 
reſolved to try what hus ſecret arts had done; 
and offer them a ſer Battel in the Field, although 
he. had no more then -five thouſand foot and 
eight hnndred horſe, which hedid notſo _ 
| erul 
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truſt to, as he did unts. his own: practices, - and | 
the Vices! of the Enemy. _ The Confederates 
were well plcaſed with the Tyrant's confidence, 
who ſeemed to offcr up his ſmall number roche 
ſwords of ewenty ; thouſand foot and 
three thouſand horſe, which was their Rrength, 
Therefore both parties did willingly engage ata 
place called Gogine, The Figs _ Hounly 
maintained on both fides for ſome ume, and 
the Victary: doubtful, whether it ſhould fall- 
where was the-preateſt Number, or the braveſt' 
Courage : bur ac lengeh che-practices of the Ty-' 
rant began to work, | for two: thauſand of Ds- 
wcrates's Army, that ' were corrupted by. the 
Treaty, in the very heat of the Battel went over 
to Agathocles's fide. Which did both raiſe 
the hopes and courag: of his parcy, and fo ter- 
rifie the other with this unexpedted Perfidiouſ- 
neſs, that every one doubting whether his next 
comerade were a friend or foe y they truſted 
more in their flighr then in -their compantons, 
and were unmediately routed, Agathocles 
would not purſue his flying Enemies, but by a 
ſeeming humanity to fpare his deceivedCountry- 
men, h= ſounds a retreat from the ſlaughter, So 
that all the horſe were gotten ſafe to Arnbicus, 
many of the foot 'by the benefit of the approa- 
ching night eſcaped quite away ;: but the great- 
eſt part of them that were left ina body roge- 
ther, had poſitficd themſelves of an hill, which 
they had fortified for their defence, O 
You - To 
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* Totheſe the Tyrant offers:hopes. vf Pardon 


| and Peace, tftdeſpair might kindle them toa 


dangerous obſtinacy, Necethty many times for- 
meſſengers he defires them to come to a Trea- 
ty, © Yhich as before he had entertained with 
« rf ems onely out of 4 deſire of Peace, fo now 
«K}e had no other motives, but by that muans 
*« to put an end to the miſeries of his Coamry, 
« That although bis condition were now bettey 
« rhenit was t _ yet he knew how it became not 
© juſt perſons eneroms ſpirits to change theiw 
« 5x deſires _ ſucceſs. He: had never 
« thought any cauſe of War could be juſt againſt 
© cþe Sicilians, a»d that therefore be choſe rathes 
© x0 maintain COINS noe and to ans 
« derpoe [0 ma ers for them 1n Africk; 
©x9 fel the —"&r7"2 - which ke had done; 
«hed not ſome that ewvied the publick Happi+ 
«ſs of the Iſland, diſtratted bins by aſſauk: 
i ing bis eftate here, while he was faithfully 
& ſerving them there, That now if they were 


« Weary of 4 tedious and fraitleſs War , and 


G& were deftrons to return to the comforts of Peace; 
© ard the pleaſures of their own bomes,. layin 
« down ther —_ —— find 4 Fs = 
« (afe pa{[ape, t if they preferred the hatred 
« Sr the bleſſings E act aud would 
« ill retain their hoftile aff ettrons together 
« with their weapons, they muſt make therr way 
* with the ſword ; and ke would extingaiſh oo 
| ate 
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& pate of. him with their own blood. For the 
« bad faund (by a ſadder experience then [4 
* could have wiſhed) that there was no hope of 
& ſucceſs againſt him , who with ſo ſmall an 
© haudful of men, through the aſſiſtance of the 
« Gods, ( without whoſe favour there .conld be 
& wo. proſperity, ) had overthrown their mughty 
&« Army, The poor wretches , -though they 
knew that nat any word was true, and had 
many teſtimonies that not any - Promiſe he 
would make, he did intend to keep, yer becauſe 
they were hopeleſs of Victory,defirous of Peace; 
and contented with. Safety, were eaſily delu- 
ded by their hopes and fears to ery once more 
his faich,. and. accept what he offered before 
they defired, -a readineſs which might juſtly 
have moved their ſuſpicion, For Tyrents are 
never forward to dot an alt that betomes a ver« 
t#ous perſon, but they intend ſome horrid Impie- 
ts which would move bluſhes in 4 Fury, The 


.credulous Souldicrs accepting his Oath for. a 
ſafe convoy, left their works and arms upon the 


Hul,. and .came.dowi to require. the perfor- 
mance. - When they had thus. parted with all 


_ their.ircans of ſafcry, the Tyrant incompaſles 


themabour (being tothe number of ſeyen thqn- 


and , others ſay but four thouſand) with his 


own. Souldiers all armed. Then the miſerable 
men- perceiyed . themſelves cheared to their Ru- 
ine.;. when they ſawthat they were hemm'd in 
by an Enemy 1oſolent with Victory,. and jor” 
Ny ble - 
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be profaned by any- unworthy colluſion, ** For 
| as 
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xible with their Arms, and they thernſelves' na- 
ked, withour any inſtrument ether for \xeverige 
'or defence, they concluded themſelves devoted 
todeſtruftion, Therefore falling upon otie a- 
other's necks, and ſhaking one another” by 


the hand, they gave and took the laſt ſalutes, 


*ach one defiring his Friend and neighbournot 


to ſeek a different fortune in a” common cauſe, 


'So invoking. Heayen and the injured Gods to 
Teyenoe their blood,” they were in that | 


all killed by the command of the perjurcd Ty- 


rant: -- ©: 


Thus: was the Religion of an Oath uſed by 
Agathecles, and con fantly practiſed by all U- 


ſurpers, onely to deceiye men whom they fear, 
(ould their intentions / be open, while they 
'contemn that Deity which they invoke and 'at- 


teſt, So that Perjury is the evidence of baſe 


ſporits and wicked ſouls, and never falls - 1 


thoſe that fear no enemy, or reverence'any 


_— hall be for eyer| memorable, as long 


as Piety or Vertue are in the world, that would 


| Not break his oath, though made to ſach- enie- 


mies who he knew wonld puniſh thoſe Vet- 
tues which they ſhould have admired,andwould 


reward his reverence'of Heayen with ſuch-tor- 
tures as would haye been cruel to. beafts, And 
: Rome was thought worthy of her Greatneſs, 


while ſhe bred up her Citizens in hoheſt arts, 
and would not ſuffer the Religion of an Oath to 
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as {he needed not ſuch arts of falſeneſs for Em- | 

pire, ſo would ſhe not permit them to: her Cit | 
zens for Safery. Bur they juſtly merit. the 
eternal hatred of mankind, who undermine fo. 
ciety and all humane commerce by wolating 

the ſacred obligation of an Oath, either to ar- 

tain at power, or to rulne an Enemy that cans 

not be overcome. by [honeſt courſes, ; 

This great Army being my by the frauds of 
the Tyrant thns broken and defeated ,' ſome few 
of the Exiles he receiyed to mercy; but they were 
ſuch as he could not ſuſpect for perillous 

rſons, whomtheir fears and not courage had 

rded among the other champions of Liberty, 
that would be contented only with Life, though it 

| were under Slavery, And to ſuch Tyrants eafily | 
permit the enjoyment of their miſery. For their 
ſafety i founded onthe baſeneſs of their vaſſals; 
and they are alwaies more in fear of thoſe that 
ares brave and noble, though on their fode, then of 
thoſe that are againſt them, Onely the great 
wonder among the Greeks was, that Agatho- 

clerdid admit Dinecrates to 2 compaſition, and - 
| kept that faith with him which he did with 
none elſe : and whercas he was fo jealous of all 
others whom he had wronged , or that had 

oppoſed him, that he- never permutted them to 
live; if he had power to pur them to death. ; yer 
afcer ſo long an hoſtility he admitted D:nocre- 
tes to places of truſt about him, and committed 
to him the command of ſome of his forces. _ 
cir 
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their faich (if the correſpondence that is herween 
faitþleſs perſons deſerve that. name) was pre- 
ſerved inviolable by eicher to their death, Spme 
thaught thax the favours. and ayerfions of Prin. 
ces. happened to, men, as all ohex things, by 
Te fate, and fortune. of ' their birth, Others 
conceived that the conformity-of theur humours, 
betng both ambitious, and faithleſs, -had ſome- 
thing 1n their Souls congenial , which might 
form 2 friend(hip, when. their intereſts were 
not divided. Therefore. che Tyrant had dif- 
frufſed him ſafe at the, Maſſacre at Syracsſe, and 
now received him again into. his boſome at the 
Overthrow at Gorg:wms, . For then their Inte- 
zelts did conſpire, Dinocrates,. that was hated 
for xefuling the Peace when ic was offered in the 
Treaty, and ſuſpeRed by all Cines of the Free. 
League for betraying their forces in the. laſt 
Fight, . could not hope for ſecurity any where 
but in the Tyrant's proteRion : And Agathocles 
doubted not to make uſe of. that is 
and Seryice, whom hatred and ſuſpicions, had 
| weakned and diſgraced {o far as never tobe 
ruſted with any defigns againſt hum: _ And 
uſing him. in all odious encerprizes, he ſhould 
thereby derive the publick execrations from 
himſelf, Dixocrates being thus truſted, becauſe 
he could hope for no adyamtage tn the deceiving 
of it, was yery induſtrious to reduce to his new 
Maſter's obedience all thoſe places whom the 
defire of Liberty had yet animated $0. an cn- 
| mity. 
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mity, And firſt he ſeizes upon Gela, and there- 
in takes Pafiphiles , that had revolted to him, 
A perfon neither conſtant :in his Faith, nor 
ſtout in his Perfidiouſneſs, With his blood 
Dinecrates aſſures Agathocles of his unfeign- 
ed obedience, and comforts the oppreſſed S:ci- 
liens, when they ſaw one inſtrument of Slave- 
ry had met with his deſerts. Afterwards he 
cauſes all the Forts and Gariſons that had been 
formerly in his power to be ſurrendred to the 
Tyrant's command, and within the ſpace of 
two years brought under his yoke all the Cities 
that were diſaffected to him. | 

In the mean while the Tyrant,not to forbear 
Villany himſelf, while his Agents were buſie in 
Srcily, looks about for other places to at fome 
"miſchief in, And conſidering that the Iſland 
of Lipare through a long Peace was rich and 
weak, .and ſo could not refiſt his enterprizes, 
and yet afford him ſpoils ; he ſails thicher with 
his Navy, and ſurprizing them, requires fifty 
talents of Silyer as the price of their Safety, 
Although they had provoked him by no Inju- 
ry, nor nel him any SubjeRion, yet 1t was 
enough that they were not able to reſiſt his In- 
juſtice, and had ſomething to invite his Coye- 
touſneſs, | The Iflanders paid him as much mo- 
Ny as they had in their private or publick Ex- 
chequers, and defired''a day of paiment for the 
Teſt, - For although there was enough Treaſure 
in their Temples, that.was conſecrated to ot 
Cr | Gods 
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Gods e/£olws and. Vulcan, as would fatishic 

the Tyrant's demands ;.yet had they never been 
guilty of ſuch a Sacrilege, \and chexefore would 
not now polluee theis private fortuves, by ulfing 
te oa y to putchaſe their erp. 
the publick Religion 

yate Intereſts. .: The, COLETY had no 
ice in demanding any, would have go Rebi- 
gion. to ſpare ſa much, and therefore forced 2... 
way from them and thei Gods all the dedicaced 
Trealure that wasia their Cagupl, —_ 


ing it aboard, ſpread his ſails for Syracsſc, But 
| - being overtaken by a great Tempeſt, bg loſt e- 
leyen of his Ships, which were thoſe thatcar- 
ried the ſpoils of Sacrilege. The Lypereans 


were 2 little comferted that tha Gad ola, 
which they 1 | 


own injunes,. and 
Thief 0 enjoy the rewards of his Crimes. The 


Greeks alſo obſerved that Yalcan their God: of 
Fire rook his part of revenge in. the death of the 
Monſter when he was wee 2 : 
So odious were alwaies Sactilegious perſons 
even t9 thoſe that knew aathe cruc God, that 
all-men'did curioufly obſerve and cxceechngl 
rejoice arithe V hg Heaven upon ſuch 
deteftavle MalefaGtors, which very ahem dined, 
. catheminithe fight of men. The true God 
ſeemed catefnl to puree among men, 
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to falſe Gods by thoſe that worſhipped them as 
true. - This he often did in pity to the deceived 
world, For without Relioton Communities 
would degenerate into-bands- of Thieves and 
herds of beaſts, each one preyino upon another, 
and keeping no.more faith then neceſſity could 
inforce. - That Relioion may affeA-the minds 
of men, and draw-them to an admiring obe- 
dience and awful reyerence of 1ts diftates, -ir 
muſt haye that Majeſty and Splendour which 
may work even upoh the Carnal part of man, 
(which is moſt predominant 1n the multitude.) 
The luftre that is mol likely to have influence 
on ſuch, is that w*®* is dertyed from the affluence 
& oreatneſs of thoſe things the world accounts 
defirable. Therefore-the riches of Conſecrations 
& Anathema's have been thought attraQtive ex- 
pedients to this purpoſe; becauſe they are the 
teſtimonies of the- munificence of :Heayen to 
ts Worſhippers, who'in eratitude haye by theſe 
returns acknowledoed.the fountain of all their 
Wealth and Happineſs, So likewiſe do ſuch 
6blations commend the pious -Examples and 
Religious ations of paſt Ages to Poſtenty, and 
pon them to an'1mitation, The purity: of - 

eligion, though it moſt reſpets the ' Rational 

part, and ſeats 1ts Throne 1n the /more Intelle- 
cual powers, yet doth not diſdain 'the uſe of 
ſuch attra&tives for the inferiour Aﬀe&ions, re- 
quirins not onely the Heart, but the-Bleſh al- 
ſo, to-praiſe the Living God. - And although 
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it expects exaRt Obedience onely from the purer 
Spirits, yet it would preyent. the contempt of 
more polluted ſouls : ike wiſe Law-giyers,who 
frame not their. preſcriptions for the publick 
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Safety with reſpe&t onelyto the YVirtuoſs, but 


temper them ſo as they may allure and 1nyite 
the obſervance of the dregs. of the people. 
So great 1s the intereſt of Religion in the pre- 
| ſeryation of its dedications,that few or none did 
ever bare-facedly own this Crime, but endea- 
youred to elude the peoples zeal, and diyert 
the'enyy of the fin by ſome more ſpecious pre- 
text to Piety. Thar ſacrilegious Tyrant who took 
away his 7 #piter's Golden Coat, and gave him 
a woollen , did ſcoffingly .pretend the change 
was for the God's adyantage, becauſe the Gold 
was too heavy for him 1n the . Summer, and the 
Woel was more warm for the Winter : and 
thoſe that imitate him want not their pretexts of 
a more refined knowledge of a Deity ; that 
Heayen hath no need of our Treaſure, and is 
more delighted with a Spiritual. Worſhip, Burt 
yet we ſhall find none guilty of Sacrilege that 
are not infamous with other Crimes: who when 
they haye exhauſted their own Revenues 1n the 
ſatisfa&tion' of their Luſts, . inyade the treafures 
of Religion to ſupply their wants ; | or be- 
ing exceeding coverous , wake no difference. 
| berwixt things Civil and Divine,and when they 
haye oppreſſed men with Extortions, provoke 
Heayen with Expilations A whuch ſooner or las 
=; "2 rer 
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ter takes Vengeance on thar Injuftice, and in 
their Ruine recovers the Honour of Religion, 
Agathecles having loft the_Spoils of his im- | 
pious V oiage, could not reft till he had acted 
ſore. more proſperous dah on = 
choughts being at preſcnt with t 
crate & nk. he now turns hte | 
figns to the other ſhore, and lates his projeRes 
for the diſturbance of Zta/y, Which being pub- 
lickly known, the ſmaller and maritime Cities 
of that coaſt that-lay-moſt obnoxious to his 
Inyvafion and Power ſent Ambaſladours to 
treat a Confederacy with him, that by a pre- 
ſenc Friendſhip they might prevent a future 


 SubjeRion, The Tyrant receives the Meffen- 


gers with all his uſual falſe Careſſes, puts them 
1m hope of Peace,and cntertains them with ſeye- 
ral diverſions, that they might not have leiſure 
to obſerves Preparations, Which when they 
were finithed, he invites them to a Supper, and 
appoints them the next day for Audience, Bur 
he that night took ſhipping, and ſo tranſported 
his Army into fraly, while the Cities were al- | 
toperher unprepared for a Refiftance, becauſe 
they had received no unelfivence from their A+ 
vents. The firft that were affaited were the. 
Brutis, who loſt one of their Cities calked Ef» 
thas by the ſudden Invaſion of the Tyrant; but 
not difconraged therewith, they with a great 
power aſlanſt him by night, and kilting four 
thouſand of his men;force him back ro ""_—_ 
. INot 
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Not ſucceeding in his open Force, he tries 
mare cloſe and Van CoNeas 6 for haying a 
defign upon, the Crotaxzates, that be nught 
make them ſecure, be ſends a Meſſenger 'to 


Menedenmms, that then was chief Commander 


there, and had been his angent Hoſt, to ac- 


quzint himthat he had an intent to accompany 
his —_ Lanaſſa, whom be. had married 
to Pproiore King of Epure, as far as fly on 
her way., And therefore defires; him not to 
be ſuſpicious of. the Navy which he had provi- 
ded for the ſafety and hogour of the Bride, 
And while. he intended this ſoft buſineſs of 
Love, he defixed that he might not be troubled 
by them with any attempts of War. . They 
calily believed him, who did defire it ſhould 
not be otherwiſe ; and by this ſecurity they 
found themſclyes altogerher nnprovided for a 
Defence, when they ſaw him lay fiege to their 


City: And afjer he had made a (mall battery 


upon their walls, fearing leſt a (tout and vain 
oppoſition might kindle. him to a greater Cru- 


elty,they opened their Gates unto him, Where, 


as ſoon as he was entred, he uſes the utmoſt 
Violence , plundering the whole City , and 
kiling all chat were able to bear arms, he 
ſold all the reſt for Slayes. Having deſtroied 
this lourhing City, he enters into a Confe= 
deracy with the ſmaller Towns that were upon 
thoſe coaſts, and which maintained themſclyes 
by Piracy, to join with chem part of his Ships, 


R 3 | and 
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and to haye his ſhare proporttonable in the 
prizes, Thus he that affected to be a Prince | 
turned Thief, his nature anos Ion the ſins 
of his private condition , when his outward 


" Dignity required nobler pratices ; as \to ſup- 


preſs the common Enemies, as: Pirats are, and 
ro maintain the Commerce of Nations, But a 
Tyrant doth - nothing abhorrent from himſelf, 


. when he plates a Y pro a Thief that' was be- 


fore a publick, and maintains but' his' former 
enmity to the - nature ' of Man and Nations, 
By his- publick and private Robberies having re- 
cruited himſelf, he intends a revenge onthe 
Brutis for the late loſs he received from them r 
therefore he inyades them again with thirty 
thouſand foot and three thouſand horſe, and 
keeps a ſtrong Navy riding upon- their Coaſt. 
A Tempeſt broke and ſcattered his Navy: but 
his Land-forces had ſome ſucceſs for ' a time, ſo 
that he- forced the Bratis to articles of Submiſ- 
fion; © To give fix hundred hot ages,and to re- 
« cerve his Garriſons into their Cities, But 
the Tyrant no ſooner left the Continent, and 
departed for Sc:ly, but they ſet upon the Ga- 
rifons, kill'd all his Souldiers, and delivered 


_ their Hoſtages, and ſo ſhook off his yoke of 


Slavery, which he was neyer able to lay upon 
them again, " | 


Agathocles finding ſuch variety in his fingle 
fortune, which ſomettines was too liberal, ad 
at 
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at other times recalld allher fayours by ſome 
oreat loſs, like a tempeſtuous Sea,when one waye 
ſnatches that, from the ſhore, which -a+former 
had brought-'to'.it ;' he was reſolyed to try 
what he could doe in conjunRtion with ſome po- 
tent Ally, whoſe fortune was more ſteady, And 
therefore he ſends his Son the younger Agatho- 


cles to Demetrius then King of Matedoma, 


to' make ; a League: and Confederacy with him. 
Demetrnu, who was tot unacqualnted of the 
falſhoods of the Syracuſas,. and Fame had not 
yet ſuffered a filence of: the' murdered Ophel- 
{as, could'not expeR any aſfurance from i 

a Confederate ; who haying- been fo ofcen un- 
faithful, 'conld not without a Miracle be true 
to any:| yet was notwithſtanding willing to 
. follow the Tyrant in his own paths, and ruine 
him by his own arts. A retaliation ſo conſtant 
to Wickedneſs, that ſcarce any one periſhes but 
by the wates he finnd,. He therefore entertains 
the young' Tyrant with great blandiſhments, 
adorns him with the Royal Purple, and fends 


him home loaded with magnificent promiſes 


and great preſents, and with him Oxythensze a 
dexterous Confident of his awn ; 1n colour to 
accommodate the difficulties that might emerge 
in the Treaty to project. a form of accord, and 
' to keep a g00d correſpondence betwixt his Ma- 


Rer and the Tyrant; but in truth to diſcoyer. 
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| theintrigues of the Syracnſan counſels , and | 


to be a Spy upon the affairs of Sicily, t9 diſco- 
R 4 yer 
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yer the eaſieſt way of invadino ir, and .to' pra- 
Qiſe the Tyrant to ſome defirudtive encerpri- 
zey; Orythemis had' an handſome _—_ | 
and oreat credit with Agatheoles, hu- 
mours and inclinati6ns x ſoon Found ,. and 
dexteroufly moved him to renew 'his' attempes 
#gainft C, e, and-follow his 'pretenfions | 
in Africk, This he cagerly' proſecticed, chat 
ſo the Tyrant leaving. S1culy, his Maſter with 
more eaſe might artack it. This ſeemed to 
Agathocles as the counſel of his Fortune ; 
for he was now free from any Troubles in the 
- Ifland. Syracuſe by an open and continued 
Trade, and 7 ſowe years of Pcace, had reco- 
vered much Weaith as defaced all the marks 
<*% the fornier War, He was now ſtreneth- 
ned with the "new ' alliance of a powerful 
Neighbour , whoſe aſfiRances Oxythems after 
the Greek, "manner did auginent and - enlaroe, 
He therefore embraced the deſign, and made 
preparations anſwerable unto it. He hag! pro- 
vided ewo hundred Veſfels « equipped n all 
neceſſary furniture for the tranſporting of his 
Forces, and had beoun Holtility by interce- 
ptins the Certhaginian Ships that carried pro- 
viſions of Corn and other neceffaries from Sz- 
cily and Sardimato Africk, But inthe very 
nnings of his defign that Vengeance of 
Heaven Which had been long due unto him 
did at laſt take ho!d'of him, and: blaſted his 
eonnſels with his Ruine, ' which was thus effe- 
Eted, * The 


©. of the Enemy, not the e 
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- The Tyrant beino now old, -and doubtir 
the 6 rho hom and. the vyanetics of = 
cane, which he had ſo often experienced, would 
provide for the Succeflion in his ill-gotten do- 
minioj+ © before he departed from © Sicily, 
Thoſe-whom- propinquiity. of Blood, the affe- 
Ctions of the Tyrant, and the Yulgar report 
marked out -for the: Honour, were che youn- 
ver Agathoeles, and Archegathas the Son. of 
that Archagathaw that was. betraied by his Fa- 
ther, and Dain 'by the . Souldiers in Africh, 
Both theſe 'had great hopes and ſtrong expe- 
tations to 'be the- heirs of the Empire,. . The 
firſt built his upon the indulgent AﬀeRions of 
the od Tyrant, which he had gained by a ſpeci- 
ous obſervance, & continual preſence,accompa- 
nied with a quiet induſtry , in all chat was 
commanded, thongh he' were unfit for War, 
and would wear out daics of aQion with words 
of Obedience. Beſides, ns late Emballie' and 
magnificent ' reception in Greece had-made him 
more ſplendid, though pr 5g bur the arts 
of his Merits, 
And it is not to be doubted but thar Oxythemis 
favoured his choice, whom he ſaw leaſt able to 
hinder his Projets, On the other ſide Ar- 
chagathus founded his pretenſions to the Suc- 
10n becauſe he was General of the Forces, 
and was now with them about e/£trs ;* he had 
been in ſeveral Expedidions, in which by his 
boldneſs and generous meen he n_.- the 
eſteem 
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eſteem of 'yaliant 5; and the affeFions of the 
Souldiery, So: that. the old Tyrant ſeemed 


tohold but a precarious-Empire of him, which | 


he could take away: at his pleaſure, But the 
obſequiouſneſs of the younger Agathocles did 
over-balance all theſe Merits in the judgement 
of his Father, Therefore when Archagathu 
was abroad with. the Army, the Tyrant com- 
mends his Son Agathecles to the obedience of 
the- Syracuſars, ' as the future hopes of all 
their Peace and Safety, and whom he had de- 
fiened for.his Throne, And that he might have 
the. like reycrence from the Army , he ſends 
him with a-Letter to eArchagathus, comman- 
ding him to deliver up the Charge of the For- 
ces1nto the hands of his Uncle, | 


- Archagathus ſeeing his hopes deluded, and. 
that all his glorious hazards were, fruitleſs, 
when the rewards of danger were. conferred 
on him that was never near them ; conceives 
an tnexplable hatred both againſt his Grand- 
father and Rival , and reſolyes to quench 'it 


with the blood of both. - To this end he ſends 


preſently a Meſſenger to 222m his Correſpon- 
dent at Court, . and with whom he had often 
treated of dangerous Sectets , and had pre- 
pared him for any deſign he ſhould adviſe him 
unto» and defires him to poiſon the Old Tyrant, 
and he himſelf would contrive the death of 
the Younger. This {erm was a native of 

4 oE geſtay 
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eAEgefta, where Agathocles had ated. thoſe 
incredible Cruelties,, and in the Ruine'of the 
City was taken with the other youth that were 
appointed to be ſold for Slaves, But the come- 
lineſs of his Perſon had preferred | him to' the 
Tyrant's own Luft, who.uſed him as a+ Bardaz 
cio, This he took patiently, and ſeertted"to' 
be well pleaſed with his emploiment ; and.ito 
oain the more Credit with the Tyrant and: ad- 
vantage of doing miſchief, did glory that” he 
was admitted into 'the' number..of his Prince's 
moſt 'beloyed Confidents, and profeſled. that 
the preſent”. Benefits * had :cancell'd -the old 
Injuries, -Bur:yer- his ſout' did inwardly barn 
with a deſire of reyenge,''both; for the abuſe of 
his Body ; and the: deftruftion' of his Ciry, 
and therefore was watchful and {tudious of a 
fit opportunity to accompliſh it, .. Archagathzs 
was not ignorant of his Diſcontents, and had 
found him'a fix engine” for ſuch attempts as 
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his defeated hopes did Rand in'need of, © For | 


to enterprize upon a Tyrant by a ſecret Con- 
ſpiracy., - none . are '.more . proper 1nftruments 


- then' ſuch'as haye a charge - about -their Per- 
ſons ; - becauſe they cannot be- eahly ruined 


but by thoſe whom they moſt cruſt, and none 
are Cer to be wrought to this then ſuch as 
haye been, abuſed *by their: Maſters 1n their 
bodies, And therefore - Ariſtotle _ ſaith, that 
many of thoſe hateful Beaſts have been .diſ- 
patch'd out of the world by their forced Pa- 


thicks, 
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thicks, Befides, he that isto perform it mult | 
be a perſon of a firm ſpirit, made ſo either by | 
Nature or Paſſion, and ' reſolyed either for 
Death or Reycnge. Afenern had all theſe re- 
quiſites, and therefore receivitg the ſummons, 
prepares for his work;,-and as it- about. the 

_ rime that his Correſpondent had fintſh'd 


| For Archagathu not ſhewing any figns of 
Diſcontent, but profeſſing a ready fiibmation 
to the Command of his Old, and the pleaſures 
of his New King, invites his Uncle to a Sacri- 
_ (__ A | —_—_— me- 
» of making Rcligion the preface to Vil- 
Jany) —_ par iRant from the 
uarters of the Army, and there 'making him 
nk he cuts his throat, and caſts his dead bo- 
dy unto the Sea, As if he. would appeaſe it 
for the pollutions of the Old. Tyrant, who had 
ofcen defiled it with the carcafſes of murdered 
Innocents. © But' the waves caſt it back to the 
ſhore, and it being known to the Inhabitants, 
was taken up and conveyed to Syracyſe, there 
to vex the eyes and foul of his inhumane Fa- 
ther, who by this time alſo felt the approaches 
of death, For Agathecles being accuſtomed 
to pick his teeth after Supper, "on from ta- 
- ble called for his Pick-tooth, which Menon 
whoſe office it was to provide it, had anointed 
with a moſt mortal poiſon, The Tyrant ufing 
h it 
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| it with a great deal of eagerneſs, had ſoon 


rubbed all his gummes with it, and immediately 
felt thoſe exceeding pains which may be caſily 
d were -n parts of fo tender a ſenſe 


Imagine 
when infetted with poiſons while {40% elca- 


ped, .and got ſafe to Archagatbes, 


The Tyrant's Diſcaſe every day increaſed, 


and his Body fu uſing mes oe onus then 


vented for his Sared Vaſlals, his Soul allo 


had its ſhare of tormentin the news and fight 
of the {lain body. of his beloved Son, Heaven 
as It were . providing tortures for every. Faculty 


and Paſſwn. His Grief was raiſed in conſfi- 


dering the great loſs of hunin, whom he chou 
_— liſhed his Empire, perpetuated hi 
Name, and who, he ph 1-7 af would haye 
been a ſupport to ' the weaker branches of his 
Family, that now muſt all periſh and be expo- 
ſed to Ruiae, His Indignation ſwell'd high 
at the too near imitation of his own Wicked- 
nefs, and that his Grandchild ſhould revenge 
the miſchiefs he had done to his accurſed Ge- 
neration : That all the rewaxds of bis Perjury 
and Blood, and the fruits of all Ins Cares 
and Toils ſhould. be ſaarch'd away from him 
in 2 moment, and while he lived to ſce and 
hear ic, To be taken off alſoin the mig of 
thoſe great Defigns which he had. projected, 
and dic now, though not at the command, 'ye$ 


at 
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With another care,. how to ſecure his two youn- 
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atthe 'pleaſure and defire of all his. Enemies, | 
filled Jim wich more Fury then could be ex- | 
prefled. And toall theſe we may add thoſe 
hotrid* tortutes which "the ſage and -vertuous 
Greeks affirmed do ariſe in every Tyrant's ' 
breaſt, from the memory of their paſt Crimes, 
when every Vice makes an incurable and in- 
ſufferable wound, not to be healed or aſſwa- 
g&d-with' the'ſofteſt Pleaſures ; when the Tri- 
bunals that remain/after this life, though to a 
conftaiit Felicity -they appear but like the yani- 
ties of -a'troubleſome Dream, yetin the impe=- 
tuous approach of Death are drefled and ar- 
med with real Terrours, We cannot but judge 
this "Tyrant and all ſuch as imitate him have 
miſery enough 1n' their Ends , to make their 
1o0nominious Honours and uncertain Great- 
neſs-to be unenvied by the moſt impotent ſpi- 
rits, | | 


Wracked: thus .in Soul and Body , which 
were both unequal to ſuch cruel Pangs , and 
could not laſt long '\under the execution, the 
poiſonous humour having invaded eyery nerve 
and' member, and- made an inteſtine war be- 
eween life and death :'his Mind alſo torn a 
Neces with various Lufts and Paſſions, agree- 
mo neither with it ſelf nor with the Body, but 
mn common Miſeries, and either's pains increa- 
ſed with the other's tortures : he was perplexed 


oeſt 
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geſt Children with their Mother Theagena ; 
a Woman that was venerable no leſs for her 
Vertues then for. her Beauty, had no other 
Crime but that ſhe was his Wife, and yet 
her ſelf more eminent by this his Fortune, F 
ke well kaew that one Wickedneſs was to be ſy- 
cured by another ; and that he which had con) 
ſpired the' death of- the Father, would not ſu 
fer the Children to grow up to a revenge, no 

rmic the Wife with her tears to keep alive th 
tred of her Husbands murderer , but either 
divert her Grief with her Diſhonour, or 0- 
yerwhelm it with her Blood, - He therefore 
defires her to ſecure her ſelf and the common 
ledges of their loye in e/£gypr, from whence 

e had married her, and to take with her all his 
Riches, the Jewels and ornaments of hisfor- 
mer Greatneſs, and the ſpoils of oppreſled 
and injured Nations, to be their ſubſiſtence in 
an adyerſe Fortnne, and to leaye the prey of 
his Kingdome as-poor as he could to: his yiolenc 
Succeſlour, That the Tyrant might want no 
vexation', even- the Piety-of his Wife was a- 
nother affliction to him, who denied to. « 
ſuch ungrateful commands, - and defired thar: 
« She mught not be divorced from hin till death 
<« kad ſealed ihe bill, that ker departure might 
«© wot be 4s infamous as was the Parricde 
« of another ; for ſhe. ſhould ſeem no leſs i- 
«© huniaue in leaving her miſerable Hucband, 
E ;fen'le wai-in murdering k15 —___ | 
4 
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« She conld not forget the laws of wedlock, | 
« rhowgh He had raſed out the diftates of *Na- 

<© rare ; for She had contrafted as well with bus 
« adverſe 4s P* ons fortunes, Nor would 
« the be unwilling to per form her laſt: office, of 
«© receiving the expuriug groan of her dying | 
« Hutband, and taking care for his honaure- 
« ble Exeques, though ſbe leved no longer to 
<< mourn for him, and were buried tw the ſame 


_ Were conſaimed 16 hun, yer bis Cruelty ſirived 


and the tears. of his Children, increaſed the 
diſtrafting ſorrows. of him that was forced 
from longer enjoying ſo rare an example of 
Love, and could not expreſs any gratitude for 
it, but bequeath Miſery to Her and her's, This 
drew an abundance of unfeigned rears to re- 
y her laſt kifles, And when his Children 
walled their tortured Father, he mouras over 
their unkind Deſtinies, who being educated 
in the ſupremeſt fortune, were now to be expo- 
ſed co the extremelt Dangers, But whica for a 
long time all ſought comforts from one: ano- 
ther, and none could give, Necellay ſeparated 
them ,- and the Tyrant was kfc a maferable 
ſpeRatle to every eye, butto ſuch as had been 
witneſlcs of his owa Cruelty. 58 4 


Afcer. chey were-gone, and with them all 
the comforts of his Life , he fbught for ſome 
1n his Deathby revenge. For thovgh allthings 
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, -tobeimmortal. : Therefore calling an Aſſem- 
| bly of the-people , his bloody Soul belched 


forth through his perjured mouth ( where 
almoſt all the inſtruments of Speech were cor- 
rupted by the Poiſon) ſome halt-formed words 
of Cruelty and Revenge, Inveighing againſt 
the Impiery of Archagathas, he defired the 
Syracuſaus ©* not to let ſach a curſed Example, 
* which might rue both private Families and 


'  *© (ommonnyealths, to paſs unywyſhed; anil 


« that they might doe this, he reſtores to them 
&« their Liberty, and declares them a free State. 
A liberalicy that Tyrants are neyer guilty of, 
but when they cannot keep the power 1n them- 
ſelves, Nordid he intend icas a Benefit, but 
to engaoe them in Wars ;- which wich all the 


 conſequents ſhould force them to thoſe ſor- 


rows after his Death which he knew they 
would not have for it ; and that a- continued 
preſence of Miſeries might make thoſe ſeem 


lighter which were paſt, and the hatred of a. 


living Enemy might allenate the infamy.of a 
deceaſed Oppreffor, © Bezhides , the habits of 
Cruelty contracted by Tyrants do make them 
ſo -unſatiable- of blood, and ſo delighted 1n 
publick Calamities, that as by them ther Lives 
and Greatneſs were maintained, ſo would they 
have their Deaths comforred.. He that had 


made the whole Romar Empire the Stage: of 


bis Cruelty, defired: that the world might fall- 


S . toge- 
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together with him, Herod, that had polluted 
all his Kingdome with Maflacres, to temper 
the people's joy at his Death, would have had 
ſome hundreds of- the moſt eminent Fews to 
be ſlain at- his expiring, that ſo eyery Family 
might have ſomething to bewail, and ſhed tears 
at his deceaſe. So Agethocles- (for all Ty- 
rants live and die with the like affeRions ) 
would haye intailed Calamities to the nuſerable 
Syracuſans. | = 


The Tyrant's Tortures ſtill increaſing, and 
Vengeance purſuing him with ſo ſlow a pace, 
as if 1t had intended to: return his own arts of 
Cruelty upon himſelf, he lived for ſome tune 
an horrour to himſelf, and a loathed burden 
to all that were about him: and having no 
Friend to -provide- for the decency of his de. 
parture, or by ſome care to alleviate his Pains, 
when the tumours of the poiſonous humour had 
hindred his Voice, ſo that neither his Com- 
plaints nor Threatnings could be underſtood, 
Oxjthems the Matedoman ſpy, and the Syra- 
cuſan's falſe Frighd , together with his tired 
Attendants, laid him before he: was dead up- 


- on his funeral Pile, and-burnt him alive. As 


foon as he was dead, the Syracuſans pulled 
down and broke all his Statues, ſeized upon 
his Goods and fold them , and then did by 
proclamation declare themſelyes a free People, 
| and 
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and return to their Democratical Goyernment, 
Thus after he bad enſlaved his own City 
ewenty eight years, In the ſeyenty ſecond year 
of his age he came to ſuch a miſerable end. as 
his hateful : Crimes and Impieties . deſeryed ; 
and not onely the Reyenge of Men, . but. the 
| — wag of Heaven did appear in. his Deftru- 
tion, . | | | 


The lineaments and proportion of his Body 
are not recorded by Hiſtorians, onely by the 
ſins of his youth it appears that it was a mo- 
ving objet of the Luſts of others, and that 
It was too fair a fabrick for ſo wicked a Soul, 
His ations give us the fulleſt charaRter of che 
rempex of his Mind, He was quick and ap- 
prehenſive of every expedient for his enter- 
prizes, induſtrious and bold in the execution ; 
fitted for Glory , if he had minded Vertue ; 
powerful to perſwade , - but without Faith in 
| his Promiſes, or Truth in his Afeyerarions ; 
adapted to reconcile the AﬀeRions of men to 
himſelf, but not careful to preſerye their Loye 
or continue their Friendſhip an hag then 
he had an opportunity to injure thoſe that em- 


braced him ; infatiably greedy of Greatneſs, 
but a deſpiſer of an honeſt Fame ; of ſuch 
cafic and duRile Paſſions, that he _ teme 
per and ſe them according to the necel- 
his Defgns, and put on whatſoever 

Sy 2 
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ſhape his preſent Intereſt required, He was 
of an obſtinate filenceto conceal his own Pror 
jets, bur perſpicacious of the counſels of his 
Enemies. He was not nice of any Sin, nor 
fearful of any Tenaminy. With all the me- 
thods to Tyranny he was acquainted z and 


opportunities of attaining Power, But his 
Crimes were greater then his Power,and more 
prodigious then his'Forttine : ſo that he ſee- 
med to be born for the deſtru&tion of men and 
ruine of Cities, For from the time that he be- 
an to appear as conſiderable in the World, 
at Age and the Scene whereon he ated was 
horrid with yarious Miſertes,terrible , and waſt- 
ed by maniy Battels, renc in -pieces with diverſe 
FaRons, and even in Peace was full of Cru- 
elty. Defſarts were filled with baniſh'd per- 
ſons, the Sea infected with blood,and the Rocks 
polluted with the purrifying carcaſſes of ſlaugh- 
tered Innocents : the Cities of Sicily, Africh_ 
and Ztaly defiled with the frequent Murders 
of their own Citizens, deformed by many Ra- 
pines and Spoils, and ſome of them buried in 
_ their own Aſhes, Nor was his barbarous rage 
ſatisfied with the vexations and tortures of men 
in their Bodies and Fortunes; but being inſa- 
tiable with the Miſeries of Mankind, he en- 
deayoured to deprive them of the comforts of 
Religion ; by murdering the miſerable ſuppli- 
| | ants 


wanted not, in an unquiet City, fortunate - 
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|} ants at the Altars of their Gods, raling down 
their Temples, and facrilegiouſly deipoiling 
the Sacred treaſures of the teſtimonies of the. 
Picty of former Ages, he diſcoura ed the fu- 
rure from the worſhip of their God, He did 
extirpate all ſenſe of Vertue, by imputing ic 
for a capital Crime ; and che glorious acquiſi- 
tion of the People's love by honeſt arts and 
generous ations was eſteemed by him as a 
mark for Ruine, Treachery and Perfidiouſ- 
neſs were the onely. qualities he loved as 
Vertues in himſelf, and rewarded in others. 
He attempted the extinguiſhing of all Natu- 
ral affeion : To bewail the unhappintſs of a 
rortured Friend was accounted as a defign of 
Revenge and praRtice of Reyolt from the un- 
juſt commander, Therefore the tears of pity 
were mingled with the blood of the compaſ- 
fionate ; the Children were murdered that the 
Father might not periſh by a fingle death, He 
expoſed the Son to the arrow of the Father, 
and - offercd the Brother to the- Brother's 


| ſword, 


 Ashislife was ſpent 1n theſe hateful Crimes, 
ſo was it ended in horrid tortures., and he 
could not be ſaid to Die, but to be driven out 
of the world, and forced from amone the Li- 
ving, after he had liyed to ſee his curſed Iflue 

part miſerably periſh'd, and part expoſed toe 
| S 2 certain 
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ferted Army, His third Son was murdered when 
he had propoſed him to Empye and his {laugh- 
tered carcaſs brought to increaſe the torments 


of his Soul. His yonnger Children, who had 


lived no longer then to be - made ſenſible” of 
the height from which they had fallen, were 
forced with their Mother to the dangers of 
Exile, and to periſh in an obſcure fortune. 
Archagathus his grandchild fell, not long af- 
ter him, by the ſame Inftrument which he had 
ſollicited to his deftrution, For Menon proud 
with tHe ſucceſs of having deſtroied the Old 
Tyrant, reſolved to kill the Young one alfo : 
therefore applying himſelf to the uſual arts 
and wates of alluring the multitude , which 
are ſeldome goxd, he got ſuch a power in 
the Army, that he ſlew Archaegathws, aflumed 
his Command, and would haye impoſed him- 
ſelf as a Prince upon the People, But the 
Syracnſans, that had under the former Tyrant 
felt the extremeſt bondaoe, and fince his death 


taſted the ſweetneſs of Liberty, were tenact- 
ous of it, and hoped to maintatn ic, They 


therefore ſent out thetr Prztor Nicetas with an 
Army to oppoſe AMenn., Wao doubting his 
own Farces were too weak for thoſe of the 
People, followed the praftices of his Cor- 
ruptor,and called the Carrhagh;ans to his afli(- 
; | tance: 
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certain deſtru&ion. Two of his Sans he lum-. 
ſelf had betrated to the fury of an injured & de- 
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tance : and ſo engaved the Syracuſans in a 
ſeries of Wars, till Hzero did become their 
Prince, who in his private fortune wanted no 
requiſite of a King but a Kingdome, and un- 
der him they found the benefits of a Jawful 
Government, and that Liberty 1s beſt ſecured 
- under a Juſt Prince, 


Fallitur, egregio quſquis ſub Principe credit 
Servitium: Nunquans Libertas gratior extat 
Quam ſub Rege pro—— 
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